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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

724-352-2333 

Stlks.com 

Sunday, January 01, 2017  
First Sunday of Christmas 
 

PRELUDE 

  

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

HRISTMAS LITANY 
Leader: God gives the special gift of life eternal, the Bethlehem 

Babe; born, crucified, and risen for us all. 

People: O come, O come Emmanuel, free all peoples from 

Satan’s tyranny; from depths of hell your people save and 

given them victory o’er the grave.  

 

Leader: Rejoice, rejoice. Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

People: God gives gifts of the Spirit to build faith and 

character for living life with hope, peace, joy and love. 

 

Leader: Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, love divine; 

love was born at Christmas; star and angels gave the sign. 

People: God gives me to you and you to me; we are each 

other’s gift of love for Christ. 

 

Leader:  With every act of love, God brings the kingdom come. 

People:  Let us bring the kingdom come, His will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Leader: O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, 

O come ye to Bethlehem.  

People: Come and behold Him, born the King of angels. 
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Leader: (sing) O come let us adore Him, 

People: (sing) O come let us adore Him, 

 

All: (sing) O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

 

CAROL O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283) 

 

GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

CAROL 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own 

powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the 

needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Numbers 6:22-27 

L: A reading from chapter 6 of Numbers. 

 
22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, 

saying, Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 

 24The LORD bless you and keep you; 

 25the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to 

you; 

 26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you 

peace. 

  27So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless 

them. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 8 

 1O | LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 

 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the 

mouths of in- | fants and children; 

  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence 

the foe | and avenger. 
 3When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 

  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 

 4what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of 

them, 

  human beings that you should | care for them?  
 5Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 

  with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 

 6You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 

  you have put all things un- | der their feet: 
 7all | flocks and cattle, 

  even the wild beasts | of the field, 

 8the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 

  and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 
 9O | LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!  

 

SECOND READING: Galatians 3:23-29 

L: A reading from chapter three of Galatians. 

23 Before the coming of this faith,[a] we were held in custody under 

the law, locked up until the faith that was to come would be 

revealed. 24 So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we 

might be justified by faith. 25 Now that this faith has come, we are 

no longer under a guardian. 

26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for 

all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves 

with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 

free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ 

Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and 

heirs according to the promise. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A23-29&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29126a
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L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Of Our Father’s Love Begotten (ELW 295) vs 1-2 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:15-21 

L: The holy gospel according to Saint Luke, chapter two. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 

to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made 

known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

  21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the 

child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before 

he was conceived in the womb. 

 

L: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Of Our Father’s Love Begotten (ELW 295) vs 3-4 

 

SERMON 

 

CAROL 

 

CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY 

8:15 

10:45 Sing We Now of Christmas – Nathan Cain 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came 

among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have 

blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the 

trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the 

coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 



6 

 

PREFACE 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have opened the eyes of faith 

to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

that, beholding the God made visible, 

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
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All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

L: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C: Amen 

 

COMMUNION 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

As Lutheran Christians, we believe Christ is truly present within 

our gathering and the taking of bread and wine for is forgiveness, 

life and salvation. On behalf of Christ, we invite all who are 

baptized and believe in Jesus Christ to join us in His Holy Supper.  

If you are allergic to bread or wine, you may participate fully by 

taking either one or the other.  Children who have not made their 

first communion may be brought  

forward to the Altar for a blessing. 
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COMMUNION SONG   

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice! (ELW 288) 

 

CAROL 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L: Let us pray. 

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in 

this meal we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take 

flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory 

made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

BLESSING 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

CAROL 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 29, 

Romans 6:1-11, Matthew 3:13-17 

 

WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment.  
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THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Krystle Ekas and 

Alex Olczak 

Noah and Rachel 

Steiner 

ALTAR GUILD   Shirley Ekas and 

Linda Heade 

Lynn Fox and Laura 

Gundlach 

LECTOR/ 

ASSISTING MIN. 

Amy Montag-Smith Liz Gordon 

GREETERS Lil Bachman and 

Velma Boltz 

Susan Beatty and 

Doris Herceg 

USHERS Dave and Judy 

Gundlach 

Jason Fox and George 

Reuning 

OFFER. 

COUNTERS 

Jackie Bice and Bob Bicker 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Reverend Roger G. Keller Pastor 724-352-2333 

Pastor Keller’s Cell 724-713-0549 

Pastor Keller’s Home   724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of 

Pastoral Care & 

Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Chris Savannah Choir Director 

Office Manager 

724-282-8044 

724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Sexton 724-352-3413 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 
 
Attendance on Sunday, December 25, 2016 

10:30  27 St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
   310 West Main Street 
   Saxonburg, PA 16056 724-352-2333 
   stlukechurch@consolidated.net 
. 


