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LENT 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of a period of renewal – a 

time in which Christians consider the meaning of their Baptism 

into Christ and His Church.  During this season of Lent, we are 

called “to return to the Lord with all our heart.”  One of the most 

important ways to observe this holy season is to worship on both 

the Lord’s Day and the Wednesday Community Lenten Services 

sponsored by the Sarver/Saxonburg CLN.  Another way of keeping 

Lent is to spend increased time daily in prayer, meditation, and 

Bible study, reflecting on the Passion and Death of our Lord Jesus.  

May this Season of Lent be, for you, a time of renewal and 

spiritual refreshment, a time to walk more closely with Almighty 

God, our Creator.  

 

ASH WEDNESDAY LITURGY 

 

PRELUDE  

12:00 Were You There? - Janet Linker 

7:00 Down to the River to Pray 

 -- Mark Hayes, Arr. Douglas E. Wagner 

 

PREPARE FOR CONFESSION 

 

PSALM          Psalm 51:1-13; 16-17 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my 

sin.  3For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in 

your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless 

when you pass judgment.   5Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner 

when my mother conceived me. 
6You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom 

in my secret heart. 7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
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8Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed 

rejoice. 
9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit 

within me. 
11Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your 

holy spirit from me.  12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

and sustain in me a willing spirit.  13Then I will teach transgressors 

your ways, and sinners will return to you. 
16For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt 

offering, you would not be pleased. 
17The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 

THE CONFESSION (Please kneel) 

 

P: Most Holy and Merciful Father: 

C: We confess to you and to one another, and before the whole 

company of heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by 

our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. 

 

P: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and 

strength.  We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We 

have not forgiven, as we have been forgiven. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 

P: We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us.  

We have not been true to the mind of Christ.  We have grieved 

your Holy Spirit. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 

P: Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy 

that have infected our lives, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
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P: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of 

other people, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 

P: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share 

the faith that is in us, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 

P: Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference 

to injustice and cruelty, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 

P: Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our 

neighbors, and our prejudice and contempt toward those who 

differ from us, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 

P: Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of 

concern for those who come after us, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 

P: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 

C: Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great.  Amen. 

 

THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES (Please be seated) 

Those who desire to receive ashes as a sign of their repentance 

may come forward to the altar.  Upon being marked with the sign 

of the cross, please return to your pew, not remaining for a 

dismissal. 

 

HYMN:   (During distribution of Ashes)    

Abide with Me (ELW 629) 

 

P: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 

C: that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
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P: By the Cross and Passion of your Son, our Lord, 

C: bring us with all your saints to the joy of His resurrection. 

 

P: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not 

desire the death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from 

their wickedness and live.  Therefore, we implore Him to grant 

us true repentance and his Holy Spirit, that those things may 

please Him which we do on this day, that the rest of our life 

may be pure and holy, and that at the last we may come to His 

eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

P:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

C: Amen 

 

HYMN: My Hope is Built on Nothing Less (ELW 597) 

 

FIRST READING: Joel 2:1–2, 12–17 
 

A reading from the book of Joel, chapter 2. 

 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

 sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 

 Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 

 for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near —  

  2a day of darkness and gloom, 

 a day of clouds and thick darkness! 

 Like blackness spread upon the mountains 

 a great and powerful army comes; 

 their like has never been from of old, 

 nor will be again after them 

 in ages to come. 

  12Yet even now, says the LORD, 

 return to me with all your heart, 

 with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
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  13rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

 Return to the LORD, your God, 

 for he is gracious and merciful, 

 slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

 and relents from punishing. 

  14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

 and leave a blessing behind him, 

 a grain offering and a drink offering 

 for the LORD, your God? 

  15Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

 sanctify a fast; 

 call a solemn assembly; 

  16gather the people. 

 Sanctify the congregation; 

 assemble the aged; 

 gather the children, 

 even infants at the breast. 

 Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

 and the bride her canopy. 

  17Between the vestibule and the altar 

 let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. 

 Let them say, "Spare your people, O LORD, 

 and do not make your heritage a mockery, 

 a byword among the nations. 

 Why should it be said among the peoples, 

 'Where is their God?'" 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 
A reading from second Corinthians, chapter 5 and 6. 

 

Chapter 5 
20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  21For 

our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God. 
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Chapter 6 
 

As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the 

grace of God in vain.  2For he says, 

 "At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 

 and on a day of salvation I have helped you." 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation!  
3We are putting no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may 

be found with our ministry,  4but as servants of God we have 

commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in 

afflictions, hardships, calamities,  5beatings, imprisonments, riots, 

labors, sleepless nights, hunger;  6by purity, knowledge, patience, 

kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love,  7truthful speech, and the 

power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right 

hand and for the left;  8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good 

repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true;  9as unknown, 

and yet are well known; as dying, and see — we are alive; as 

punished, and yet not killed;  10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; 

as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 

possessing everything. 

  

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

7:00 CHILDREN ARE DISMISSED FOR KINGS KIDZ 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, chapter 6. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

"Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen 

by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

  2"So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet 

before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 

streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they 

have received their reward.  3But when you give alms, do not let 

your left hand know what your right hand is doing,  4so that your 

alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret 

will reward you. 

  5"And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; 

for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street 

corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they 

have received their reward.  6But whenever you pray, go into your 

room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; 

and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  

  16"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the 

hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that 

they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.  
17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face,  18so 

that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who 

is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  

  19"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 

moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal;  20but 

store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 

rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.  21For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON   
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HYMN OF THE DAY Lamb of God (ELW 336) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
L: Lord, in your mercy.  

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY  

12:00 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed- Charles Callahan 

7:00 The Potter's Hand - Darlene Zchech 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

C: Ashes mark our foreheads, dust, our brows.  And with that 

ashen cross we receive from you, O God, a reminder and a 

curse.  Dust is our origin, and dust, our end.  Remind us 

that we are dust, and, when reminded, lead us to remember 

that most wonderful miracle – that in your hands, dust 

lives!  Accept these gifts that are a reflection of our hearts 

and lives that we bring to you.  We pray this through 

Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

PREFACE 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

 

 



10 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
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Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord's passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

C: Christ has died. 

     Christ is risen. 

     Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
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C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
With [name/s and] your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

L: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

C: Amen 

 

COMMUNION (Please be seated) 

 As Lutheran Christians, we believe Christ is truly present within our 

gathering and the taking of bread and wine for forgiveness, life and 

salvation.  On behalf of Christ, we invite all who are baptized and 

believe in Jesus Christ to join us in His Holy Supper.  Children who 

have not made their First Communion may be brought forward to 

the Altar for a blessing. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

SONG DURING COMMUNION  

Shepherd Me O God (ELW 780) 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Almighty God, You provide the True Bread from Heaven, your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Grant that we who have received 

the Sacrament of His body and blood may abide in Him and 

He in us, that we may be filled with the power of His endless 

life, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace, 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 

 



14 

 

SENDING SONG  O Christ, Our Hope (ELW 604) 

 

DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  

12:00 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded -arr. Michael Burkhardt 

7:00 All People That On Earth Do Dwell -- Arr. Lani Smith 

 

WELCOME! 
Please complete the blue pew card before you leave worship this 

day.  Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time 

and place of your choosing to answer questions about membership.  

Simply call the church office  

at 724-352-2333 to make an appointment. 

 

Today’s Worship Team 

Ash Wednesday 12:00 Noon 7:00 pm 

Acolyte  Alex Edder and Adam 

Hartzell 

Assisting Minister  Jeannine Sanford 

Greeters Bert and Beryl 

Mottern 

Wendy Mendenhall and Bill 

Sweeney 

Ushers Ron Boltz John and Gayle Gundlach 

Altar Guild Audrey Lott and 

Wendy Mendenhall 

Jackie Bice and Donna 

Bowman 

Offering Counters Kathy McRandal and Jim McLafferty 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23330. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of 

the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Reverend Roger G. Keller Pastor 724-352-2333 

Pastor Keller’s Cell 724-713-0549 

Pastor Keller’s Home   724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of 

Pastoral Care & 

Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Cristie Crytzer Director of 

Discipleship 

724-360-3190 

Chris Savannah Choir Director 

Office Manager 

724-282-8044 

724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator 724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Sexton 724-352-3413 

Bonnie Ekas Prayer Chain 724-352-1391 
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Come to hear local Christian leaders answer, 
“Why the Cross?” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. (I Cor. 1:18) 

 
Every Wednesday February 17 to March 16 
Time for all services:  noon and 7 p.m. 
 
February 17 
Zion United Methodist Church, 438 Bear Creek Road, Sarver 
Speaker:  Rev. Jeff Curtis of Saxonburg Memorial Church 
 
February 24 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, 315 Stoney Hollow Rd., Cabot  
Speaker: Rev. Tom Jones of Summit Presbyterian Church 
 
March 2 
Saxonburg Memorial Church, 466 West Main St., Saxonburg 
Speaker: Fr. Mark Pattock of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
 
March 9 
Noon:  Jefferson Center Presbyterian Church 
       390 Frazier Road, Saxonburg 
7 pm:  Cabot Methodist Church, 707 Winfield Rd., Cabot  
Speaker: Rev. Shawn Smith of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 
March 16 
St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 310 W Main St.  
Speaker: Rev. Kerry Doyal of Christ Community Fellowship 
   
Good Friday Worship Services—Friday, March 25 
Men: 6:00am at Saxonburg Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Women: 9:30 at Saxonburg Memorial Fellowship Hall 
Youth: 11:00am at Centennial Hall, Saxonburg – FCA 

Sponsored by the Sarver—Saxonburg Christian Leadership Network 


