St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
310 Main St.
P O Box 187
Saxonburg, PA 16056
www.stlks.com

St. Luke’s
Vision Statement
Guided by the Holy Spirit
to share God’s loving
grace through discipleship; strengthening faith
through the Word, family,

March 7th
9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Centennial Hall

fellowship and
giving.

Worship Times
8:15 & 10:45
9:30 Sunday School
Communion
1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays

Office Hours
Monday

9-3

Tuesday

9-3

Wednesday

9-3

Thursday

9-3

The “Congregational Workshop in Preparation for the Call Process” is scheduled for the first Saturday in March in Centennial
Hall. It will start at 9:00 am and has been scheduled until 3:00 pm
(but is expected to be wrapped up earlier). The workshop has several goals:
to engage the congregation in biblical study and reflection upon the nature of the call of God;
to invite congregational leaders and members to evaluate past
relationships between pastors and the congregation;
to consider leadership and how leadership functions within the
congregation;
to reflect on how conflict and tension are handled in the congregation;
to enlist all members of the congregation in providing input into
several aspects of the congregational profile.
The workshop is forward-looking, resulting in a number of helpful
action-oriented steps to assist the congregation in preparing for
the next pastor/congregation partnership. All members are encouraged to attend this important step in the Call Process.
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Pastor’s Page
As we look forward to Lent, Holy Week and Easter, let us face up to the fact that what we know to be true is different from what the world says is true. You see, the world bases its understanding of truth on subjective, human experiences. The Christian bases her or his understanding of truth on faith—not feelings.
Now faith is always faith in something. What that something is, is not simply what we pick and choose it to be.
That something in which we put our faith in is what God has purposed for us from before the creation of the world. God
lets us know what that truth is by giving us God’s own Word. Let’s look at three ways we encounter the Word of God:
 We meet God’s Word in Jesus who is the Word. John tells us: And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
(John 1:14 ESV)
 We meet God’s Word in Scripture. Our constitutional confession of faith says this: The canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the written Word of God. Inspired by the Holy Spirit speaking
through their authors, they record and announce God’s revelation centering in Jesus Christ. Through them
the Holy Spirit speaks to us to create and sustain Christian faith and fellowship for service in the world.
 We meet God’s Word in the living proclamation of the Church, the body of Christ in the world. In one of
our Lutheran Confessional writings called, The Formula of Concord, we read this: All who want to be saved
ought to listen to this preaching [proclamation]. For the preaching and hearing of God’s Word are the Holy
Spirit’s instruments. By, with, and through these instruments the Spirit desires to work effectively, to convert people to God, and to work in them both to will and to do.
Lent gives us an opportunity to refocus our lives to God’s Word. The disciplines of Lent are not something God
demands we do to please Him. They are gifts He gives us to build us up in faith. A body that is exercised little becomes
weak. A faith that is exercised little also becomes weak. You will do nothing to benefit God by keeping a holy Lent.
But God will do much to benefit you.
Easter shows us the glorious victory of God’s Word over the world. On Good Friday it sure looked like what the
world calls truths had won. But on Easter morning God’s truth entered the reality of our lives like light entered the pitchdark tomb as the door began to crack open. Soon the light of God’s truth was blazing into the darkness of any hearts
which would open to it.
As we observe Lent and celebrate Easter in this year of our Lord 2020, may you truly be blessed with a renewal
of faith—that faith that knows the true meaning of a wooden cross and an empty tomb.
God bless you,

Reverend Brian Shirey, Interim Pastor

Name
Amy Montag-Smith

Term Expires:
January 2021

Name
Amy Amadee

Term Expires:
January 2023

Barb Reuning

January 2021

Cindy Bearrow

January 2023

Kelly Weston

January 2021

Ron Boltz

January 2023

Carl Bowman

January 2023

Adam Hartzell

January 2022

Bill Gordon, VP

January 2023

David McRandal

January 2022

Jeff Hartzell

January 2023

Rachel Steiner

January 2023

Judy Moser, secretary at large
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Thank you
Dear Pastor Keller, Shannon and the Quilt Show
Guild,
Thank you very much for the generous donation of
$135.00 from the Quilt Show! Brian and I have
been very blessed by your church to partner with us
and support Abba’s House in many ways. We pray
the Lord will bless each of you in a special way!
Your kindness has touched our hearts and lives with
the grace of God!

In Christ,
Brian and Providence Hartle

To My St. Luke’s Family:
A special thank you to St. Luke’s carolers who came
to sing for us and deliver the “goody” bags to the residents. It was with regret that I missed it all, but I have
a good reason. It was the Sunday I was at my home
church in Adrian, PA, where our minister is Pastor
Matt Vatalare. He sent Christmas greetings to St.
Luke’s and wishes for a Happy New Year. Many
thanks to all and Happy New Year to all.
Love,
Mary Elder

To Our St. Luke’s Church Family,
Thanks to all of you for your kind friendships
over the four plus years together. We have enjoyed many hours visiting, eating, traveling,
working on projects, in prayer and worship, side
by side. We thank God for our time and for you.
God’s blessings on you as you continue to seek
Him and His will for you individually, for your
families and for the church. He is faithful!
Love in Christ,

Dear St. Luke’s,
Thank you so much for visiting the Richards’ house
for caroling and delivering the goody bag. Sorry I
wasn’t home, but Herb did enjoy it all, along with
Sparkie.
Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,

Sue and Dick Smith

Herb and Ruth Richards

PS Thank you, too, for the send off luncheon at
Abba's House.

St. Luke’s Memorials
In Memory of Mrs. Barbara I. Schneidmiller
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Ronald and Joyce Brandon

Robert and May Jane Cunningham

Pat Daly

Candy DeLorinza

Ellen English

Donna Steele

Steve and Jill Flinchbaugh

Emil and Betty Flinchbaugh

Thank you
To My St. Luke’s Church Family,

Dear Friends in St. Luke's!

What a blessing on a dreary rainy day - a
beautiful arrangement of fall flowers. An early
Happy 102 Birthday. You made my day by
thinking of me.

How very special you made our Christmas! We’d
like to thank you for the handy little bag made by the

Thank You and God’s Blessing,
Pearl Parnell

ladies in the Sewing Ministry. It was filled with all
kinds of goodies: candy, snacks, a star for our tree
and even tissues! Extra special was the card the children made. It all spoke of so much love and caring.
And EXTRA special were the carolers. Our deepest
thanks for it all!

Thank You to my St. Luke’s Members and
Friends; especially Jeannine Sanford,
Being 102 years old is no excuse for being late to
say “Thank you so very much for all the
following”
The Happy Birthday phone call from the church
members. Then a special thank you to Peggy for
her beautiful voice singing hymns and songs and
to Judy for bringing Peggy and all the sweets and
especially the giant birthday card with all the
signatures.
Thank you to the sewing ladies for the goody
bag.
Also thank you to the group that came to my
room at Concordia and sang Christmas hymns
and favorite songs.
Thank you Heavenly Father, Son of Mary, Lord
and Savior and Holy Spirit for healing me with
all the blessings so I could come home.

Our Love,
Bill and Martha Champion

Jeannine and St. Luke’s Sewing Ministry,
Thank you for your visit and the beautiful prayer
shawl. I will enjoy it this winter in my new home at
Concordia.
Sincerely,
Betty Conely

Hello!
I just wanted to say thank you to all that are involved in the “Project Linus”. My daughter had a
dental surgery this week and her little blanket made
her feel so special. She kept it with her all day!
God Bless You! Christ is Born!!
Anonymous

My Love and God’s Blessing to All,
Pearl Parnell
Thank you for the prayers, cards and visits during my
back surgery and recovery.
God Bless,
Mark Kollinger
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Mission Support Thank-yous
I want to express our gratitude to you on behalf of our founders and the hundreds of people who have volunteered
with us over the years.
We are still able to charge only $3 for our homemade meals each day despite our cost of nearly $5. This would
not be possible without generous donations such as yours.
We currently have 60 clients and over 100 volunteers. Your donation is both a gift to our clients, and a recognition of those who give their time to this mission.

We currently have four clients who are unable to pay any of the $450/year bill. Your donation represents an
amount that will cover them for another year. This is a wonderful gift. Thank you and God bless you.
Sincerely,
Sally Coyne, President
Freeport Area Meals on Wheels

The Cabot United Methodist Church Food Bank would like to thank you for your generous donation of $1,000 on
November 30, 2019. Without the constant support and faithful giving of people like you, we would be unable to
meet the increasing needs of many in our community. The caring hand of God reaches out to others through your
continued support.
—Cabot Food Bank

The Cabot United Methodist Church Food Bank would like to thank you for your generous donation of bags of
potatoes to distribute to our clients during our November 20, 2019 give out. Without the constant support and
faithful giving of people like you, we would be unable to meet the increasing needs of many in our community.
The caring hand of God reaches out to others through your continued support.
—Cabot Food Bank

On behalf of the pastors and congregations of the entire Christian Leadership Network of Sarver-Saxonburg, we
want to thank you for your generous gift of $1,650. This gift will help us further assist those in our community
who are facing financial troubles due to the tough economic times they are experiencing. We truly appreciate
your generosity in this time of hardship for so many. May God’s blessings surround you as we enjoy these days of
winter.
—In Christ’s service, Rev. Robert H. Wilson

Thank you for your participation in the Glade Run Lutheran Services Christmas Angel Program. Your support
and generosity has made a difference in the lives of so many individuals. May this year hold many blessings for
you and your loved ones. Many thanks for your continued prayers and contributions.
—Steven Green, President/CEO and the children, families and staff of Glade Run Lutheran Services.
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Mission Support Thank-yous
Dear St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for your gift to Jump Into Fun Campaign! It is friends like you who make it possible for
Lutherlyn to serve more than 20,000 campers, guests and visitors each year. Your support will help provide versatile and engaging spaces where these visitors can play, grow, have lots of fun, and forge quite a few new friendships along the way.
Your recent gift of $204.09 allowed Lutherlyn to install a fun new space, including a jump pillow, a picnic shelter,
and ball courts. It will bring joy to thousands of campers and visitors through the coming years.
We’re so excited to have our old favorites updated as well as adding some fresh new spaces for everyone to enjoy.
Thanks to you support, Lutherlyn is one step closer to completing this fun project in time for summer camp in
2020 - while remaining free of debt. As funds are raised and work begins on the various aspects of this campaign,
we plan to share photos of the progress on our Facebook page. I encourage you to follow us (search for Camp
Lutherlyn) so you can enjoy watching these fun new spaces come to life!
Thank you again for your special gift to the “Jump Into Fun” campaign. I look forward to seeing the impact your
generosity will make here at Lutherlyn.
Yours in Ministry, Deb Roberts, Executive Director
Dear St. Luke’s Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your generous contribution of money, materials and/or time to Valencia Team - Days for Girls ministry. Your donation has enabled our dedicated team of volunteers to assemble personal hygiene kits for girls and
women worldwide. The distribution of these personal hygiene kits changes the lives of girls who receive them,
allowing them to stay in school. Essential health and personal hygiene education is also provided to the girls and
women who are receiving these sustainable kits. Each of the kits lasts each girl or woman approximately 3 to 5
years. The Days for Girls ministry outreach program has reached more than 1.5 million girls and women in 140plus countries empowering the girls and women who receive these kits to make kits life changing choices. Together we can make a positive difference in the world.
We thank you and so do all the girls, every girl, everywhere. Period.
Mary Ann Ubinger, Wendy Kovach, Pat Brunn, Cindy Beattie

Dear Friends,
Thank you for your contribution to The Lighthouse Foundation. Your gift restores hope in people who are homeless, hungry and hopeless.

Having hope in our lives is something we may take for granted, but it should not be taken lightly. Recently, several of the residents of our transitional living program had the opportunity to tell our donors in person the impact
that The Lighthouse Foundation has on their lives. They talked about coming into the program depressed and angry, having broken relationships with their families. They talked about struggling with addiction, mental health
issues, and parenting. One resident Olivia, said “ I was homeless, and had nowhere else to go. I was angry about
being a single mom and I was scared. Today I have hope that I can do it, and that me and my daughter are going
to be ok. I actually enjoy life today.” This is the difference that hope makes in someone’s life - to go from angry
and afraid, to hopeful and happy.
Your gift provides this hope. Because of you, young women like Olivia learn how to overcome challenges and
find joy in their lives. They have hope for a better future.
Gratefully, Cindy Cipoletti, Executive Director
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At St. Luke’s

Anthony Ross

2/1

Ruth Cypher

2/2

Allen Knappenberger

2/3

Payne Crouch

2/4

Julie Edder

2/4

Savannah Weston

2/7

Scarlett Weston

2/7

Jason Fox

2/14

Christine Kunkel

2/15

Dorothea Marie Cypher

2/15

Sydney Gilliland

2/17

Sadie Lunn

2/16

Joseph Trempus

2/18

Tori Lark

2/19

Alex Wible

2/21

Laura Miller

2/23

Kelly Hay

2/26

David McRandal

2/26
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Bill and Liz Gordon

2/11

Bob and Donna Shipe

2/17

Tom and Janet McClean

2/24

Ricardo & Ann Gayle

3/4

Joe & Carol Neubert

3/7

Ron & Pat Perkins

3/11

Frank & Georgetta Burk

3/26

Kenneth Miller

3/2

Alyssa Kunkel

3/4

Jenny Gundlach

3/5

Judy Moser

3/5

Madison Crytzer

3/8

Melissa O’Leath

3/9

Deb Fugate

3/11

Velma Boltz

3/13

Sarah Steedle

3/14

Vanessa McRandal

3/15

Kathy Letters

3/16

Maliea Lynch

3/17

Imy Lou Rosenblatt

3/17

Trace Trempus

3/17

Chuck Weston

3/17

Doris Herceg

3/18

Ted Haas

3/21

Jim McLafferty

3/22

Brady Hoffman

3/23

Ellie Wible

3/23

Nolan Bubb

3/24

Erik Fink

3/24

Walter Gerlach

3/25

David Fugate

3/26

Ruth Richards

3/26

Jodie Volchko

3/26

Taylor Smith

3/27

Lisa Wible

3/28

Hadley Volchko

3/29

Mike Crytzer

3/30

Josh Lark

3/30

Zane Lynch

3/30

THOSE MEMBERS UNABLE TO REGULARLY WORSHIP WITH US :
Georgetta Burk, 211 Murray Dr., Valencia, PA 16059
Fred Crux, Room 17, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 (friend)
Ruth Cypher, 411 Riverside Drive, #607, Freeport, PA 16229

Audrey Gerlach, 402 Aderhold Rd, Saxonburg, PA 16056
Allen Knappenberger, 134 Marwood Road, Cabot, PA 16023
John Nuti, 121 Deer Creek Road, Saxonburg, PA 16056
Herb Richards, 130 Edgewood Drive, Sarver, PA 16055

If you are aware of someone in the
hospital or in need of pastoral
care, please call the church office
and let us know.

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS WE HAVE LIFTED IN PRAYER DURING JANUARY:

Thanksgiving/Joys/Celebrations: for Matt Geppert’s visit, for the wonderful fellowship enjoyed at
the combined worship, lunch and annual meeting, for safe return of the Oehlschlagers, NALC pastors
from Israel and for answered prayers:
† Beryl Mottern’s successful surgery
† Pat Brunn’s recovery and return home
† Andrea Sell’s tests being negative for Lou Gehrig’s disease
† David Whitlinger’s acceptance into a cancer study
† Peggy Crawford’s tumor being benign
† Baby Cole’s lung improvement and return home
† Diane Marburger’s first cancer-free CT scan
Cares/Concerns: Gary Bachman, Kristen Brant, Diane Marburger, J ennifer, Gail, F ord Bartle,
Mark Kollinger, Lorri, Lynn Pickard, Bonnie Miller, Paul Brewer, J.J., David Whitlinger, Pearl Parnell, Peggy Crawford, Beryl Mottern, Debbie, Andrea, Betty Conely, Doris Antoszyk, Ed Boyd, Evelyn Tusing, Jim, Jeff Markwell, Deb Shirey, Cole, Donna, Mary Ann, Mary Ann Jurysta, Pat Brunn,
Jackie, Barb Brison, Mary M., Greg Hussar, Dot Hoffman, Jackie Anthony, Terri Warren, Barb Wiegand, Donna Wolfe, Vivian, Katie & Chad, Wayne Lambroff, Janet Walsh, all those who are suffering
from the flu, Clarence (Buzz) Wagner, Bishop Emeritus Paull Spring, Jim, Sherry Goodman
Bereaved: family & friends of Anthony Balzone, Gail Anders, Ray Lassinger, Michele Boeke, Barbara Schneidmiller, Ben Hutchinson
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Fellowship Life
Fresh flowers are used on the altar for their symbolism of life, joy and human frailty.
The 2020 Altar Flower sign up is located in the Koinonia Café. Donation of $40.00 is
requested. Flower donations can be shared with others to alleviate the expense.
Please complete the dedication portion of the sign up as you would like it printed in the
announcements. If sharing flowers, two dedications can be made. If commitments are
not received then the altar will not have flowers for that Sunday.

St. Luke’s Sewing Ministry meets every other Thursday at the
following times:
February 13 10:00 am
February 27 10:00 am

March 12
March 26

10:00 am
10:00 am

Come Join in Prayer
Every Tuesday at 12:30
Fellowship Hall (church basement)
Come early for lunch at 12:00 (bring your own or order out)

Donut Sunday will be held on February 16th and March 22nd.
All are invited come, enjoy fellowship and a sweet treat.

Funday Sunday will be held on February 23rd and March 15th during the
Sunday School hour.
th
Kids (Pre-K through 5 grade) will have a lesson, games, popcorn/snack and
will make a craft to share. What a nice way to spread the love of Christ!

Worship Times
Noon and 7:00 pm
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Mission Support
Welcome to a regular feature in the Angel highlighting the monthly recipients of St. Luke’s
Christian Mission funds. St. Luke’s directly gives 12 equal shares to mission and outreach
ministries.
January

Southeast Asia Prayer Center, Oakmont, PA

February

Lutheran Lay Renewal

March

Child Evangelism Fellowship, Butler, PA and YouthWorks

April

Samaritan Counseling Center, Cabot, PA

May

NALC District Organization

June

NALC National Organization

July

Days for Girls, Valencia, PA

August

Meals on Wheels, Freeport, PA

September

Sarver-Saxonburg Christian Leader’s Network

October

Lighthouse Foundation, Valencia, PA

November

Salvation Army, Saxonburg, PA

December

Victim Outreach Intervention Center (VOICe), Butler, PA

Southeast Asia Prayer Center - January
St. Luke's welcomed Matthew Geppert on January 26th as part of his annual tradition of sharing highlights
in how the Lord is working through the Southeast Asia Prayer Center. The Oakmont-based SEAPC is dedicated to
prayer, training leaders, sharing faith with others and reaching the needs of children throughout the world. Matthew
is president of SEAPC.
The ministry has four platforms: health care, education, parenting and economic development. He has taken
blankets made by the St. Luke's sewing group to Asia. SEAPC envisions a world connected in prayer where the
needs of all people are met through hope, prayer and the love of God expressed toward each other. SEAPC is active
in networking prayer through 75 nations. Countries are responding from expressions of God's love shown in
meeting physical needs through shared global resources. Key government leaders have made historic declarations
for Jesus Christ.

Lutheran Lay Renewal - February
LLR is a non-profit Christian ministry of lay people who facilitate renewal weekends at churches
throughout the United States. LLR offers the pastor and church leadership the opportunity to strengthen and renew
the congregation for greater involvement in ministry. Bill Oehlschlager, executive director, has been a guest speaker
at St. Luke's over the years. He will join us again on February 23rd. The ministry's programs focus on adults, teens
and children. Programming falls into categories of worship, prayer, sharing faith stories, small group discussions
and fellowship.

10

Outreach/Evangelism
Open for Prayer: 6:00—8:00, February 24th and March 23rd the sanctuary
is Open for Prayer. Please come in and
enjoy the quietness of our sanctuary to
reflect and pray. Bring your prayers to
God and let them be heard.
The Orchards at Saxonburg
(formerly Saxony Health Center)
Worship Service
February 9 and March 8 at 2:00 pm
All are welcome to come!

Two monthly services will be held one in
the Alzheimer's Unit and the other in the
main residential area of Elmcroft. This is
your chance to serve and love the community. Many residents respond to old favorite
hymns, and would welcome fellowship.
They would appreciate assistance turning pages and offering encouragement. The first service is at 2 pm in the Alzheimer's Unit and second is at 3 pm in the main residential
area, on February 2nd and March 1st. Each service is approximately 30-45 minutes in length. For additional information, see Jeannine Sanford.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Prayer shawls are available for you to give to someone who needs comfort. Each prayer
shawl contains a prayer card, with St. Luke’s name on it and the prayer. Many will also
have the name of the person who made the shawl. The St. Luke’s Sewing ministry, the
organizer of the Prayer Shawl ministry, wants to help you show the love of God
through Christian care. You may give one to someone you know who really needs to
know that they are loved by God and being held in prayer by the people of God. St.
Luke’s Sewing Ministry invites you to make a request to receive one for giving to a
person in need by calling the church office or Gayle Gundlach.

Souper Bowl Sunday
Did you know that 1 in 7 Americans face hunger every day? Souper Bowl
Sunday is an annual tradition that mobilizes people to care for individuals
in their local communities who are hungry and in need. Jesus calls us to
care for the hungry and poor. Direct giving and serving in the name of
Jesus provides lasting hope to those in need.
Youth were at worship services on February 2 as part of Souper Bowl Sunday to collect monetary donations for
Cabot Food Bank. Canned goods also are being collected through February 16. There is a particular need for
pasta sauce, soup, canned fruit, cereal, fruit juice, pasta and paper products. There is a collection box in the
North Narthex.
On a monthly basis, a dedicated group of St. Luke's volunteers meet at Cabot Food Bank to pack bags for
distribution. The monthly ministry started 19 years ago as a project for the "30-hour famine." Many of the
original youth have since graduated and their parents continue to serve in the ministry. The group meets at 6 pm
on the Monday before the third Wednesday of every month. All are welcome to come and share in the ministry.
The food bank is located at Cabot United Methodist Church on Winfield Road.
As part of Souper Bowl, St. Luke's has collected $8,000 and over 2000 food items for hunger relief efforts since
2000. On February 2 more than $700 was raised.
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mail:stlukechurch@consolidated.net

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bring Your Tablet or Notebook to Church
You can download the bulletin and/or announcements onto your tablet, notebook or phone and bring it to church to save on paper. Just go to
our website, stlks.com, and click on the “Info Center” tab to find the latest bulletin and announcement sheet. You can access “St Lukes Guest”
with the password stlukes310.
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