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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

724-352-2333 

 

Sunday, February 24, 2019 
5th Sunday of Epiphany  

(Holy Communion) 

8:15 and 10:45 am 
Setting 2  

 

PRELUDE  

8:15 – My Shepherd Will Supply My Need   arr. Alice Jordan 

10:45 - Be Still and Know -- Richard A. Williamson 

 (When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor: In the name of the Father, 

and of the + Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 

holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 

and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 
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Please kneel for silent self-reflection 

 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 

minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG  Alleluia, Song of Gladness  

(ELW 318) 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 
O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is 

hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where 

there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to 

console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:   Jeremiah 31: 31-34 

A reading from chapter 31 of Jeremiah. 

31 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 

    “when I will make a new covenant 

with the people of Israel 

    and with the people of Judah. 
32 It will not be like the covenant 

    I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand 

    to lead them out of Egypt, 

because they broke my covenant, 

    though I was a husband to them,” 

declares the LORD. 
33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel 

    after that time,” declares the LORD. 

“I will put my law in their minds 

    and write it on their hearts. 

I will be their God, 

    and they will be my people. 
34 No longer will they teach their neighbor, 

    or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’ 

because they will all know me, 

    from the least of them to the greatest,” 

declares the LORD. 

“For I will forgive their wickedness 

    and will remember their sins no more.” 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading:   Romans 3: 19-28 

A reading from chapter 3 of Romans. 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are 

under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole 

world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared 

righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the 

law we become conscious of our sin. 

21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been 

made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This 

righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. 

There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his 

grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God 

presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of 

his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his 

righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins 

committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his 

righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who 

justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The 

law that requires works? No, because of the law that requires faith. 

28 For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the 

works of the law. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL:   John 8: 31-36 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, chapter 8. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to 

my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know 

the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have 

never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set 

free?” 
34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave 

to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a 

son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be 

free indeed.  

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

KING'S KIDZ  
(Children ages 5 to 4th grade – enjoy hearing the daily lesson in “kid’s terms.”) 
 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY I Love to Tell the Story (ELW 661) 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord, in your mercy.  

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD 
 

OFFERING  
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OFFERTORY 

8:15 - We Have Been Told - David Haas 

10:45 - Amazing Grace/Pachelbel's Canon - Shafferman 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P: Let us pray. 

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love 

endures forever.  You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit 

from the vine.  Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the 

world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  

C: Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Come to the table.  Feast on God’s abundant life for you. 

C: Amen 

 

COMMUNION  

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS  

Days of Elijah 

These are the days of Elijah 

Declaring the Word of the Lord. 

And these are the days of Your servant Moses, 

Righteousness being restored. 

And though these are days of great trials, 

Of famine and darkness and sword, 

Still we are the voice in the desert crying, 

“Prepare ye the way of the Lord” 
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Chorus: 

Behold, He comes riding on the clouds 

Shining like the sun at the trumpet call. 

So lift your voice, it’s the year of Jubilee, 

And out of Zion’s hill salvation comes. 

 

And these are the days of Ezekiel, 

The dry bones becoming as flesh. 

And these are the days of Your servant, David,  

Rebuilding a temple of praise. 

And these are the days of the harvest, 

The fields are as white in the world. 

And we are the laborers in Your vineyard 

Declaring the Word of the Lord. 

 

Chorus 

 

 

Holy Ground 

We are standing on holy ground,  

and I know that there are angels all around. 

Let us praise Jesus now. 

We are standing in his presence on holy ground. 

(repeat) 

 

 

You Are My All in All 

You are my strength when I am weak;  

You are the treasure that I seek. 

You are my all in all. 

Seeking You as a precious jewel; 

Lord, to give up, I’d be a fool. 

You are my all in all. 

 

Jesus Lamb of God, Worthy is Your name. 

Jesus Lamb of God, Worthy is Your name. 
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Taking my sin, my cross, my shame; 

Rising again, I bless Your name. 

You are my all in all. 

When I fall down You pick me up; 

When I am dry you fill my cup. 

You are my all in all. 

 

Jesus Lamb of God, Worthy is Your name. 

Jesus Lamb of God, Worthy is Your name. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L: Let us pray. 

We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banquet table 

with bread and wine beyond compare, the very life of Christ for us.  

Send your Spirit with us now, that we may set the captive free, use 

your gifts to build one another up, and in everything reflect your 

glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG  Brightest and Best of the Stars  

(ELW 303) 

 
(For the season of Epiphany, the candles will be extinguished during the 
postlude.   Our service ends, rather than with silent meditation, with 
movement outward toward our neighbor in the pew and out into the 
day the Lord has given us.) 
 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 



12 

 

 

POSTLUDE  

8:15 - All My Heart Again Rejoices -- Donald Busarow 

10:45 - Trompette Brillante -- Antonio Vivaldi, Arr. Mark L. Williams 

 

 
PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK:    

Exodus 34:29-35, Psalm 99, 2 Corinthians 3:12--4:2, Luke 9:28-43 

 
 

 

THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Krystle Ekas and  

Alex Olczak 

Adam Hartzell and 

Evan Weston 

ALTAR GUILD   Audrey Lott and Wendy 

Mendenhall 

Helen McLafferty and 

Jackie Bice 

BREAD BAKER Jackie Bice  

LECTOR Amy Montag-Smith Kelly Weston 

GREETERS Ruth Richards and 

Kathy McRandal 

Sue Beatty and  

Doris Herceg 

USHERS Carl Smith and Tim 

Markwell 

Carl Bracken and 

Jason Fox 

OFFER. 

COUNTERS 

Jeff Hartzell and Bill Gordon 
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Why do we put fresh-cut flowers on the altar every week? 

 

Lutherans have always held a high regard for fresh cut 

flowers mostly because of their symbolism of life, vitality and 

human frailty in need of God (All flesh is grass, and all its beauty 

is like the flower of the field.  The grass withers, the flower 

fades…”  Isa. 40:7-8).  Artificial plants and potted plants on the 

altar are highly discouraged because they do not offer the same 

symbolism of sacrifice as does a fresh-cut flower.   

 But the primary reason for weekly flowers is not just for 

the symbolism; but weekly altar flowers are for us an act of 

worship, giving God thanks for the gift of Jesus Christ.  God 

provided the Lamb of God and then brought him from the dead for 

us and so costly blood sacrifices are no longer needed. The altar 

flowers can be an act of a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving for 

the Lamb of God.  

 So I would encourage you to consider sponsorship of the 

altar flowers.  By this you are, first and foremost, exercising your 

faith in the God who gave His Son to die and rise to save us from 

sin and death.  This can be a personal act of worship for you.  Altar 

flowers can be a very personal gesture of thanksgiving, adoration, 

contentment and faith in God.    

But there’s more to the story.   Altar flowers may always be 

taken home after the late service or you can notify the church 

office to find someone from the congregation who may be inspired 

to receive them.  So you could say then that your personal act of 

worship blesses God, blesses all who are at weekly worship and 

then again blesses another after worship!  And there’s still more 

possible blessing…! 

 Blessings continue when altar flowers are given as a tribute 

to honor or remember a loved one who has inspired your faith in 

Jesus Christ.  This is similar to the Christmas and Easter tribute 

potted flowers, which are also first given as an act of worship 

meant to enhance the day’s message of God’s Word, but then the 

congregation is blessed with a printed memorial tribute for a loved 

one.   

In addition, on any Sunday of the year, you may offer a 

special vase of fresh-cut flowers or a potted flower separate from 
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the altar flowers as an expression of thanksgiving to God and 

tribute to another.  Just contact the church office.     

 Available dates are located on the reverse of this insert.  

May giving altar flowers become a special part of your worship of 

God.  Look and see what weeks are available to offer flowers to 

the glory of God and then watch all the other blessings flow. 

  

Yours in Christ,  

 Pastor Keller 
 
 
 

The new flower chart is available in the 

Koinonia Café.  If you know of a special date 

on which you would like to donate the altar 

flowers, sign up on the chart or call or e-mail 

the church office at 724-352-2333 or 

stlukechurch@consolidated.net.    

 

Flowers remain a $40.00 donation for the pair 

or split the pair with another person.   

 

 

 

Dates available: 

Feb. 24 

Mar. 31 

Apr.  7 

May 12 

Jul.   21 

Aug. 11 

Oct. 20 

Oct. 27 

Nov. 17 

Dec.  8 

Dec. 29 

mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net


15 

 

  

CHURCH STAFF 

Reverend  

Roger G. Keller 

Church 724-352-2333 

Cell 724-713-0549 

Home 724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of Pastoral 

Care & Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Shannon Miller Office Manager 724-352-2333 

Holly Puett Director of Music 724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Ellen Dodge Assistant Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall Sexton 724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Abby Fields Nursery 724-352-2333 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Al rights reserved. 

 

Attendance on Sunday, February 17, 2019 

8:15          45  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

10:45   44  310 West Main Street 

Kings Kidz    0   Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Nursery       1  724-352-2333 

Total   90  stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

 

mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net

