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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 16056 

724-352-2333 

Stlks.com 

 

9:30 
 

Sunday, February 11, 2018 
 

PRELUDE  

 

THE GATHERING 

 

Welcome 

 

Invocation 

 

…When Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven 

opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form 

like a dove.  And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  Luke 3:22. 

 

Hymn:  Baptized and Set Free 
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Leader: Come one, 

All: Come all, 

 

Leader: Be united in God's amazing grace, 

All: Be woven together in joy, 

 

Leader: Be embraced by love, 

All: Knitted together in peace. 

 

Leader: Be bound by kindness, 

All: Sprinkled with water. 

 

Leader: Be made new in forgiveness, 

All: Set free for loving service. 

 

Leader: Be filled with gladness, 

All: Uplifted by praise. 

 

Leader: Come one, 

All: Come all. 

 

Hymn:  Amazing Grace/My Chains are Gone 

 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound  

that saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost, but now I'm found, 

was blind but now I see. 

 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

and grace my fears relieved. 

How precious did that grace appear  

the hour I first believed. 

 

My chains are gone, I've been set free. 

My God, my Savior has ransomed me. 

And like a flood His mercy reigns, 

unending love, amazing grace. 
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The Lord has promised good to me, 

His word my hope secures. 

He will my shield and portion be 

as long as life endures. 

 

My chains are gone, I've been set free. 

My God, my Savior has ransomed me. 

And like a flood His mercy reigns, 

unending love, amazing grace. 

(repeat) 

 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, 

the sun forbear to shine. 

But God who called me here below 

will be forever mine. 

Will be forever mine. 

You are forever mine. 

 

HOLY BAPTISM 

 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

 and born of the Virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven,  

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic Church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

THE BAPTISM OF Claire Mattea Christoforetti 

 Daughter of Matt and Cortney Christoforetti 

 

ACCLAMATION 

(After baptism) 

 

C: Blessed be God, 

 The source of all life, 

 The word of Salvation, 

 The Spirit of mercy. 

 

WELCOME & REJOICING WITH THE FAMILY OF GOD 

 

Hymn: Borning Cry (ELW 732) 

 

Prayer 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

 

L: Let us pray. . . . 

C: Amen. 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 

 

FIRST READING: Nehemiah 1: 1-9 

L: A reading from chapter one of Nehemiah. 
1The words of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah. In the month of Chislev, 

in the twentieth year, while I was in Susa the capital, 2one of my 

brothers, Hanani, came with certain men from Judah; and I asked 

them about the Jews that survived, those who had escaped the 

captivity, and about Jerusalem. 3They replied, "The survivors there 
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in the province who escaped captivity are in great trouble and 

shame; the wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have 

been destroyed by fire." 
4When I heard these words I sat down and wept, and mourned for 

days, fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 5I said, "O 

Lord GOD of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps 

covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his 

commandments; 6let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to 

hear the prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and 

night for your servants, the people of Israel, confessing the sins of 

the people of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Both I and 

my family have sinned. 7We have offended you deeply, failing to 

keep the commandments, the statutes, and the ordinances that you 

commanded your servant Moses. 8Remember the word that you 

commanded your servant Moses, 'If you are unfaithful, I will 

scatter you among the peoples; 9but if you return to me and keep 

my commandments and do them, though your outcasts are under 

the farthest skies, I will gather them from there and bring them to 

the place at which I have chosen to establish my name.'  

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSE Holy Ground  

 

We are standing on holy ground,  

And I know that there are angels all around. 

Let us praise Jesus now. 

We are standing in his presence on holy ground. 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 1: 1-8 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, chapter one. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  

 "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

 who will prepare your way; 

 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
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 'Prepare the way of the Lord, 

 make his paths straight,'" 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people 

from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 

were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel's 

hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and 

wild honey. 7He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I 

is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 

thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  

 

Musical Reflection 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

 

The Prayer of Confession  

 

C: Gracious God in Heaven, we bow before You to confess 

to You that we have sinned and done that which is evil in Your 

sight.  We have walked in pride, we have not been as thankful, 

or forgiving as You would like us to be.  Help us to show forth 

the fruits of Your Spirit, the love, joy and peace that You have 

shown to us.  And forgive us for all our wrong doing, even 

those stubborn habits that we struggle with, for we pray this in 

the Name of Jesus our Lord, Amen. 

L: In the mercy of almighty God, 

Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 

To those who believe in Jesus Christ  

he gives the power to become the children of God  

and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
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The Prayers   

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

PREFACE  

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

THANKSGIVING   

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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HYMN Jesus Loves Me! 

Jesus loves me, this I know, 

For the Bible tells me so; 

Little ones to him belong, 

They are weak, but he is strong. 

 

REFRAIN 

Yes, Jesus loves me, 

Yes, Jesus loves me, 

Yes, Jesus loves me, 

The Bible tells me so. 

 

Jesus loves me, He who died 

Heaven’s gates to open wide; 

He will wash away my sin, 

Let his little child come in. 

(refrain) 

 

Jesus love me, he will stay 

Close beside me all the way; 

When at last I come to die, 

He will take me home on high. (refrain) 

 

HYMN Beautiful Savior (ELW 838) 

 

BAPTISM CLOSING CELEBRATION 

Leader: Today the Spirit makes us one, 

All: United for life by the water and the Word. 

 

Leader: Reborn in one Spirit, 

All: Reborn in one hope,  

 

Leader: Drenched in grace, bathed in love. 

All: One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

 

Leader: One God and Father of us all,  

All: One who is above all, and through all, and in all.  
-(Ephesians 4:4-6) 
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Sending 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

Closing Song Christ Be Our Light (ELW 715)   

 

Dismissal 

L: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude  

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK Isaiah 60: 1-6, John 1: 1-14 
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Welcome! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment. 

 
 
 

 
THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
Greeter Lisa Southworth 
Usher Audrey Lott 
Communion Assistant Judy Franke 
Praise Team Chris Savannah 
 Marilyn Merbach 
 Jean Yohe 
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