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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

724-352-2333 

Stlks.com 

Sunday, December 03, 2017  
First Sunday of Advent 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE People, Look East -- Stephen L. Aber 

  

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

SOLO Lift Up Your Eyes  
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LITANY 
 

L: During Advent, God’s promise illuminates our hope.  

C:  On those living in the land of darkness, a light has dawned. 

 

L:  In times of fear, we place our hope in the One who brings 

peace. 

C:  On those living in the land of darkness, a light has dawned. 

 

L: In times of grief, we place our hope in the One who offers 

comfort. 

C:  On those living in the land of darkness, a light has dawned. 

 

L: In times of wondering, we place our hope in the One who 

speaks truth. 

C:  On those living in the land of darkness, a light has dawned. 

 

L: This morning we light the first candle which reminds us 

that our hope is the everlasting God who pierces the darkness of 

this world and reaches into the brokenness of our lives, granting 

the promise of a new tomorrow. 

 

GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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GATHERING HYMN  People, Look East (ELW 248) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 

protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and 

keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 64: 1-9 

L: A reading from chapter 64 of the book of Isaiah. 

 

 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 

 2as when fire kindles brushwood 

  and the fire causes water to boil— 

 to make your name known to your adversaries, 

  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

 4From ages past no one has heard, 

  no ear has perceived, 

 no eye has seen any God besides you, 

  who works for those who wait for him. 

 5You meet those who gladly do right, 

  those who remember you in your ways. 

 But you were angry, and we sinned; 

  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 

  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

 We all fade like a leaf, 

  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

 7There is no one who calls on your name, 

  or attempts to take hold of you; 

 for you have hidden your face from us, 

  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
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  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

  we are all the work of your hand. 

 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 

  and do not remember iniquity forever. 

  Now consider, we are all your people. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19 

 

 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 

 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 

  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
 3Restore | us, O God; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 4O LORD| God of hosts, 

  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray?  
 5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 

  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 

 6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 

  the one you have made so strong | for yourself.  
 18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 

  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 

 19Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

L: A reading from chapter one of First Corinthians. 

 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
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  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of 

God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you 

have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every 

kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 

among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as 

you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also 

strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called 

into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240) 

 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah 

Let the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel,  

God fulfills the promise. 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 13: 24-37 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, chapter 13. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 [Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering,  

 the sun will be darkened, 

  and the moon will not give its light, 

 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great 

power and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his 

elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 

heaven. 

  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 

becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is 

near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know 

that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation 

will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven 
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and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels 

in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; 

for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man 

going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 

charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on 

the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when 

the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, 

or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when 

he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 

awake.” 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

The King Shall Come (ELW 260) 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY 

8:15 Savior of the Nations, Come -- Douglas E. Wagner 

10:45  Say He Will Come - Robert Lau  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your 

creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope 

as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our 

Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

PREFACE 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
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And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Joseph and Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

L: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C: Amen 

 

COMMUNION 

COMMUNION SONG 
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COMMUNION HYMN  

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257) 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L: Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that 

day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to 

make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your 

name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (ELW 254) 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE Toccata on "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"  

-- Matthew McConnell 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK (Isaiah 40: 1-11, Psalm 85, 2 

Peter 3: 8-14, Mark 1: 1-8) 
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WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment. 
 

 

. 

THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Krystle Ekas and 

Alex Olczak 

Eli Keller and Molly 

Begeman 

ALTAR GUILD Audrey Lott and 

Wendy Mendenhall 

Jackie Bice and Donna 

Bowman 

ASSISTING 

MINISTER 

David Fugate Richard Beatty 

GREETERS Dale Arthurs and Al 

Kobert 

Kim Buss and Kris 

Crouch 

USHERS Kathy McRandal 

and Ruth Markwell 

Bob and Nita King 

OFFERING 

COUNTERS 

Jeff Hartzell and Bill Gordon 

 
Attendance on Sunday, November 26, 2017 
8:15         34  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

9:30  18  310 West Main Street 

10:45  34  Saxonburg, PA 16056  

Nursery      6  724-352-2333 

Total  92  stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net
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CHURCH STAFF 
Reverend Roger G. Keller Pastor 724-352-2333 

Pastor Keller’s Cell 724-713-0549 

Pastor Keller’s Home   724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of 

Pastoral Care & 

Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Chris Savannah Director of Music 

Ministry 

Office Manager 

724-282-8044 

724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Ellen Dodge Assistant Organist  

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall 

Sexton 

724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Kristen Begeman Nursery 724-352-2333 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 

 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved 
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4:00   Children’s Service 
8:00   Praise Service 
10:00  Traditional Service 

 
 

If you would like to play in the Praise Band at 8:00, please see 
Chris Savannah ASAP. 

 
 

 
There will be no morning services on Christmas Eve.  
 
December 31st services will be held at 8:15, 9:30 and 10:45 
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Sunday, December 10 

4:00– 6:00 pm 

 














