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LENT 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of a period of renewal – a time 

in which Christians consider the meaning of their Baptism into Christ 

and His Church.  During this season of Lent, we are called “to return 

to the Lord with all our heart.”  One of the most important ways to 

observe this holy season is to spend increased time daily in prayer, 

meditation, and Bible study, reflecting on the Passion and Death of 

our Lord Jesus.  May this Season of Lent be, for you, a time of renewal 

and spiritual refreshment, a time to walk more closely with Almighty 

God, our Creator.  
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February 17, 2021 
12:00 pm and 7:00 pm – Communion 
Ash Wednesday 

 
PRELUDE Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken  

– Mozart/De Cou 
 
 

GREETING 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  Almighty and ever-living God, you hate 
nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of all 

who are penitent.  Create in us new and honest hearts, 
so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from 

you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.   

C:  Amen. 

 

PSALM 51 
L:  Please let us read responsively Psalm 51. 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, 
    according to your steadfast love; 

  according to your abundant mercy 
    blot out my transgressions. 

2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
    and cleanse me from my sin. 

3 For I know my transgressions, 
    and my sin is ever before me. 
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4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned, 
    and done what is evil in your sight, 

  so that you are justified in your sentence 
    and blameless when you pass judgment. 

5 Indeed, I was born guilty, 
    a sinner when my mother conceived me. 

6 You desire truth in the inward being; 

    therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 

7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 
    let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 

9 Hide your face from my sins, 
    and blot out all my iniquities. 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
    and put a new and right spirit within me. 

11 Do not cast me away from your presence, 
    and do not take your holy spirit from me. 

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
    and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

    and sinners will return to you. 

14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, 
    O God of my salvation, 
    and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 

15 O Lord, open my lips, 
    and my mouth will declare your praise. 



3 

 

16 For you have no delight in sacrifice; 
    if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be 

    pleased. 

17 The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; 
    a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

18 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; 
    rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, 

19 then you will delight in right sacrifices, 
    in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; 

    then bulls will be offered on your altar. 

 

THE CONFESSION 
  

L: Most holy and merciful God, 
C: we confess to you and to one another, 

and before the whole company of heaven, 
that we have sinned by our fault, 

by our own fault, 
by our own most grievous fault, 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. 

 
L: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and 

mind, and strength. We have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others 

as we have been forgiven. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 
L: We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ 

served us. We have not been true to the mind of 
Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 



4 

 

L: Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, 

and apathy that have infected our lives, we confess 
to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

L: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our 
exploitation of other people, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

L: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our 
failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess to 

you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 
L: Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our 

indifference to injustice and cruelty, we confess to 

you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 
L: Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts 

toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and 
contempt toward those who differ from us, we 

confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 
L: Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our 

lack of concern for those who come after us, we 
confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

L: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from 

us. 
C: Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
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HYMN 
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THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES (Please be seated) 
Those who desire to receive ashes as a sign of their repentance may 

come forward to the altar.  Upon being marked with the sign of the 

cross, please return to your seat. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC (during distribution of ashes)    

Savior, When in Dust to You  
– Grant, text; Parry, music 

 
P: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
C: that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 
P: By the Cross and Passion of your Son, our Lord, 
C: bring us with all your saints to the joy of His 

resurrection. 
 

P: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
does not desire the death of sinners, but rather that 

they may turn from their wickedness and live.  
Therefore, we implore Him to grant us true 

repentance and his Holy Spirit, that those things may 
please Him which we do on this day, that the rest of 

our life may be pure and holy, and that at the last we 
may come to His eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 
C: Amen 
 
P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given 

to die for you, and for his sake God forgives you all 
your sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ he 
gives the power to become the children of God and 
bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen 
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HYMN (vs 1, 2, and 4) 

 
  



8 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 6: 1–6, 16–21 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 6. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1"Beware of practicing your piety before others in order 

to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from 
your Father in heaven. 

 2"So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet 
before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and 

in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. 
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.  3But 

when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done 

in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward 

you. 

 5"And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; 

for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at 
the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. 

Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.  6But 
whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door 

and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you.  
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 16"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the 

hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show 
others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have 

received their reward.  17But when you fast, put oil on 
your head and wash your face, 18so that your fasting may 

be seen not by others but by your Father who is in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward 

you.  

19"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 

where moth and rust consume and where thieves break 
in and steal;  20but store up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and 
where thieves do not break in and steal.  21For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Today’s readings: Joel 2: 12-19, 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10) 

 
 

SERMON  
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SERMON HYMN 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Lord, in your mercy.  
C: Hear our prayer. 

 
PREFACE  

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 
LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
C: Amen 
 
 

COMMUNION  

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P: Almighty God, You provide the True Bread from 

Heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Grant that 
we who have received the Sacrament of His body and 
blood may abide in Him and He in us, that we may be 
filled with the power of His endless life, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace, 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG  
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DISMISSAL 

P: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be 
of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render 

to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; 
support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; 

love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

POSTLUDE  Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer  

- Williams, Text; Hughes, Music 
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