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2017 
 

St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 Main St. 

P O Box 187 

Saxonburg, PA 16056 

www.stlks.com 

St. Luke’s  

Vision Statement 

Guided by the Holy Spirit 

to share God’s loving 

grace through disciple-

ship; strengthening faith 

through the Word, family,  

fellowship and 

 giving.  

2007 Council Retreat 

 

Worship Times 

8:15, 9:30 & 10:45 

9:30 Sunday School 

Communion on 1st, 3rd 

and 5th Sundays 

 

Office Hours 

Monday   9-3 

Tuesday  9-3 

Wednesday  9-3 

Thursday  9-3 

Want an excuse to gain a few pounds? 

Bring your donation to Centennial Hall on February 5th.   

“ Are our Sunday School kids worth their weight in soup?” 

Match your weight with cans of soup (or other canned foods) 
for Souper Bowl Sunday! 

(see page 7 for more) 
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Pastor’s Page 
Dear Friends and Members of St. Luke’s Church, 
 

 I am excited to remember what the Lord did over 500 years ago in the Reformation move-
ment!  Just like back then, God’s Word today is building faith in Jesus and developing His character 
in the hearts of all believers!  Let’s celebrate how God is at work in our lives through the Word mak-
ing us part of His plan for the world! 

 Jesus said, “Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a 
wise man who builds his house on the rock” (Matthew 7:24).  Daily reading of God’s Word is the 
strong foundation upon which are built the people God desires us to be.  Jesus said, “If you abide in 
my word, then you are truly disciples of mine” (John 8:31).  The study and application of God’s 
Word offers God’s grace for abundant living and life eternal.   
 As a Pastor of the Word, I want to help you grow in your reading and understanding of the 
Bible during Lent this year, to get into a regular, even daily, habit of reading the Bible and learning 
how to apply it to your life.  This is perhaps the best way I can think to celebrate 500 years of Refor-
mation!   
 To help with this goal, during Lent I am going to offer six sermons using the curriculum “40 
Days in the Word.”  I hope that the sermons and the take-home exercises will deepen your ability to 
read and discover God’s counsel for your life through the Bible.  In fact, if you will take this 40 day 
journey, I believe you will: 
 
 Love the Word of God like you’ve never loved it before. 

 Learn the Word of God like you’ve never learned it before. 

 Live the Word of God like you’ve never lived it before.    (40 Days in the Word).  
 

 I wholeheartedly encourage your participation beginning with the Ash Wednesday worship 
service (Noon or 7 PM) and the first Sunday of Lent, March 5.  Journey with me and some friends at 
church into a deeper discovery of God’s Word and how it grows faith, love and abiding joy in our 
lives!   
 

 In Christ’s Service,  
 
Rev. Roger G. Keller, Pastor 
 

 

 “In short, I will preach it, teach it, write it, but I will 
constrain no one by force, for faith must come freely 
without compulsion. Take myself as an example. I 
opposed indulgences and all the papists, but never 
with force. I simply taught, preached and wrote 
God’s Word; otherwise I did nothing. And while I 
slept, or…[socialized]… with my friends Philipp and 
Amsdorf, the Word … did everything.” 

 

    —Martin Luther (1483-1546) 
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        Council reviewed last year’s mission support recipients.  We were delighted to have additional 
suggestions from you, including Lutherlyn, Butler Warming Center, My Choice Medical Clinic, Cabot Food 
Bank, Lighthouse Foundation, and one request to keep it local.  We carefully discussed each ministry and 
whether we already support some of them like Cabot Food Bank (monthly donations, potato drive, fruit 
baskets, Souper Bowl), and Lutherlyn (camperships).   

 

     After weighing all options, council voted to recommend tentatively the following ministries as the 
recipients for our 2017 mission giving:  

 Southeastern Prayer Center (Pastor Matt Geppert who lives locally and serves internationally) 

 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Building Fund (in memory of Pastor Barnett for his many years of service in 
covering ministry for St. Luke’s) 

 Lutheran Lay Renewal, Domestic Disaster Relief Fund 

 NALC seminary Ambridge PA (designated for Andrew Nelson from Young Life Ministry) 

 Domestic Disaster Relief 

 Samaritan Counseling Center 

 NALC National Organization 

 our local NALC Mission District 

 Fellowship for Christian Stewardship 

 Lighthouse Foundation 

 Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat Center in Phoenix, Arizona 

 Sarver Saxonburg Christian Leadership Ministries.   

Members also wanted everyone to know they are welcome to raise other options for consideration at the 
annual meeting 

 

     Kelly Weston and Pastor, speaking on behalf of the Technology Task Force, provided an updated report 
from the originally approved chancel technology project and provided an in-depth explanation of the 
differences in the quotes and the products.  Our sincere thanks to Matt Christoforetti for all his research on 
this and the Technology Task Force (Matt, Chris Savannah, and Kelly Weston) as well. 

 

     We discussed the costs of each option, our current and future needs, as well as potential uses.  Phasing 
into technology might also include a large portable screen with a built-in projector that could be used in 
various locations.  The Task Force will continue to research and proffer suggestions.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Judy Moser, St. Luke’s Council Secretary  

S┼ Luke’s Council Communiqué  
 



 

4    

While I was out to lunch with my nephew after 
church, I sorely missed the Christmas Carolers 
who deposited at my door, a beautiful stocking 
made by the Sewing Ministry and stuffed full of 
goodies, and a beautiful Christmas wreath made 
by the Sunday School children.  I put both on my 
door.  God bless all for thinking of me this 
Christmas!   

With Christian Love, Pearl Parnell 

Thank you 
St. Luke’s members – the carolers and sewing 
ministry,  Thank you very much . The carolers 
were a special treat and the stocking filled with 
goodies.  Both were special.   

Blessings for 2017, Ruth Luigibihl 

Pastor Keller, Thank you for the beautiful me-
morial service and for your kindness to my 
mother (Jean Heckman) these past months.  

—Patricia Troup 

What a beautiful sound outside our door.  I 

opened it and there were many of our Church 

Family  caroling.  I also treasure the beautiful 

wreath and stocking.  Thank you all so much 

for taking the time to visit us.  

God Bless All, Ruth Markwell 

Thank you to St. Luke’s Carolers and Friends,  

A knock at the door and what a wonderful sight I 

saw.  St. Luke’s Carolers were standing in front 

of my Lamp Post, snow falling, with beautiful 

voices singing my favorite Christmas Carols.  

What a joy!!  They gave a wreath made by the 

Sunday School and a Christmas stocking made 

by Betty Learn and filled by St. Luke’s friends.   

Again, how thoughtful.  I would also like to thank 

everyone for the prayers, cards and coming to 

the viewing for Tom.  Thank you for being such a 

caring church.  May God Bless each and every-

one,  

In Christian Love, “Lil” Bachman 

May God Bless our pastor and all of your 
church family who helped make this day one of 
peace and comfort to the Learn family and 
friends,  

Love and Prayers, Leland Learn 

Dear St. Luke’s 

Thank you for all your prayers, cards, visits, 

food and flowers while I was in the hospital and 

at home.  I would also like to thank Marge and 

Doris and the rest of the helpers who helped 

with the quilt show to make it a such a success.  

St. Luke’s is a very special place.   

- Thank you so very much, Betty and Chuck 

Learn 

Dear Pastor Keller, Thank you for the kind in-

vitation to join in the celebration of Carol’s life 

in Jesus Christ.  I am sorry that I will not be 

able to join all her friends for this service.  I am 

also sadden to learn of Lisa Hanna’s death.  

Please extend my sympathies to the Hanna 

family  

- Sincerely, Lillian Krehily 

To St. Luke’s church members,  

Thank you very much for your kindness and 

generosity. May the new year bring us all a 

peace in the resolve of doing what one may, 

might or must.   

God Bless us all, Joe & Raj Boehm 
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Dear St. Luke’s, 

Since returning to the congregation I feel so 
grateful for the kindness given to me.  There 
were many, for instance the Smiths, Richard 
and Sue, who brought a pretty blanket made 
by one of our members.  This blanket seems 
magical, because of the warm flow it imparts.  
You’ve all been wonderful!  

- Love, Audrey Gerlach 

A Heartfelt thank you! Thank you for the beauti-

ful prayer shawl.  Bill is so grateful for it.  Spe-

cial thanks to Janet Fortino for the lovely colors.  

Bill and Helen Heyl 

Christ is Born! May the wonder of Christmas 
always live in our hearts.  Have a wonderful 
Christmas season.  Dear Church family, May 
the blessing of this joyous season enfold you, 
one and all.   

In His Spirit,  Eleanor Hanna 

Thank you 

Dear Pastor Keller, Marge and Quilt Ladies,  Thank you so much for the generous donation to Ab-

ba’s House!  It was so very kind of you to honor us with these funds.  You and your church have 

been so very gracious to advertise,  promote, and support the ministry. We can not say thank you 

enough for the blessing you have been!   

May God continue to bless you and yours, Brian and Providence Hartle & Abba’s House 

We want to thank you so very much for coming to our home to sing such beautiful songs with 
beautiful voices like angels from heaven.  Sorry I (Helen) was unable to come to the door.  I was 
upstairs in bed.  I was having a lot of pain and I was praying to Jesus to help me with the physical 
pain and grieving for my sweet loving Mother.  When I heard your angelic voices singing, I began 
to cry.  You touched my heart and soul.  St. Luke’s Church has been there for us.  We thank you 
so much for, everything, words don’t seem enough of what we feel.  You are so caring.  May God 
Bless each one of you. You take the time away from yourselves to give to us.  Thank you, Merry 
Christmas and many blessings to all of you for the New Year.   

– Helen and Mary Ann Slaninka 
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Family Ministry Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 19, 2017 

Dear member and friend of St. Luke’s, 
 Jesus gave us our purpose and mission, to walk with him in faith and love. Jesus himself put it this way, “…. 
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Ho-
ly Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. …” (Matthew 28).   
 Marge Kollinger and I are making time for us to talk about how best to “make” disciples in a changing world 
through our children, youth and family ministries. 

We seek to be relevant in applying the teachings of Jesus to the situation of families and raising Christian chil-
dren to have an abiding faith and strong, loving character.  How relevant is our ministry?  Are we bringing children, 
youth and families together to worship God and grow in faith and love?  Does our ministry turn hearts to God first? Do 
we handle the issues of living in today’s world as a family with the help of God?   

By answering these questions together, we believe the Lord will guide us to decide how we can best make disci-
ples through St. Luke’s family ministry. Please join us for a personal conversation. Would you consider committing to 
having at least one adult member of your family attend a Family Ministry Meeting? 

They are: (attend only one) 
Monday, January 30 at 6:00- 7:30 in the Hattie Cooper Room 
Tuesday, January 31 at 7:15- 8: 30 in the Hattie Cooper Room  
Sunday, February 5th after the 10:45 worship service in the Koinonia Café.     

 
Please rsvp when you can attend by email to margiek@zoominternet.net or text to 724-822-7760. 

 
In Christ,   
 
Rev. Roger G. Keller & Marge Kollinger, Parish Coordinator/Interim Director 
 
Overview of Family Ministry Teams 2016- What to keep? End?  Alter?  

Acolyte Ministry 
Child Care Crew 
Confirmation 
Fellowship of Christian Stewardship 
Kid’s Club (2014) 
Lutherlyn Day Camp 
Sunday School 
Milestone Ministry – linking church and home 
Music Ministry:  Bell plate, Bells, Christmas Ensemble,  
Parents Morning Out (PMO) 
Parents Night Out (PNO) 
Sr. High Youth Group 

Bi-monthly meetings, Youth Quake, Mission Trip, Day Camp, Summer Adventure Club 
Fundraisers:  V-day Dinner, Gardener’s Paradise 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Youth Confirmation Club (SLYCC) 
Sunday Nursery Care 
VBS 

stlukechurch@consolidated.net 
www.stlks.com 
724-352-2333 

 

Like a wise man, build your house on the Rock… Matt. 7:24 

St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
310 West Main Street 

PO Box 187 
Saxonburg, PA 16056 

mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net
http://www.stlks.com
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February 5th, 2017 

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I 

was a stranger and you invited me in.” Matthew 25:35 

Here’s your excuse to gain a few pounds! 

As a new year dawns, most of us are ready to lose pounds and do away with the sweets and treats. Well, St. 

Luke’s members are being challenged to raise pounds instead. Yes, you heard that correctly! 

St. Luke’s is “gaining pounds” of canned goods for people served by Cabot Food Bank who do not have 

regular access to healthy food or meals. Youth will be at the worship services on February 5 as part of 

Souper Bowl Sunday to collect monetary donations, and boxes will be in both Narthexes for spaghetti sauce, 

canned fruit and soup.  Sue Shaltes, the food bank coordinator, also will be present that morning. 

Did you know that 1 in 7 Americans face hunger every day? Souper Bowl is an annual tradition that 

mobilizes people to care for individuals in their local communities who are hungry and in need. Jesus calls us 

to care for the hungry and poor. Direct giving and serving in the name of Jesus provides lasting hope to 

those in need.  

On a monthly basis, a dedicated group of St. Luke’s volunteers meet at Cabot Food Bank to pack bags for 

distribution. The monthly ministry started 17 years ago as a project for the “30-hour famine.” Many of the 

original youth have since graduated and their parents continue to serve in the ministry. Additional young 

people serve when they are home from college or work. The group meets at 6 pm on the Monday before the 

third Wednesday of every month. All are welcome to come and share in the ministry. The food bank is 

located at Cabot United Methodist Church on Winfield Road. 

This year, the Sunday School kids weighed in on January 29th.  A total of their weight combined is our 

“pounds” goal.  “Our Sunday School kids are worth their weight in soup!”  We will have a shopping cart in 

Centennial Hall for collecting cans of soup. 

As part of Souper Bowl, St. Luke's has collected $7,400 and 1,300 in food items for hunger relief efforts 

since 2000. Last year alone, $703 and 302 food items were collected. Souper Bowl of Caring empowered 

6,846 participating groups to collect over $10.4 million and food items which impacted over 5,000 charities 

across the United States in 2016.   

New Year, New Opportunities - 
Why Not Raise Pounds? 



 

8    

 

 

 

Anthony Ross   2/1 

Ruth Cypher   2/2 

Wallace Cypher   2/3 

Allen Knappenberger   2/3 

Payne Crouch   2/4 

Julie Edder    2/4 

Savannah Weston   2/7 

Scarlett Weston   2/7 

Jason Fox    2/14 

Christine Kunkel   2/15 

Sydney Gilliland   2/17 

Pr. Roger Keller   2/17 

Joseph Trempus    2/18 

Tori Lark    2/19 

Lindsay Nelson   2/19 

Dolores Renfrew   2/20 

Alex Wible    2/21 

Laura Gundlach   2/23 

Thomas Patterson   2/23 

Kelly Hay    2/26 

David McRandal   2/26 

Adam Buss    2/27 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill and Liz Gordon  2/11 

Bob and Donna Shipe  2/17 

Tom and Janet McClean 2/24 

At St. Luke’s 

Mission Support Thank-yous 2016 
 Your gift  to the Glory of God is gratefully acknowledged by the sponsors of Katie’s Kitchen.  A 

gift of $1650.00 , your very generous gift and thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated.  Your sup-

port of this vital ministry, helps make it possible for many hungry to be fed.  Thank you .  May 

God bless you—Jan Beachly 

 Thank you for your kind donation of Baby Kits; Quilts to Church World Service.  Your compas-

sion has given individuals and families touched by disaster the tangible evidence that they mat-

ter.  That someone cares. And they are not alone.  Here at home or overseas, when tragedy 

strikes your donations ensure that help is never far behind.  With deepest gratitude, Rev. John L. 

McCullough, Church World Service. 

 Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the 

hearts of the Lord’s people—Philemon 1:7.  Thank you for your support!  May the blessings of 

Christmas be with you today and always.  - The Ambassadors of Reconciliation. 

 Dear Friends in Christ, The Cabot United Methodist Church Food Bank would like to thank St. 

Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church for your very generous donation of food on November 14th 

and of $1,048.05 on December 19th.  Without the constant support and faithful giving of people 

like you, we would be unable to meet the increasing needs of many in our community.  The car-

ing hand of God reaches out to others through your continued support.  We remain, yours in 

Christ’s Love, Cabot Food Bank 

 Dear Members of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 

On behalf of the pastors and congregations of the entire Christian Leadership Network of Sarver-

Saxonburg, we want to thank you for your generous gift of $1,650.  This gift will help us to further 

assist those in our community who are facing financial troubles due to the tough economic times we 

are experiencing.  We truly appreciate your generosity in this time of hardship for so many.  In 

Christ’s service, Rev. Robert H. Wilson 
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          PARISH PRAYER NOTES: 

THOSE MEMBERS UNABLE TO REGULARLY WORSHIP WITH US : 

Fred Crux,  Room 17, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 (friend) 

Ruth Cypher, 411 Riverside Drive, #607, Freeport, PA 16229 

Eleanor Hanna, 615 North Pike Road, Cabot, PA 16023 

Jean and Allen Knappenberger, 134 Marwood Road, Cabot, PA 16023 

Peg Mann, 160 Marwood Road, #3108, Cabot, PA 16023 

Grace Markovich, Room 38, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

John Nuti, 121 Deer Creek Road, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Jane Osborn, 931 Route 910, Cheswick, PA 15024  

Delores Renfrew, 315 Knoch Road, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Herb Richards, 130 Edgewood Drive, Sarver, PA 16055 

Jay Rinebolt, 427 Aderhold Road, Saxonburg, PA 16056  

Fran Setzenfand, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Barbara Schneidmiller, 134 Marwood Road, Cabot, PA 16023 

Edna Weckerly, 112 Marwood Road, Apt 4111, Cabot, PA 16023 

 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS WE HAVE LIFTED IN PRAYER DURING JANUARY:  

Thanksgiving/Joys/Celebrations:  For the joys of Christmas and the start of a New Year, the birth of Lily An-
nalise Lark to Joshua & Loren Lark on December 26th, the graduation of Tori Lark from University of Pittsburgh at 
Bradford, Youth Quake, 500th Anniversary of the Reformation,  SEAPC and Matthew Geppert, 2017 ministries  

Cares/Concerns: Kerrin Hay, Donna Paulsen (lung surgery), Brenda Shute, Amber Roydes (cancer sur-
gery), Zachery Hudak (aneurysm), Melissa, Linda Russel, David Hay’s mother, Jim (re-evaluate transplant)  

Cheryl Pflueger (shoulder surgery), Bonnie Ekas, Emma Sanford (Jeannine’s niece at in ICU),  Elva Weston, 

Ryan Farr (8 yr old Kidney problem), Leslie Hooks (ankle), Catherine Drescher (back pain), Church Council, 
Karen, 2017 ministries and mission trip, Eleanor Galbreath, Austin Talerico, Maggie Nelson, John Weston, 

Ed Boyd and Clinton Twp Supervisors, Mark Gumbert, George Diamond,  Carol (Jackie Bice’s cousin/house 
fire), Tom (taken off life support), Ashley Freehling’s father (Rachel’s friend/stage 4 liver cancer),  

Raj Boehm (ALS), Darlene Beatty (very critical condition), Marcy Shipe (waiting for test results),  

a work situation, Mary Byers,  Dutch Grabe (stroke), Dana Waterson (pituitary gland), Jim Gordon 
(dementia), Merek Wabazewski (1 lb 9 oz newborn) 

Hospitalizations/Recovery:  Elizabeth Bartley, Greg Baker (appendectomy), Marcey Shipe  (health issues), 
Catherine Drescher (back pain) 

Bereaved: Friends and family of Betty Learn, Jean Heckman, Audrey Pitchke, Drenda Gostkowski,  

Duane Richards, Kathy Pino, Ron DeLuca, Glenn Cypher, Russ Miller, Alexis Conner, Ashley Hasychak, 

Larry Heade, Mona Bartel,  James Leard (Mary Elder’s brother)  

 

 

If you are aware of someone in the 
hospital or in need of pastoral 
care, please call the church office 
and let us know.   

http://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x3823019497600542657&id=YN873x3823019497600542657&q=Concordia+of+Fox+Chapel&name=Concordia+of+Fox+Chapel&cp=40.5799407958984%7e-79.8677749633789&ppois=40.5799407958984_-79.8677749633789_Concordia+of+Fox+Chapel&FORM=SNAPST
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New Beginnings for a New Year 
Rest, Rejuvenate, Meditate ….. 

How to de-stress in a stressful world! 

Join us in the beautiful Laurel Highlands for a weekend retreat. 

Grades 9 thru 12.  Bring a friend 

April 29-30 

Pastor Keller will be leading the program 

$20 deposit required 

This fulfills your FCS requirement but is open to all. 

Any questions see PK or Kris Crouch. 

Christian Growth 

Youth Quake 
2017 Pittsburgh YouthQuake was held on January 27-29 and St. 

Luke’s was there once again!  Pastor Keller and Cristie Crytzer led 

12 students from our Youth Group to learn and grow in Christian 

faith. Participants had the opportunity to praise and worship God, 

experience a caring community,  develop healthy relationships with 

other youth, grow deeper faith through focused workshops, discuss issues of interest, package 

life-saving meals, and learn about global hunger. The theme for this year was “Found: Rejoice 

with Me, I  have found my lost sheep.” Luke 15:6b.  St. Luke’s students are: 

 

Maddie Crytzer  Katie Drennen  Autumn Trempus 

Rachel Steiner  Trace Trempus  Eli Keller  

Kenneth Miller  Krystle Ekas   Adre Anderson 

Alex Olczak   Haley Vissari  Josh Goldschieter 

FC
S 
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Fellowship Life 
Valentine’s Lunch – 12:00 February 8, 2017 

in Fellowship Hall. Pizza, 
Salad and dessert.  We will 
make Valentine Cards for the 
shut-ins.  

***Please note this date is incorrect in the 
calendar. 

 
St. Luke’s Sewing Min-
istry meets every 
Thursday at the follow-
ing times: 
 

February 2 10:30 
February 9 6:30 
February 16 10:30 
February 23 6:30 
(The same schedule will hold for March) 
 

The new flower chart is availa-
ble in the Koinonia Café.  If you 
know of a special date on 
which you would like to donate 
the altar flowers, sign up on the 

chart or call or e-mail the church office at 724-
352-2333 or stlukechurch@consolidated.net. 
The flower chart is posted in the north narthex 
right outside the chancel door. 

 
Please join us, every Sunday, for a Coffee Fellow-

ship in Fellowship Hall (church basement) after 

the early service. 

 

Come Join in Prayer 

Every Tuesday at 12:30 

Fellowship Hall (church basement) 

Come early for lunch at 12:00 (bring your own or 
order out) 

 

The Sewing Ministry has a wooden quilt frame that needs a new home.  Please con-

tact Gayle Gundlach if you are interested  

St. Luke’s Helps to Keep the Bells of Good News Ringing in Germany 

Church council, having consulted several leaders of St. Luke’s Germany Fellowship group, 

approved a gift of $400.00 to be taken from the Germany Fellowship account and given to St. 

Albani. The congregation, located in Goettingen, Germany, built in 1423, has been holding a 

campaign to replace its main bell in time to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation.  This church bell rings daily and Sunday for the whole town to come, hear and 

discover God’s love in Jesus Christ.  St. Luke’s wants to join together with St. Albani to share in 

the mission of seeing that a great bell continues to proclaim to all of Goettingen where the 

good news can be heard and people will be free to come and discover faith in God and find 

love for Jesus Christ and the world.  Pastor Keller will be traveling to Berlin, Lutheran Heritage sites and 

Goettingen from July 5– 18.  If you are interested in joining in the exchange program trip to Germany this 

summer, see Pastor Keller by February 20th.   

German Fellowship 
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Benevolence 
Welcome to the fifth year of a regular feature in the Angel highlighting the monthly recipients 
of St. Luke’s Christian Mission benevolence funds. For the past six years, St. Luke’s has di-
rectly given $22,000 in 12 equal shares to mission and outreach ministries ($1,833.33 month).  
   
January 2017  
Southeast Asia Prayer Center of Oakmont – Matthew Geppert addressed St. Luke’s wor-
ship services on January 29th.  He is the president of SEAPC, a prayer organization dedicated 
to prayer, training leaders, sharing faith with others and reaching the needs of children 
throughout the world.  SEAPC has four platforms of ministry: health care, education, parent-
ing, and economic development. He took blankets made by the St. Luke’s sewing group to 
Asia last year. “Who could have imagined that we would see nations like Cambodia, China, 
India, Nepal, Myanmar and Laos open their doors to the Gospel,” Matthew said in the annual 
SEAPC annual report. “”I now know, more than ever before, that the indicators of a nation’s 
redemption are found first in the eyes of the orphaned child. In our message to the nations we 
serve, the cost we carry in building platforms for parenting, healthcare, education and eco-
nomic development fails to compare to the price Jesus paid for our redemption. Your gift has 
clothed, fed, and freed the lives of Africans, Asians, Middle Easterners, Americans from North 
to South, and has changed entire nations through prayer.”  
We thank Matthew for coming again to visit St. Luke’s and bringing his stories of God’s work 
through SEAPC. 
 

 

 

Baptism Celebration 
On February 12th the 9:30 worship service will be dedicated to the 
celebration of Christian baptism. Immediately following the service, 
everybody is invited to the church basement Fellowship Hall for a 
continental breakfast fellowship.   

 To assist in Christian parenting, new candles, devotionals and other 
materials will be available. If you know anyone who would like to consider becoming 
baptized, please contact Pastor Keller as soon as possible.  

Please rsvp to Marge Kollinger, Milestone Ministry Coordinator by emailing mar-
giek@zoominternet.net of your attendance and if you’d like to donate a food item for 
the continental breakfast  

mailto:margiek@zoominternet.net
mailto:margiek@zoominternet.net
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Outreach/Evangelism 
Open for Prayer:  6:00—8:00,  

February 27th  the sanctuary is 

Open for Prayer.  Please come in 

and enjoy the quietness of our 

sanctuary to reflect and pray.  Bring your pray-

ers to God and let them be heard. 

 

 

Saxony Health Center Worship Service 

February 12 at 2:00 pm 

All are welcome to come! 

 

The monthly service will be held in 
the Alzheimer's Unit of Elmcroft and 
St. Luke’s ministry groups are being 
asked to help with the service.  This 
is your chance to serve and love the 
community.  Many residents re-

spond to old favorite hymns, and would wel-
come fellowship. They would appreciate assis-
tance turning pages and offering encourage-
ment. The group for February is Junior Youth 
led by Pastor Keller.   The service starts at 2 
p.m. on February  5th and will be 30-45 minutes 
in length.  For additional information, see Jean-
nine Sanford. 

Spotlight on Ministry 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Prayer shawls are available for you to give to someone who needs comfort. 
Each prayer shawl contains a prayer card, with St. Luke’s name on it and the 
prayer. Many will also have the name of the person who made the shawl. The 
St. Luke’s Sewing ministry, the organizer of the Prayer Shawl ministry, wants 
to help you show the love of God through Christian care.  You may give one 
to someone you know who really needs to know that they are loved by God 
and being held in prayer by the people of God.   St. Luke’s Sewing Ministry 

invites you to make a request to receive one for giving to a person in need by calling Gayle 
Gundlach or Pastor Keller.  If you would be interested in making a prayer shawl, please 
contact Velma Boltz or Pastor Keller.   

Abba’s House 
ABBA’S House   320 West Main Street   Saxonburg PA      

contact@AbbasHouse.net or  

providenceshouse@aol.com 

mailto:contact@AbbasHouse.net
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Memorial money was given to St. Luke’s 

In Memory of Dorothy Foertsch (November 10, 2016)  

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Lacanic 

Judy Franke 

St. Luke’s Memorials 

In Memory of Lucille Blakeley (December 1, 2016)  

David and Stefanie Fennell 

Bob and Donna Shipe 

David and Kathy McRandal 

Mary Lou Stewart and Norma Lee Pickard 

Marlene and Al Lacanic 

Bonnie Ekas 

Carolyn and Larry Paulsen 

In Memory of Betty Learn (December 18, 2016)  

Leland Learn 

Amy and Carl Smith 

Dan and Lori Solenday 

Washington Township Supervisors 

In Memory of Audrey Pitschke (December 26, 2016)  

Anonymous 
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ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES:  Have you signed up for your 2017 Lutheran Marriage En-
counter Weekend?  Marriage Encounter invites married couples on a journey—a deepening 
of your love.  The program allows husband and wife to eliminate all distractions and focus 
solely on each other for the weekend.  A $100 per couple registration fee gets you signed 
up; plus toward the end of the weekend, you will be given an opportunity to make a confi-
dential contribution of whatever amount you wish toward continuation of the program.  Two 
nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies are included.  The 2017 Northeast 

US Weekends are: 

 March 24-26, 2017 at Toftrees Golf Resort Conference Center -- a peaceful resort nestled in 1500 wooded 
acres in State College, PA. 

 April 28-30, 2017 in Lancaster, PA, at the all newly-renovated Heritage Hotel Lancaster, home of the unique 
tree-house-inspired restaurant, “Loxley’s.”   

 September 15-17, 2017 at Spruce Lake Retreat Center, Canadensis, PA, a new hotel-style facility on Spruce 
Lake in the heart of the Pocono Mountains – an hour north of Allentown.  

 October 6-8, 2017 at the Black Swan Inn in Lee, Massachusetts.  Nestled in the foothills of the Berkshire 
Mountains, a hidden gem overlooking Laurel Lake – an hour north of Hartford, CT. 

To sign up online, go to: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and pay the $100 registration fee using your credit card, 
or mark the option to mail in a check   For questions, or if you would like a brochure mailed to you, contact 
Northeast US Area Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or email: 
fjschamber@comcast.net.   Registrations are limited, so act TODAY to ensure that you can attend the Weekend 
of your choice!   

Saxonburg  

Memorial Church 

 
110 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 
 
Saturday  
March 18,2017 
8 am to 3 pm 
 
Tickets $25 
 
www.reversethecurse.org 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001L6mAly2LJ2wTqervFhA4vcHnjPxS1G8aTFdzYNROkoebwEQHGIiON3dNhjgYWn7BULJUhxuxfJR4EoPGrnJYtgqWzJYEGF1N14kPYogMkg7qmqAju6KrWUVYjRvHURt9Wv9sG0B71d0EfwTqIrEfIyPqidrbcaZQ&c=LyQrteN8bMhpeT6XpDZtoY1jWBjOZ8g9x7qh7tXjTURp5BgiMTmn5A==&ch=IYyCR
mailto:fjschamber@comcast.net


 

16    

Non-Profit Org 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Bulter, PA 

Permit No. 80 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
ST. LUKE’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
310 MAIN ST. 
P O BOX 187 
SAXONBURG, PA 16056 

Phone:724-352-2333 

Fax:724-352-2366 

mail:stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

Check out 

our website 

at 
Have you noticed?  There is a red box 
in the back parking lot placed by Key-
stone Paralyzed Veterans.   The box is 
there to collect clothing for veterans.  
Items will be picked up weekly and any-
thing they can’t use will be recycled.  
Nothing is thrown away.  For more infor-
mation about this group visit its website 
at www.kpva.org. 

Bring Your Tablet or Notebook to Church 

You can download the bulletin and/or announcements onto your tablet, notebook or phone and bring it to church to save on paper.  Just go to 
our website, stlks.com, and click on the “Info Center” tab to find the latest bulletin and announcement sheet. You can access “ST Lukes Guest” 
with the password stlukes310. 

http://www.kpva.org

