St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
310 Main St.
P O Box 187
Saxonburg, PA 16056
www.stlks.com
724-352-2333
stlukessaxonburg@gmail.com

February/March 2021
St. Luke’s
Vision Statement
Guided by the Holy Spirit
to share God’s loving
grace through discipleship; strengthening faith
through the Word, family,
fellowship and
giving.
Worship Times
8:15 & 10:45
Communion
1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays

Office Hours
Monday

8:30 - 2:30

Tuesday

8:30 - 2:30

Wednesday

8:30 - 2:30

Thursday

8:30 - 2:30

The call committee invites you to join them on Sunday,
February 28th as Parker Kantos joins St. Luke’s for worship. Parker is the candidate the Call Committee selected
for consideration by the congregation to fill our pastoral
vacancy. Parker will be preaching at both services. The
10:45 am service will be livestreamed.
A congregational meeting will be held at 12:15 pm in
Centennial Hall. It will include a question and answer
session by Parker and then a congregational vote to extend a call or not. A letter to the congregation from
Parker is included and can also be found on our website
(stlks.com).
Please RSVP for the meeting by contacting the church office (by email - stlukessaxoburg@gmail.com or phone 724-352-2333) or registering online (stlks.com).

Church Council welcomes Dave
Fugate to a 3 year term and
Barb Reuning to a 1 year term.
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Name

Term
Expires:

Name

Term
Expires:

Adam Hartzell

Jan-22

Carl Bowman

Jan-23

David McRandal

Jan-22

Bill Gordon, V.P.

Jan-23

Barb Reuning

Jan-22

Jeff Hartzell

Jan-23

Amy Amadee

Jan-23

Rachel Steiner

Jan-23

Cindy Bearrow

Jan-23

David Fugate

Jan-24

Ron Boltz

Jan-23

Pastor’s Page
Back in the old days exercise equipment was simply that, equipment on which you exercised. If it was a
stationary bicycle you peddled, a rowing machine you rowed, or a treadmill you walked, all while looking
at the wall of the room in which you were exercising. Most of the time you were all by yourself. Today
exercise equipment comes with a screen. You don’t simply pedal, row or walk. You take exciting excursions through exciting places with breath-taking vistas. You have your own personal trainer to spur you
on. Usually, it’s a buff young man or woman who you can imagine yourself looking like if you just keep
using the equipment.
Lent is the time to get back into shape—not physical shape, but spiritual shape. It is time to get your
soul trim and strong. It’s time to get your faith lean and muscular. Lent isn’t a time for us to feel good
about ourselves. It is a time for us to be honest with ourselves. It is time for us to look honestly at our
relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ and work on those parts of it that need work. So, until Easter,
let’s think of St. Luke’s as more of a spiritual gym than a spiritual home. Our goal is going to be strength
rather than contentment.
We have at our disposal equipment for us to use in this spiritual gym. Let’s take a look at this equipment.








First we have a machine called REPENTANCE. It is good for working the muscles of the conscience.
It helps us break down what we do, think and say so that we can put it back together properly. Repentance forces us to look at why we are the way we are from the perspective of sin. Sin is always
about me (or you) thinking, caring and acting for oneself above all. Sin is always self-idolatry. It is
only as we see those points at which we are turned inward upon ourselves that we can repair them by
giving them up to Christ. It is only as we learn to love what Christ loves, instead of expecting Christ
to love what we love, that we can gain the strength of forgiveness and the muscle of an amended life.
There is another machine called FASTING. It works by teaching you to fill the natural cravings of
your body with a desire for the love of Jesus. To do without something your body craves is annoying.
But to do it specifically to learn to depend upon Jesus and to love Him more deeply brings spiritual
satisfaction and strength. This machine should be used only at the ‘beginner’ level at first. Give
something up that you know you will miss, but will not cause you harm without it. When you feel the
cravings ask for God to fill them with His grace.
There is another machine called PRAYER. I don’t think you can overdo this machine, but it often
takes some discipline not to underdo it. It simply strengthens the soul by putting it in direct contact
with God. The thing is, you cannot always feel that it is working but must trust that it is by faith.
Speaking to God in trust and belief toughens and strengthens your ability to trust and believe. But
you have to listen as well. Hear God speak to you in scripture and in scripture-based reflection. Hear
God speak to you in the thoughts and outreach of others. Hear God speak to you in the silence of
your own heart, but don’t mistake your feelings for God’s speech. However, if you do, know that God
will get you through it.
Finally there is a machine that is called WORKS OF LOVE. This machine helps you to grow strong all
over. It allows us to see God’s grace more fully as we show that grace to our neighbors. We may do
this in works of love that others may see or in works of love that nobody will ever know. Both are
important. If our work of love is something that can be seen, we must be careful not to do it just for
the sake of being seen. Jesus warns that doing things for show or gratitude may make us feel better,
but it won’t build us up spiritually.

So let me invite you to use the spiritual fitness equipment of Lent between now and Easter to get in
shape (and after Easter to stay in shape). The fitness machines of Lent are free and they work!

God bless you,

Reverend Brian Shirey, Interim Pastor
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Thank you
Dear Church Family,
I thank the St. Luke’s Church members for
the beautiful gift of a musical Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Special thank
you to Jeannine for delivery of my Portals of
Prayer and gift.
Pearl Parnell

Thank you for the beautiful poinsettia.
Katie Patterson

Pastor Shirey and My Church Family,
It is difficult to express my feelings in a few
words to you for your kindness and gifts over
the Christmas Season and the past 9 years
that I have been with you. Thank you so
much for your cards, gifts and visits (when
permissible.) The beautiful poinsettia has
been enjoyed by so many residents and visitors when permitted. Please keep me in your
prayers as I have for you.
Sincerely,
Mary Elder

Dear St. Luke’s,
Thank you for the Christmas greeting and the
message. I appreciate the kind thought at
this time.

Thank you so much for the beautiful cards and
poinsettia. It certainly brightened my room.

Sincerely,

Betty Conely

God Bless You,

Ruth Richards
My Dear Friends of St. Luke’s,
Thank you for the beautiful poinsettia plant.
I was very happy to receive your thoughtful
gift.
God bless you. Miss you. Stay well!
Erika Schuelke

Dear St. Luke’s,
Thank you so much for the beautiful poinsettia. I did not have one this year and was delighted you thought of me.
Have a blessed New Year,
Ruth Richards

Dear Church Family,

Bill and I have so much to be thankful for this season. Beside coming thru the virus bug with
gaining our health and having our Faith strengthened we have our Church Family to thank.
We appreciated the beautiful Christmas card and the recording of prayers and song. And then
came the gorgeous poinsettia for the church family.
We have appreciated, too, the messages that Pastor Shirey has sent each week. Also the visits from Jeannine to offer communion.
We know we were not forgotten. Thank you ! We do miss going to church.
Most Sincerely,
Bill and Martha Champion
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Thank you
St. Luke’s Church, Rev. Brian Shirey and Jeannine,
Please accept our heartfelt thanks for the beautiful memorial and interment blessings.
Your kind words were such a comfort during this difficult time.
Frank Burk, Wendy, Debbie and Families
St. Luke’s, Pastor thank you for providing a visit and comfort in our family’s time of need.
Thank you all for your kindness, thought and prayer. With much love and appreciation for all
that you do everyday.
The family of Dorothea Maria Cypher

Thank you for the prayer shawl for Beryl. It will bring great peace to the family.
The Mottern Family

St. Luke’s Memorials
Mrs. Georgetta Burk (September 26, 2020)
Judith Moser
Frank Burk

Mr. Walter Gerlach (November 11, 2020)
Mrs. Audrey Gerlach (December 25, 2020):
Robert and Donna Shipe
Fritz Gerlach and Family

In Memory of Beryl Mottern (January 22, 2021)
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David and Kathy McRandal

Bob and Donna Shipe

John and Gayle Gundlach

Judith Moser

Ruth Richards

David, Heather and Nikolai Gordon

Mission Support Thank-yous
The Cabot United Methodist Church Food Bank would like to thank you for your generous donation of
$1561.00 on December 21, 2020. Without the constant support and faithful giving of people like you,
we would be unable to meet the increasing needs of many in our community. The caring hand of God
reaches out to others through your continued support.
—Cabot Food Bank

The Cabot United Methodist Church Food Bank would like to thank you for your generous donation of
110 bags of potatoes to distribute to our clients during our November 19, 2020 give out. Without the
constant support and faithful giving of people like you, we would be unable to meet the increasing
needs of many in our community. The caring hand of God reaches out to others through your continued support.
—Cabot Food Bank

On behalf of the pastors and congregations of the entire Christian Leadership Network of SarverSaxonburg, we want to thank you for your generous gift of $1,650. This gift will help us further assist
those in our community who are facing financial troubles due to the tough economic times they are
experiencing. We truly appreciate your generosity in this time of hardship for so many. May God’s
blessings surround you all and Happy Thanksgiving.
—In Christ’s service, Rev. Robert H. Wilson

Dear Members of St. Luke’s,
Thank you for your generous contribution to the Saxonburg Salvation Army. For many years, the
members of St. Luke’s have supported the Saxonburg Salvation army in many ways. Members have
purchased gifts for children and donated generously to the kettle campaign. The financial gift that we
received this year is what is needed most at this time. It will go to help pay for utilities, food, and
rent, as well as other needs for people in our community who are struggling. The COVID pandemic
has hurt people with loss of income and their needs will be able to be met because of the generosity
you have shown.
Wishing you a blessed New Year!
—Karen J. Boltz, Human Services Coordinator,
Salvation Army, Saxonburg Service Unit

Thank you for your participation in the Glade Run Lutheran Services Christmas Angel Program. Your
support and generosity has made a difference in the lives of so many individuals. May this year hold
many blessings for you and your loved ones. Many thanks for your continued prayers and contributions.
—Steven Green,
President/CEO and the children, families and staff of Glade Run Lutheran Services.
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Mission Support Thank-yous
Dear Friends,
Thank you for your contribution to The Lighthouse Foundation. Your support is truly a gift to us.
December is a month filled with great hardship for many people and after a year like 2020, we continue to become aware of the hurt and need in our community. Through your gift, you’ve joined us
in blessing our community with love and hope during a time that may feel lonely and isolated. We
know that this is a year of sacrifice for many. Thank you for sacrificing your resources to love your
neighbors while providing food, housing, and hope for those in need.
This month, we have our hands full with the Annual Christmas Toy Shoppe, Christmas gifts for our
housing units and holiday meal distributions at the food pantry. But we are never too busy to stop
and thank you for your support! It is because of your support that we can continue to carry out our
mission of providing hope and changing lives - THANK YOU!!
What a beautiful way to celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ by coming together and working as one to be the hands and feet of Christ.
With gratitude, we wish you tidings of comfort and great joy as we celebrate our Savior together
this Christmas season!
—Warmly, Victoria Spreng, Executive Director

Mission Support
Welcome to a regular feature in the Angel highlighting the monthly recipients of St. Luke’s
Christian Mission funds. St. Luke’s directly gives 12 equal shares to mission and outreach.

6

January

Southeast Asia Prayer Center, Oakmont, PA

February

Lutheran Lay Renewal

March

Child Evangelism Fellowship, Butler, PA

April

Samaritan Counseling Center, Cabot, PA

May

NALC District Organization

June

NALC National Organization

July

Days for Girls, Valencia, PA

August

Meals on Wheels, Freeport, PA

September

Sarver-Saxonburg Christian Leader’s Network

October

Lighthouse Foundation, Valencia, PA

November

Salvation Army, Saxonburg, PA

December

Victim Outreach Intervention Center (VOICe), Butler, PA

Mission Support
Southeast Asia Prayer Center - January
The Oakmont-based SEAPC is dedicated to prayer, training leaders, sharing faith with
others and reaching the needs of children throughout the world.
The ministry has four platforms: health care, education, parenting and economic
development. He has taken blankets made by the St. Luke's sewing group to Asia. SEAPC
envisions a world connected in prayer where the needs of all people are met through hope,
prayer and the love of God expressed toward each other. SEAPC is active in networking
prayer through 75 nations. Countries are responding from expressions of God's love shown
in meeting physical needs through shared global resources. Key government leaders have
made historic declarations for Jesus Christ.
SEAPC is lead by Matthew Geppert, who has visited St. Luke’s in the past and who we hope
will be able to join us in the future.

Lutheran Lay Renewal - February
LLR is a non-profit Christian ministry of lay people who facilitate renewal weekends at
churches throughout the United States. LLR offers the pastor and church leadership the
opportunity to strengthen and renew the congregation for greater involvement in ministry.
Bill Oehlschlager, executive director, has been a guest speaker at St. Luke's over the years.
The ministry's programs focus on adults, teens and children. Programming falls into
categories of worship, prayer, sharing faith stories, small group discussions and fellowship.

Child Evangelism Fellowship- March
CEF is a Bible-centered ministry that reaches boys and girls with the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and establishes them in the Word of God and in a local church for Christian living. CEF has a
presence in Butler County. While there are different ministries for children, the primary
ones are the Good News Club and the 5-Day Club. These ministries take place in
neighborhood settings such as homes, backyards, schools and community centers all over
the world. The programs are designed to bring the gospel to children at their level in their
environment. CEF also has fair, camping, open-air and internet ministries for children. The
combined ministries reaches over 20.4 million children worldwide with the Good News. The
international headquarters of CEF is located in Warrenton, Missouri. The ministry was
founded in 1937.
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At St. Luke’s

Cortney Christoforetti
Mike Zellhart
Berton Mottern
Jacob Kollinger
John Markwell
John Weston
Amanda Jockel
Andy Olczak
John Brose
Chuck Learn
Jeannine Sanford
Alivia Pivni

Richard and Susan Beatty
Tancie and Fred Plutyk
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7-Jan
9-Jan
12-Jan
12-Jan
15-Jan
20-Jan
20-Jan
22-Jan
24-Jan
26-Jan
27-Jan
31-Jan

1/5
1/13

Anthony Ross
Ruth Cypher
Allen Knappenberger
Julie Edder
Payne Crouch
Scarlett Weston
Savannah Weston
Jason Fox
Sadie Lunn
Joseph Trempus
Tori Lark
Lindsay Cunningham
Leo Cunningham
Laura Miller
David McRandal

Bill and Liz Gordon
Bob and Donna Shipe
Tom and Janet McClean

1-Feb
2-Feb
3-Feb
4-Feb
4-Feb
11-Feb
11-Feb
14-Feb
16-Feb
18-Feb
19-Feb
19-Feb
20-Feb
23-Feb
26-Feb

2/11
2/17
2/24

Kenneth Miller
Jenny Gundlach
Judith Moser
Madison Crytzer
Deborah Fugate
Velma Boltz
Sarah Steedle
Vanessa McRandal
Chuck Weston
Imy Lou Rosenblatt
Trace Trempus
Maliea Lynch
Doris Herceg
Ted Haas
James McLafferty
Brady Hoffman
Nolan Bubb
Ruth Richards
Jodie Volchko
Hadley Volchko
Robert Vanetta
Michael Crytzer
Zane Lynch

2-Mar
5-Mar
5-Mar
8-Mar
11-Mar
13-Mar
14-Mar
15-Mar
17-Mar
17-Mar
17-Mar
17-Mar
18-Mar
21-Mar
22-Mar
23-Mar
24-Mar
26-Mar
26-Mar
29-Mar
30-Mar
30-Mar
30-Mar

Joe and Carol Neubert
Ron and Pat Perkins

3/7
3/11

Confirmation
January 10. 2021 was Confirmation Sunday for:
Brady Thomas Hoffman

Baptized

06/25/2006

Kelsey Lynn Miller

Baptized

09/02/2007

Garrett James Weston

Baptized

03/04/2007

Confirmation at St. Luke’s is a public profession of faith prepared for by a two-year careful instruction during the Sunday
School hour. This confirmation class had their confirmation progress placed on hold in the spring of 2020 due to COVID-19. They
completed their curriculum in the fall.
Confirmation, or the student’s “affirmation of baptism,” is a
mature and public reaffirmation of the faith which “marks the completion of the congregation’s program of confirmation ministry.”
Students reaching this Christian milestone are presented with a necklace of a
Sterling silver Luther Rose as an emblem of their Christian faith. The Luther Seal or
Rose is a widely recognized symbol for Lutheranism. The seal that was designed for
Martin Luther was seen as an expression of his theology and faith and is made up of 5
parts. First, there is a black cross in the middle of a red heart. This reminds us that we
believe with our heart that Jesus loves us! Even though there is a black cross on the
heart and we know that Jesus died on a cross for us, the heart stays colorful and alive.
God is the creator and care-taker of all life. The heart lies on a white rose like a soft
blanket reminding us that our faith gives us joy, peace and comfort. The rose should
be white because white is the color of angels. Blue is the color of the sky and reminds
us of heaven. It is also the color of hope, all the wonderful things God has promised
us. The Gold Ring represents one of the most precious metals in all the earth. God
loves each one of us as if we were the most precious thing in all the world. When we
look at the ring there is no beginning or end to it just like God’s love for the world that
will last forever and never end.
The students were also presented with blue boutonnieres to be worn to celebrate
the baptism of Jesus.
After confirmation, these students move on to the Senior High Sunday School
program and become voting members of the congregation.
May God bless the students as they walk with the Lord throughout their lives.
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If you are aware of someone in the hospital or
in need of pastoral care, please call the church
office and let us know.

THOSE MEMBERS UNABLE TO REGULARLY WORSHIP WITH US :
Mary Byers, Magnolia Place, 100 Bella Court, Saxonburg, PA 16056
Fred Crux, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 (friend)
Ruth Cypher, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Room 33, Saxonburg, PA 16056
Margo Frederick, Magnolia Place, 100 Bella Court, Room 313, Saxonburg, PA 16056
Dorothy Kane, 134 Marwood Road, Room 2169, Cabot, PA 16023 (friend),
Allen Knappenberger, 134 Marwood Road, Room 2036, Cabot, PA 16023
Jim McLafferty, 134 Marwood Road, Room 2254, Cabot, PA 16023
John Nuti, 353 N Duffy Rd, Butler, PA 16001 (Butler Veterans Administration)
Pat Ross, 104 Old Pike Lane, Cabot, PA 16023
Pearl Parnell, 330 High Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056
Edna Weckerly, 112 Marwood Road, Apt. 4111, Cabot, PA 16023
Ned Ziegler, 129 Dingel Road, West Sunbury, PA 16061 (associate member)

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS WE HAVE LIFTED IN PRAYER:
Thanksgiving/Joys/Celebrations: for answ ered prayers,
Diane M’s successful surgery
Jean Brackett’s being COVID clear,
Holly’s boot removed,
David Whitlinger’s newest cancer study,

Sofiya’s continued recovery,
Mary Jane Double’s successful tracheotomy,
Matt Sherlock’s successful gallbladder surgery

For the birth of Ruth Pearl Shirey (Pastor Shirey’s new granddaughter), for our confirmands (Kelsey Miller, Brady Hoffman and Garrett Weston), for the ability to worship together, for a new year filled with
faith to trust in the Lord’s plan for our future, for the love & faith that brings true joy in our hearts even in the
midst of a pandemic, for the blessing of our Pastor, staff, leadership, and volunteers who continue to minister to others, for the perseverance, faith and love of our church family

Cares/Concerns:
Aileen Mansfield, Alan Grady family, Ashley, Baldauff family, Bobbie Jo Shearer, Carol,
Bud Williams, Carole Hartman, Castiel, Chellie Amadee, Chris Arthurs, Christie, Connie Morrow,
David Whitlinger, Delores Hickey, Don Kramer, Freda Schoch, Gary, Gary Saluskey,
Harry Gillman, Holly Puett, Janie Wetzel, Jean Brackett, Jeannine, Jeff Foster, Jennifer, Jim F.,
Jim Menkhus, Jimmy Mullen, John Daum, Joyce Brandon, Kathy McRandal, Kelly Weston,
Ken Schugardt, Lawson Family, Lee Foster, Libby Satterfield, Lucille Visnesky, Marilyn,
Mark Kollinger, Mary Jane Double, Matt Sherlock, Maureen Pfeiffer, Mary Jane, Millie Sutton,
Norma McCollum, Paul Brewer, Peggy Crawford, Phillip, Rev. Carl Johnson, Rev. Karl Schoch,
Rev. Nila and Larry Cogan, Rev. Shawn & Kendra Smith, Robin Swank, Scarlet McFeely,
Sofiya, Steven Ted Neill, Wyatt Mock

Bereaved: Sam Lawson, Joann Newman, Nancy Critchlow, Linda Crytzer, Diane Givan, Marge Reinhart,

Harold Shipe, Judy Prager, Marian Boltz, Kim Goldinger, Audrey Gerlach, Hellen Keller, Dr. Donna Corbin,
Jake Grady, June Golojuh, Mike Monday, Lydia Altiere, Tommy Zagorski, Maryellen Natili, Beryl Mottern,
Ken Freehling
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Outreach/Evangelism
Souper Bowl Sunday
Did you know that 1 in 7 Americans face hunger every day? Souper Bowl Sunday is an
annual tradition that mobilizes people to care for individuals in their local communities who
are hungry and in need. Jesus calls us to care for the hungry and poor. Direct giving and
serving in the name of Jesus provides lasting hope to those in
need.
The Souper Bowl looked a little different this year. Youth were
not standing at the doors collecting donations, but the soup pot
was placed at the back to the hall where people could drop in
donations. A box for canned goods is at the top of the steps in
Centennial Hall
Thank you to everyone who donated. St. Luke’s has collected
$1020.00 and many food items for the Cabot Food Bank. We
will continue to collect food items till the 14th. There is a particularly need for
pasta sauce, cereal, paper products, juice and pasta. A box for canned goods is at the
top of the steps in Centennial Hall.
On a monthly basis, a dedicated group of St. Luke's volunteers meet at Cabot Food Bank to
pack bags for distribution. The monthly ministry started 20 years ago as a project for the
"30-hour famine." Many of the original youth have since graduated and their parents
continue to serve in the ministry. The group meets at 6 pm on the Monday before the third
Wednesday of every month. All are welcome to come and share in the ministry. The food
bank is located at Cabot United Methodist Church on Winfield Road.

St. Luke’s Lenten focus this year will be the North American Lutheran Seminary (NALS) in Ambridge PA.
In 2014, the NALS became a reality. Together with Trinity School for Ministry, the NALC launched its own seminary to help serve the needs of this growing denomination. The NALS’s mission is to form pastors and church
leaders for the NALC who will faithfully preach, teach,
and live God’s eternal truth, through Word and Sacrament, proclaiming Christ’s cross and resurrection, making disciples who will renew and grow the church in
Christ’s name.
Lenten coin boxes and a coin calendar will be available
starting Ash Wednesday. Please pick one up and help to
support our next generation of seminarians.
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ST. LUKE’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
310 MAIN ST.
P O BOX 187
SAXONBURG, PA 16056

February 17th
Noon and 7:00 pm
Centennial Hall

Bring Your Tablet or Notebook to Church
You can download the bulletin and/or announcements onto your tablet, notebook or phone and bring it to church to save on paper. Just go to
our website, stlks.com, and click on the “Info Center” tab to find the latest bulletin and announcement sheet. You can access “St Lukes Guest”
with the password stlukes310.
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