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2016 
 

St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 Main St. 

P O Box 187 

Saxonburg, PA 16056 

www.stlks.com 

St. Luke’s  

Vision Statement 

Guided by the Holy Spirit 

to share God’s loving 

grace through disciple-

ship; strengthening faith 

through the Word, family,  

fellowship and 

 giving.  

2007 Council Retreat 

 

Worship Times 

8:15, 9:30 & 10:45 

9:30 Sunday School 

Communion on 1st, 3rd 

and 5th Sundays 

 

Office Hours 

Monday   9-3 

Tuesday  9-3 

Wednesday  9-3 

Thursday  9-3 

Church Council 

Meeting 

February 8, 2016 

7:00 pm 

More than 25 years ago, the Souper Bowl of Caring began with a sim-

ple prayer from a single youth group. “Lord, even as we enjoy the Su-

per Bowl football game, help us to be mindful of those without a bowl of 

soup to eat.” 

Cabot Food Bank will be the 2016 charity recipient of St. Luke’s Hunger 

Campaign. You can be a part of the movement in three ways: 

CANS vs. CASH challenge - “Fruits of the Spirit”  

Every dollar donated will go to Cabot Food Bank. Please give gen-

erously on Souper Bowl Sunday, Feb. 7
th
. St. Luke’s youth will 

be stationed at sanctuary doors with kettles following worship 

services. 

Canned goods will be collected until February 14
th
 through the con-

gregation and Sunday school. The food bank is particularly in 

need of soup, spaghetti sauce, cereal, and cans of fruit. Collec-

tion boxes will be set up in both narthexes. The goal is 100-plus 

cans! Congregation and Sunday school – are you up for the 

challenge?! 

Sue Shaltes, the food bank coordinator, will be available during the 

9:30 coffee hour in the Fellowship Hall on Feb. 7
th
 to chat and 

answer questions. She will have a display and explain how St. 

Luke’s offerings directly impact those served by the food bank. 

St. Luke’s members have been assisting monthly at the food 

bank for years. 
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Pastor’s Page 

Support for 2015 

But I will rejoice even if I lose my life, pouring it out like a liquid offering to God, just like your faithful service is an offering to 
God. And I want all of you to share that joy.  Yes, you should rejoice, and I want all of you to share that joy. (Philippians 2:17-18) 

 

From a financial point of view, we poured out not only an offering in leaderships, but also an offering 
of service and financial support.  Our year ended with a -$2,971 deficit, but over $55,000 was received in des-
ignated or special ministry projects.  Overall this adds up to a stronger year than last year!  Praise God for the 
way we’ve shared His grace through our ministry to heal the broken and save the lost!  Participation for min-
istry was also good; the pages of this report testify to the wonderful way our ministry teams in 2015 touched 
people’s lives.   

Through the service of our many ministry teams in 2015 people’s lives were touched in beautiful 
ways.  To put it simply, St. Luke’s Saxonburg’s ministry has literally fed the Hungry, clothed the needy, and 
helped others in times of physical and spiritual need.  We have been faithful to do as the Lord asks to provide 
weekly worship and generous use of the sacraments of the church. We have provided opportunities for all ag-
es to read the Bible and let it inspire us to faith in God and love for our neighbor.  Service and a spirit of gen-
erosity is a hallmark of St. Luke’s Saxonburg and this year was no exception to previous years of faithful giv-
ing to the glory of the Lord and for the love of our neighbor.    

Yet, even with the generosity of our congregation at the end of the year, church council believes it is 
responsible to reduce the 2016 ministry budget by 8%.  Why?   Irregular month- to-month giving by the con-
gregation this past year and lowered worship attendance has called church council to closely examine our 
goals for the New Year.  We have decided not to budget for a replacement to the Director of Discipleship and 
reduce Benevolence contributions by 10% each.  Church council will establish clear goals for the next three 
years and use this time to invest in building up our relationship with God, reaching out to one another and out 
to our neighbor.  I see a year dedicated to investing in and renewing relationships!   They key word for our 
direction is “Christian fellowship” or Koinonia— (koi·no·nia Biblical Greek). Friendship, mutual support 
and contribution; communion and fellowship.  Fellowship with God and one another is God’s call this year. 

 

Investing directs today and benefits tomorrow   

1 John 1:7 “but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another…”    
    

 Our greatest gift is the Lord and our second is found in one another!  So much love for us to share!  
We need to tap into it and let it flow as freely and generously as possible.  It is for all ages from the ages by 
the God of the ages!  Across the generations, may we at St. Luke’s invest in the power of God’s love and see 
how it pays off with the joy of changed minds, the peace of a clean heart, and new hope for a cheerful people. 

 Thank you for the honor of serving as pastor.   Your prayers, constructive criticism, and words of en-
couragement keep me going.  I consider the depth of your generous love for me as the blessing of fellowship 
that keeps me going in faithful service.  I look forward to how the Lord will direct us in a new year of build-
ing faith and character in Christ.  God bless you and keep you in His peace.  

 

In the service of Jesus Christ, 

The Rev. Roger G. Keller  

Like a wise man, build your house on the Rock… Matt. 7:24 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/1-John/1/7
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    New Year's is a time for reflecting on the past 
and envisioning the future.  In the world, it's an op-
portunity to do better and improve ourselves.  In the 
church, it's a time for us to review and reevaluate our 
ministries to see if we are where the Lord is calling us 
to be and then rededicate ourselves to His mission.   

 

    Council gathered together in January and began 
with a devotional entitled, "Why God Comes First."   

It taught us how we think about God is important and 
what can prevent God from being first in our lives 
(like not understanding who God really is; our own 
selfishness; and lack of biblical skills especially in 
resolving conflict and issues).    

 

      Pastor read thank-you notes from our mission giv-
ing recipients to help us see how God is at work 
through faithful giving to our ministry budget.  They 
were tangible examples of how the Lord works with 
the dollars we give  to feed the poor (Katie's Kitchen), 
visit the sick (Caroling & Bell Choir concerts at local 
nursing facilities), care for others in love (Oktoberfest 
and Circle of Support for the Steiner family), and 
spread the Gospel (through the witness of our youth 
who gave up their time to show the Lord's love to oth-
ers in mission and camping experiences).  We were 
excited for all these ways the Lord has touched the 
lives of others through us.     

 

     We rejoiced at the news of receiving a $10,000 
grant from the Cooper Family Foundation and a per-
sonal $2000 gift from Linda Cooper that were specifi-
cally designated for the repairs and updates to the 
Hattie Cooper Room and patio.  Linda included a 
beautiful letter recognizing how the Lord is working 
through our faith community at St. Luke's.  It made us 
realize sometimes we get so involved in the "doing" 
that we fail to see the resulting witness we are provid-
ing.  These were wonderful reminders to us that the 
Lord is truly at work in our midst.    

 

     New Business included discussion of the council 
elections.  While we will miss those who will leave us 
in January, we are happy others have committed to 
another year serving our church family through the 
ministry of church council.  We look forward to hav-
ing new members join our fellowship.  

        We discussed the need for another council re-
treat to prayerfully discern our ministry's mission, 
vision, and goals for the next two years.  The Lord 
seems to be impressing on our hearts the need to grow 
deeper in our fellowship with Him and with each oth-
er, so that will be the focus for our retreat.  Please 
pray we will discover His calling for our mission and 
ministry and that we will be able to communicate our 
vision and goals clearly.     

   

     We also discussed each of the 12 ministries  pro-
posed for our 2016 mission giving and how the Lord 
is working through each one.  As pastor summarized 
the work of each ministry, we were able to connect 
how our giving directly affects the lives of others in 
our community and across the world, like how our 
donations of money and blankets to the Southeast 
Asia Prayer Center helped bring warmth and smiles to 
little children in Nepal.  

 

     The last thing on our agenda was the proposed 
2016 Budget to fund our ministries.  We rejoiced at 
how the Lord touched the hearts of our brothers and 
sisters to offer so many gifts this Christmas season!  
After prayerfully considering our spiritual and fiscal 
responsibilities, we recommended a ministry budget 
based on faith that will allow us to continue to teach 
the Gospel and show Jesus' love to each other, our 
neighbors, and those in need.       

 

      We reflect and give thanks for what the Lord has 
done among us and through us in 2015 because of 
your faithful support.  We also look forward with ex-
citement in anticipation of what is yet to be in 2016 as 
we rededicate ourselves and our church family to His 
service.   

 

     When we worship together and seek His vision for 
our lives and our church family, we pray we will be 
able to grow deeper in our relationship with Jesus and 
our fellowship with each other in order to serve others 
in His love.   

 

     Come, let's worship and grow together! 

       

   ~Judy Moser 

      Secretary 

S┼ Luke’s Council Communiqué  
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Thank you for coming to see Mom and help 
comfort us through this difficult time.  Thank 
you for the prayers and for your caring and 
thoughtfulness.  Your visits helped us.  The 
poinsettia’s are beautiful.  Planning to release 
Mom from the hospital January 12th going to 
Concordia, hopefully, for skilled nursing and 
physical therapy.  Thank you and please still 
keep praying. We will keep you updated. God 

Bless, Helen, Mary Ann and Helen Slaninka 

Thank you 
Peace to all my friends in Christ—I was so 

touched by all who sang Christmas carols on my 

porch.  Thank you. It was a tough day for me and 

you made it a lot brighter.  I am proud to be a part 

of such a great church.  Love and God Bless, 

Charlie Ekas 

St. Luke’s Family, 

Thank you for the box of  treats and the 

visit of  Christmas carolers!  The lovely mu-

sic really brightened our day! Love, Matt, 

Cortney, Cora and Lillian Christoforetti 

To all the carolers: You really surprised me.  Thanks 

so much and also for the cookies.  May all of you 

have a blessed Christmas and that Santa is good to all 

the children also a Happy and Healthy 2016.  Marge 

Reinhart. 

Dear Pastor Roger Keller, Marge Kollinger and 

Staff, Thank you so very much for the two checks 

from donations, quilt show, and for signs, given 

to Abba’s House! Funds were dipping very low 

for a while there and after prayer the Lord is an-

swering and support is coming in!  Praise the 

Lord for His goodness! We so appreciate your 

generosity!  God Bless you richly with His love 

and joy! In Christ, Brian and Providence Hartle The Saxonburg District Woman’s Club held our an-
nual fall tea on Saturday, November 7th in Centen-
nial Hall.  This is our big fundraiser to benefit local 
projects and charities.  It was so nice to have the 
entrance inside and out still decorated from the 
Oktoberfest.  This added to our decorations and 
everything looked beautiful and festive.   

A big thank you to Micah and Eli Keller and Austin 
Heade who showed up unexpectedly to be our 
servers so our members could enjoy the afternoon 
with their guests. These young men were very pro-
fessional in serving, attitude and appearance.  St. 
Luke’s can be very proud of these young men. 

Sincerely, Jackie Bice and Judy Gundlach. 

Thank you, St. Luke’s, for the colorful flow-
ers Pastor Keller brought for Audrey’s recov-
ery.  Flowers show God’s love.  Flowers 
transmit peace.  For God and Country,  

Walter & Audrey Gerlach 

A big thank you to the Sewing Ministry for their do-

nation of 13 hats, 13 scarves and 4 pairs of gloves 

for the Cabot Food Bank’s warming tree.  The com-

bined effort of the Womens’ Club and the Sewing 

Ministry enabled us to donate 160 items to help 

keep our community warm this winter.—Touching 

the lives of others through warmth and caring 

—The Saxonburg District Womans’ Club 
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The Buzz Report: Sunday School 

Pre K through Grade 6 gather with their teach-

ers in the sanctuary at the start of the hour to 

worship the Lord in praise and song. Lessons 

from Group Publishing continue to be used in 

the classrooms. A typical lesson invites rela-

tionship building time, teaches kids to recog-

nize God in their daily lives, and has Bible ac-

tivities that lead children into God’s Word. 

They learn how to live out God’s Word per-

sonally by applying what they learned in the 

coming week. Buzz at Home cards are sent 

home for families to reinforce what is taught 

each Sunday. 

Confirmation students are in the midst of Holy 

Baptism and will soon discuss Holy Commun-

ion. All students and their families were part of 

a special 9:30 service on January 17
th
 that fo-

cused on Baptism. High school students, and 

adult classes in the Star Room and Hattie 

Cooper Room continue to study God’s Word.  

Sunday school youth will be part of Souper 

Bowl Sunday on February 7th. Please bring in 

canned goods for Cabot Food Bank. Epiphany 

will soon end and we will be entering the re-

flective Lenten season leading up to Easter. 

The Sunday school and St. Luke’s sewing 

group will band together to make and collect 

items for baby care kits as part of this year’s 

Lenten mission outreach. A number of our 

youth attended the YouthQuake at the end of 

January. The next Festival Sundays will be 

held on February 14
th
 and Easter Sunday. 

As you can see, there is a class for everybody 
and activities for all ages! Invite a friend and 
Come and See! 

Christian Education 

New Class for Senior High Students: 

Is your faith real or counterfeit?  Are you liv-

ing your own faith or that of your parents, 

friends or Hollywood?  What do you be-

lieve?  Why?  Join the high school Sunday 

school class as we discuss the hard-to-

answer questions that will challenge you 

and strengthen YOUR faith.  Start the dis-

cussion at #stlkyouth.  Tell us what your 

faith means to you. 
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“The Cross – The Power Tool of God” 

1st Corinthians 1:18 – The message of the cross...to us who are being saved it 

is the power of God. 

The Lenten theme this year focuses on the Cross as power tool of God. It 

will start on Ash Wednesday with a special children’s event at that evening 

service and run through Easter Sunday. 

You will hear about the “Power Tools” of God each Sunday. To whet the appetite, however, we 

will let you in on one tool for a very important reason: Service. 

In conjunction with St. Luke’s Sewing Ministry, the Lenten service mission outreach of the church 

and Sunday school will be the collection of items and funds for Baby Care Kits to be distributed 

through Lutheran World Relief. 

Bringing a baby into the world can be difficult and a scary thing for a mother living in poverty. 

She worries about the baby’s health when there is a lack of money to buy things every mother 

wants for her newborn. The items included in a Baby Care Kit provide the things a mother needs 

to care for her baby the way she hopes to – soft blankets to give warmth and comfort, soap to 

keep germs away. Lack of something to dress her baby in often keeps a mother isolated from 

her community.  

Baby Care Kits provide encouragement by welcoming little ones into an international community 

that cares. The kits are distributed as part of emergency and relief efforts, but also given out as 

part of LWR health initiatives to encourage women to seek prenatal care. These kind of programs 

help more babies in rural, poor areas to receive a healthy start in life. 

Sewing members are already hard at work creating receiving blankets, cloth diapers, gowns or 

sleepers, a jacket sweater or sweatshirt with hood. The ministry group meets every Thursday al-

ternating weeks at 10:30 am or 6 pm in the Fellowship Hall. They will have lessons on sewing, 

crocheting and crafts. All are invited to attend. 

A shopping list of items that will be needed to complete each kit will be available starting Ash 

Wednesday. Items will be collected through April 3rd.  The goal is to assembly 20 complete kits 

this summer. In addition to the items being made by the Sewing Ministry, each kit includes the 

following: 

  2  light-weight cotton T-shirts (6-24 months of size),  no onesies or snaps. 

  2  pairs of socks; 1 hand towel, dark color 

  2-3 bath-sized bars of soap, equaling up to 8-9 oz., original wrapping 

Lenten Campaign 
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Come to hear local Christian leaders answer, 

 
“Why the Cross?” 

 

“…foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” (I Cor. 1:18) 

Every Wednesday from February 17, 2016 to March 16, 2016 

Time for all services:  12 (noon) and 7 pm. 
 

February 17 

 Church Zion United Methodist Church 

   438 Bear Creek Road, Sarver, PA 

Preacher  Rev. Jeff Curtis, Interim Pastor of Saxonburg Memorial 
Church 

 

February 24 

 Church St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church 

   315 Stoney Hollow Road, Cabot, PA  

Preacher Rev. Tom Jones, Pastor of Summit Presbyterian Church 

 

March 2 

 Church Saxonburg Memorial Church 

   466 West Main Street, Saxonburg, PA 

Preacher Rev. Mark Pattock, Father/Pastor of St. Joseph’s Ro-
man Catholic Church 

 

March 9 

Noon Church Jefferson Center Presbyterian Church 

   390 Frazier Road, Saxonburg, PA 

7 pm Church Cabot United Methodist Church 

   707 Winfield Road 

   Cabot, PA   

Preacher Rev. Shawn Smith, Pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

 

March 16 

 Church St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

   310 West Main Street, Saxonburg, PA  

Preacher Rev. Kerry Doyal, Pastor of  Christ Community Fellow-
ship 

   

Good Friday Worship Services—Friday, March 25 

Men—6:00am—Saxonburg Memorial Presbyterian Church 

Youth—11:00am—Centennial Hall, Saxonburg – Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
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Anthony Ross   2/1 

Ruth Cypher   2/2 

Wallace Cypher   2/3 

Allen Knappenberger  2/3 

Payne Crouch   2/4 

Julie Edder   2/4 

Savannah Weston  2/7 

Scarlett Weston   2/7 

Jason Fox   2/14 

Christine Kunkel   2/15 

Sydney Gilliland   2/17 

Pr. Roger Keller   2/17 

Joseph Trempus    2/18 

Tori Lark    2/19 

Lindsay Nelson   2/19 

Dolores Renfrew   2/20 

Alex Wible   2/21 

Laura Gundlach   2/23 

Thomas Patterson  2/23 

Betty Learn   2/25 

Kelly Hay   2/26 

David McRandal   2/26 

Adam Buss   2/27 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill and Liz Gordon  2/11 

Bob and Donna Shipe  2/17 

Tom and Janet McClean  2/24 

Choir Notes 
Do you need refreshment?  Want to beat 
the winter blues? During this upcoming 
Lenten season, won’t you make a Lenten 
commitment to join your voice with ours in 
praise to the Lord!  We are now looking for 
choir members for Palm Sunday and Easter. 
Rehearsals are Thursdays at 7:30. The rewards are great! 

www.stlks.com  

At St. Luke’s 

New office hours: 

Monday  9-3 

Tuesday  9-3 

Wednesday  9-3 

Thursday  9-3 

Summer Church 
Camp 2016!  

Camperships are avail-
able for up to $200 per 
camping week.  All 
members of St. Luke’s 

are eligible for camperships due to a 
generous donation to ensure that camp 
is affordable to all.  If your child is 
signed up for camp, just submit your 
registration form showing the dates, 
camp name and amount of depos-
it.   You can e-mail it to the church of-
fice or drop it off.   Confirmation stu-
dents are eligible for an additional 
$100.00 from the youth fund if you are 
not attending the mission trip. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

FCS Retreat at Laurelville 

April 15-17 

 

 

2016 VBS 

June 26-29 
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          PARISH PRAYER NOTES: 

THOSE MEMBERS UNABLE TO REGULARLY WORSHIP WITH US : 

Lucille Blakeley,  Room 38, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Fred Crux,  Room 17, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 (friend) 

Ruth Cypher, 411 Riverside Drive, #607, Freeport, PA 16229 

Ruth Franke, Room 24, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Grace Markovich, Room 38, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

John Nuti, 121 Deer Creek Road, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Fran Setzenfand, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Barbara Schneidmiller, 134 Marwood Road, Cabot, PA 16023 

Lois Shindledecker, 134 Marwood Road, Cabot, PA 16023 

 

 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS WE HAVE LIFTED IN PRAYER DURING JANUARY: Michael Ecola, Eliz-
abeth Bartley (chemotherapy), Ray Armor, Glen Cypher, Ruth Elder, Peg Mann (assisted living), Merab Dren-
nen, Helen Slaninka, Kathy Scott (colon cancer), Alex’s grandpa is cancer free, Shirley Winkler’s brother, 
Lois Govan (heart attack), Evelyn (cancer), David Dubrowski (liver transplant), Carol Neubert, Noah 
Kollinger (mono), Billy Wetzel (heart), John Roush (stroke), Ron Roush (heart), Nancy Roush, Kent Badger, 
Ned Ziegler, Bill Champion (broken hip), Frank Ekas, Sr., George Frantz, Jaime Wilson, Lucille Blakeley, 
Wanda Balfour (melanoma), Mary Hawn (dementia),  Betty Learn (hand surgery), Stefanie and Taylor Letters, 
Elaine Foertsch, Carol Blank (hospitalization), Elizabeth Covone, for prayer for the unborn and for the wom-
en who are caring for them, Don Cypher (lymphoma), Eleanor Hanna (hospitalization), Bill Geddy, Phyllis 
McRae, Marcia (Haven 3)  

BEREAVED: For the family and friends of Doris Longdon (Marge Kollinger’s aunt), Kathy Scott, Tim 
Plosch, Jean Dreher, Gertrude Dreher, Erin Myers, Gertie Duke, Thomas Jeffries  

THANKSGIVINGS: For Sunday School play characters, kitchen helpers, set up and clean-up crews and 
cookie bakers, the baptism of Lillian Maeve Christoforetti, daughter of Matthew and Cortney Christoforetti, 
sister of Cora, granddaughter of Mark and Cathy Christoforetti and Donald and Michele Pasko, sponsored by 
Michael and Alexanderia Christoforetti, for the baptism of Weiguo Xiang and Lifeng (Lilly) Chen, sponsored 
by Dr. James and Ronna Drennen, Laura Gundlach graduating with a Masters in Education  

 

 

 

February 10, 2016 

Noon and 7 pm 

St. Luke’s Church 

Kings Kidz  during the Ash Wednesday 7 pm Service 

If you are aware of someone in the 
hospital or in need of pastoral 
care, please call the church office 
and let us know.   
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What a year we have had and the people we had in-
volved is amazing.  The year began with a new fur-
nace, venting and AC in Centennial Hall.   A new fur-
nace and AC unit was also needed in the North Nar-
thex of the church and was done at the same time 
with high efficiency units.  The drains project on the 
State Street Side of the church was completed which 
eliminated water leaking into the church basement 
where water damage was occurring.  We have a vol-
unteer who has agreed to work on the plaster repairs 
and then painting and new flooring can be finished at 
the bottom of the stairs.   

Water damage was repaired in the Hattie Cooper 
Room and a plan for renovation of that room is under 
way with the organization of a task force.  Money has 
been donated by the Cooper Foundation. The roof of 
the church was leaking again in the valley where the 
roof of the addition meets the church.  We had a 
roofer in to patch the area and the water damage will 
be addressed after we see if it remains dry after win-
ter months.   

 

The following property pages are submitted for your 
review.  Hopefully they are received as blessings. 

* New Parking Lot Entrance - a welcome update to all 
who regularly use the parking lot entrance to St. 
Luke’s.  Our existing doors were becoming more and 
more difficult to maneuver, less secure to weather 
and intruders.  Evaluations were secured and bids 
accepted for replacement.  The new entryway is ADA 
compliant eliminating our old threshold tripping haz-
ard, they add light to the stairway and are easily 
opened and secured to widen the entrance to a full 6 
feet.  For the many who liked the significance of the 
red doors we worked at keeping the red arch above 
and added the architectural feature of the Luther 
Rose.  Using the Luther Rose is in keeping with the 
choice on our new sign at Centennial Hall and the up-
date of the stone church sign in front.  

 

 

The Luther Rose 

The Cross  
First, there is a black cross in the middle of a red 
heart. This reminds me that I believe with my heart 
that Jesus loves me!  
The Heart  
Even though there is a black cross on the heart and I 
know that Jesus died on a cross for me, the heart 
stays colorful and alive. God is the creator and care-
taker of all life.  
The Rose  
The heart lies on a white rose like a soft blanket re-
minding me that my faith gives me joy, peace and 
comfort. The rose should be white because white is 
the color of angels.  
The Blue Background  
Blue is the color of the sky and reminds me of heav-
en. It is also the color of hope all the wonderful 
things God has promised me.  
The Gold Ring  
Gold is one of the most precious metals in all the 
earth. God loves each one of us as if we were the 
most precious thing in all the world. When I look at 
the ring I don’t see a beginning or an end to it. This is 
just like God’s love for the world that will last forever 
and will never end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued on the next page) 

 

Parish Coordinator 



 

11    

Fellowship Life 
 

Valentine’s Lunch 
– 12:00 February 
3, 2016 in Fellow-
ship Hall. Pizza, 
Salad and dessert.  

We will make Valentine Cards for the shut-
ins. 
 
 

 
St. Luke’s Sewing 
Ministry meets every 
Thursday alternating 
weeks at 10:30 or 
6:00 pm in Fellowship 

Hall (church basement).  We will work on the 
fleece blankets and LWR quilts.  We will also 
have lessons on sewing, crocheting and crafts.  
Bring your own project and join us for fun and 
conversation.  All ages are welcome.   

 
The new flower chart is availa-
ble in the church office.  If you 
know of a special date on which 
you would like to donate the al-
tar flowers, sign up on the chart 

or call or e-mail the church office at 724-352-
2333 or stlukechurch@consolidated.net. The 
flower chart is posted in the north narthex right 
outside the chancel door. 

 

 

Monday Morning Meeting 

is taking a break for the 

winter and will resume 

class on March 7, 2016 

when will continue our 

study of The Reason for God—Belief in an 

Age of Skepticism* by Timothy Keller. 

With the addition of the new doors we completed a new security system 
and enhanced our wi-fi in the church and Centennial Hall.  God has 
blessed us greatly this year as we continue to take our ministry into the 
21st century.  Thanks be to God! 

* How about our beautiful new nursery?   A vision and effort of 4 fami-
lies: Courtney and Matt Christoforetti, Kim and Chris Lunn, Emily and 
Dale Wible and Lisa and Dan Wible. The nursery was moved upstairs to 
bring the young children to the most convenient spot for parents that 
we had available in the church, facilitating use of the new gathering spot 
aka the “Koinonia” Room, bathrooms with changing stations and easy 

access from the sanctuary when necessary.  During the summer months, the budget and target date of com-
plete were set, and they were off!  Moving furniture, painting, patching, cleaning and shopping, they dedicat-
ed many hours and lots of muscle power to reach their goal of Rally Sunday.  It has been used regularly by 
our St. Luke’s Little Lambs and staffed by Ruby Shearer.  Helpers are always needed so please let Marge 
Kollinger or the Church Office know if you are willing to be put in rotation for “helping” as the new schedule 
is being prepared for 2016.  A blessed job well done!        

St. Luke’s has been blessed.  The Lord has chosen us all as disciples and has given us the resources to take his 
word to our community and throughout the world.    Through our congregation and campus we can share the 
love and Koinonia as only Christians following in the footsteps of Jesus Christ can do.  Let’s all be good stew-
ards of all that has been given to us.  Extend an invitation to someone you know who is looking for a place to 
worship and share the love.   
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Benevolence 
Welcome to the fifth year of a regular feature in the Angel highlighting the monthly recipients 
of St. Luke’s Christian Mission benevolence funds. For the past six years, St. Luke’s has di-
rectly given $22,000 in 12 equal shares to mission and outreach ministries ($1,833.33 month). 
The 2016 list was approved at the annual congregational meeting on January 31st.  
   
January 2016  
Southeast Asia Prayer Center of Oakmont – Rev. Matthew Geppert addressed St. Luke’s 
worship services on January 31st.  He is the president of SEAPC, a prayer organization dedi-
cated to prayer, training leaders, sharing faith with others and reaching the needs of children 
throughout the world.  SEAPC has four platforms of ministry: health care, education, parent-
ing, and economic development. He took blankets made by the St. Luke’s sewing group to 
Asia last year. “Who could have imagined that we would see nations like Cambodia, China, 
India, Nepal, Myanmar and Laos open their doors to the Gospel,” Pastor Geppert said in the 
annual SEAPC annual report. “”I now know, more than ever before, that the indicators of a 
nation’s redemption are found first in the eyes of the orphaned child. In our message to the na-
tions we serve, the cost we carry in building platforms for parenting, healthcare, education 
and economic development fails to compare to the price Jesus paid for our redemption. Your 
gift has clothed, fed, and freed the lives of Africans, Asians, Middle Easterners, Americans 
from North to South, and has changed entire nations through prayer.” Some snapshots of hope 
from 2015: 

 Hosted a Pray for the Americas over a 40-day period last summer. Participants of the Pray 
Americas movement have risen with love to serve their home nations. Prayer movements 
occurred around the globe. 

 Global disaster relief in Nepal and Myanmar. 

 Education in Laos.  

 China. Five teachers from China traveled to the US last year for training in research-based 
treatment for children with autism. Over 10 years, the goal is to train 1,000 people to serve 
500 support centers. The centers will be established in each province of China. 

 Tibet – children continue to be treated for heart disease 
 
February 2016 
 
 Lutheran Lay Renewal of America, this month’s designee, is a non-profit Christian ministry 
of lay people who facilitate renewal weekends at churches throughout the United States. LLR 
offers the pastor and church leadership the opportunity to strengthen and renew the congrega-
tion for greater involvement in ministry. Bill Oehlschlager, outreach director, spearheaded a 
retreat at St. Luke’s several years ago. The 45-year-old ministry consists of three components: 
a program for adults, a program for teens, and a program for children. The programming falls 
into five categories: worship, prayer, sharing faith stories, small group discussions, and fel-
lowship. LLRA hosted 19 events in 2015. New ministry offerings also are popular: “Your En-
counter with the Holy Spirit” and “Sharing Your Faith” workshops and a Spiritual Transfor-
mation retreat. St. Luke’s hosted  one of those workshops last summer.  
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Outreach/Evangelism 
Community Quiet Time:  6:00—

8:00,  February 22nd  is Commu-

nity Quiet Time in the Sanctuary 

of St. Luke’s.  Please come in 

and enjoy the quietness of our sanctuary to re-

flect and pray.  Bring your prayers to God and 

let them be heard. 

 

 

Saxony Health Center Worship Service 

October 11th at 2:00 pm 

All are welcome to come! 

The monthly service will be held in 
the Alzheimer's Unit of Elmcroft and 
St. Luke’s ministry groups are being 
asked to help with the service.  This 
is your chance to serve and love the 
community.  Many residents re-

spond to old favorite hymns, and would wel-
come fellowship. They would appreciate assis-
tance turning pages and offering encourage-
ment. The group for February is Junior Youth 
led by Kris Crouch.   The service starts at 2 
p.m. on February  7th and will be 30-45 minutes 
in length.  For additional information, see Jean-
nine Sanford. 

Spotlight on Ministry 
The Sewing Ministry had a super year.  In January we were able to give 18 fleece 

blankets and 3 scarves to Matt Geppert and SEAPC.  The items were taken to Asia 

through his missionary efforts.  In April, our group attended the LADIES-BUTLER 

AFTERFIVE WOMEN’S CONNECTION meeting.  We gave a 15-minute talk about our sewing ministry.  We 

displayed our 60x80 LWR quilts and our fleece blankets for Project Linus.  In May, we had a stand at St. 

Luke’s Gardener’s Paradise where we sold blankets netting $130.  At the Fall Festival – Quilt Show, we sold 

food and drinks in the basement of the church.  We made $659.51 for our group.  With these funds, we were 

able to purchase the fleece, cottons, batting, and yarn we use for our fleece blankets, 60x80 Lutheran World 

Relief blankets, and prayer shawls.  In October, we were able to travel to Pittsburgh to meet Lois Misko and 

the ladies involved in Project Linus.  We learned that every child from infants to the age of 17 receive a blan-

ket or quilt when they are hospitalized.  We were truly amazed what this group accomplishes.  We took 69 

blankets with us to donate to this cause.  Also, in October, we were able to take 9 large quilts to the Lutheran 

World Relief drop-off in Zelienople.  We gave them a $20 check to cover postage expenses.  In November, we 

made 13 hats, 13 scarves, and 4 pairs of mittens for the Cabot Food Bank.  This was done through the Saxon-

burg Woman’s Club.   

We appreciate all the donations our ministry has received, both monetary and sewing supplies and fabric.  We 

truly appreciate all of your support for our group.  We meet every Thursday –10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. and the 

following week in the evening - 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M.    We will welcome anyone who would like to come 

and join our group.  We are small, only 8, but we are busy and have lots of fun and fellowship. 
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         YOUR  CAR. . . . . . . . YOUR  MARRIAGE 

BOTH  RUN  SMOOTHER  WITH  A  TUNE  UP!   
 
Attention Married Couples:  Have you signed up 
for your spring Lutheran Marriage Encounter 
Weekend?  NOW is the time to register for this op-

portunity to rekindle the romance and realize the full potential of your marriage with all the joy and 
beauty God intended. Weekends run from Friday evening at 8 PM to Sunday afternoon around 4 
PM.  
The 2016 Pennsylvania Spring Weekends are: 

 April 8-10, 2016 in Lancaster, PA, at the all newly-renovated Heritage Hotel Lancaster, home of 
the unique tree-house-inspired restaurant, “Loxley’s” 

April 22-24, 2016 at the Penn Stater Conference Center Hotel, State College, PA, Happy Valley’s 
premier conference center located on a quiet hillside with views of Nittany Mountain 

Registrations are also being accepted for the September 16-18, 2016 Weekend at Spruce Lake Re-
treat Center in Canadensis, PA, in the Poconos and the October 21-23, 2016 Weekend at the beau-
tiful Olmsted Retreat Center in Ludlow, PA .  Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all 
supplies are included with your $100 per couple registration fee plus a contribution of whatever 
amount you wish to make near the end of the Weekend toward the continuation of the program.   

To sign up online, go to: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and pay the registration fee using your credit 
card, or mark the option to mail in a check.   Registrations are limited, so act today to ensure that 
you can attend the Weekend of your choice.  For questions, or if you would like a brochure 
mailed to you, contact Pennsylvania Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Scham-

2016 Prayer List of Mid-Northeast Mission District   

 

Please include the NALC and Bishop John Bradosky, the Mid-Northeast Mission District and Dean Alden 
Towberman & all our church leaders in the prayers of the church each week.  

Date Church Pastor 

Jan. 24 Brighton Heights Lutheran Church Rev. Brian Shirey 

Jan. 31 Christ Lutheran Church Rev. Mack Smith 

Feb. 7 Christ Lutheran Church 

Elderton, PA 

Rev. Joyce Dix-Weiers 

Feb. 14 Church of the Apostles Rev. Troy Mulvaine 

Feb. 21 Dunmyer Lutheran Church 

Johnstown, PA 

Rev. William Beck 

Feb. 28 Elderton Parish Rev. Joyce Dix-Weiers 
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Return the Blessing 

December 2015 

Ourselves, Our Time and Our Possessions . . . 

For the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ! 

Let us give thanks for our generous giving in December. 

 

Income Needed 21,222   YTD Income Needed 254,666 

Income Rec’d 46,817   YTD Income Rec’d  249,473 

Excess   25,595     Short by     5,193 

Butler First UMC 

Crossfire Campus 

 
1802 North Main St. 

Butler, PA 
 
Saturday  
March 12,2016 
8 am to 3 pm 
 
Tickets $30 
 
www.reversethecurse.org 

http://www.crownofbrothers.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/image1.jpg
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ST. LUKE’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
310 MAIN ST. 
P O BOX 187 
SAXONBURG, PA 16056 

Phone:724-352-2333 

Fax:724-352-2366 

mail:stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

Check out our 

new website at 

stlks.com 
 


