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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

www.stlks.com 

Sunday, January 08, 2017  
The Epiphany of Our Lord 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE   

 

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Leader:   In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 

Please kneel for silent self-reflection 

 

L: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

http://www.stlks.com/


2 

 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 

for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called 

and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, 

I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG  We Three Kings 

 

We three kings of Orient are;  

bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain,  

following yonder star. 

 

Refrain: 

Oh, star of wonder, star of night,  

star with royal beauty bright; 

Westward leading, still proceeding,  

guide us to thy perfect light! 

 

Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain,  

gold I bring to crown him again; 

King forever, ceasing never,  

over us all to reign 

(refrain) 

 

Frankincense to offer have I;  

incense owns a deity nigh; 

Prayer and praising, gladly raising,  

worshiping God Most High. 

(refrain) 
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Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume  

breaths a life of gathering gloom; 

Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,  

sealed in the stone cold tomb. 

(refrain) 

 

Glorious now behold him arise,  

King and God and Sacrifice;  

Heav’n sings alleluia;  

alleluia the earth replies. 

 (refrain) 

 

GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE Shine, Jesus, Shine (ELW 671) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him 

your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all 

who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your 

daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6 

L: A reading from chapter 60 of Isaiah. 

 1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

  and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 

  and thick darkness the peoples; 

 but the LORD will arise upon you, 

  and his glory will appear over you. 

 3Nations shall come to your light, 

  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
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 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 

  they all gather together, they come to you; 

 your sons shall come from far away, 

  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 

  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

  all those from Sheba shall come. 

 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

  and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12 

L: A reading from chapter three Ephesians. 
1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the 

sake of you Gentiles—2for surely you have already heard of the 

commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and how 

the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above 

in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 

understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this 

mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been 

revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the 

Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, 

and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

  7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of 

God’s grace that was given me by the working of his power. 
8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given 

to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of 

Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery 

hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the 

church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made 

known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This 

was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out 
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in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in 

boldness and confidence through faith in him. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 

KING'S KIDZ (JR. CHURCH AGES 5 TO 4TH GRADE) 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12 

L: The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew, chapter two. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 

Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where 

is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed 

his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When 

King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 

him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 

people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 
5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written 

by the prophet: 

 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from 

them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent 
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them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; 

and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 

go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set 

out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its 

rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When 

they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 

joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 

their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 

and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to 

Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 

L: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY What Child is This (ELW 296) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  Hear our prayer. 

 

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY 

8:15  

10:45  Set the Sun Dancing – Helen Kemp 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the 

earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward 

those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and 

prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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PREFACE 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

L: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
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C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

L: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C: Amen 

 

COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION SONG 

COMMUNION HYMN 

As with Gladness Men of Old (ELW 302) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L: Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, 

strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent 

love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG Bright and Glorious is the Sky (ELW 301) 
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DISMISSAL 

P:         Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C:        Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 

Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 29, Acts 10:34-43, Matthew 3:13-17 

 

WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment.  

 

THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Austin Heade and 

Alex Kadunce 

Molly Begeman and 

Katie Drennen 

ALTAR GUILD   Shirley Ekas and 

Linda Heade 

Lynn Fox and Laura 

Gundlach 

GREETERS Dale Arthurs and Al 

Kobert 

Kim Buss and Kris 

Crouch 

LECTOR/ASST. 

MIN 

David Fugate Jaime Drennen 

OFFER. 

COUNTERS 

Donna Shipe and David Fugate 

Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SAS003330. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

Attendance on Sunday, January 1, 2017 

8:15         33 St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
10:45  56 310 West Main Street 
Nursery      0   Saxonburg, PA 16056 724-352-2333 
Total                 89 stlukechurch@consolidated.net 
 


