
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
310 West Main Street • PO Box 187 • Saxonburg, PA 

724-352-2333 
www.stlks.com 

stlukessaxonburg@gmail.com 

 



1 

 

 

Sunday, December 20, 2020 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

PRELUDE Adore - Kendrick and Chalk/Beany 

 

 
SOLO  Lift Up Your Eyes  

LITANY 
 

L: During Advent, we remember the light that shines in the 

darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. 
C: Sorrow may last for the night, but joy comes in the 

morning. 
 

L: For all who face the sting of loss, God’s Word speaks: 

C: Sorrow may last for the night, but joy comes in the 
morning. 

 

L: For all who wrestle with the unknown of tomorrow, God’s 

Word speaks: 
C: Sorrow may last for the night, but joy comes in the 

morning. 
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L: For all who battle the questions that arise in the silence, 
God’s Word speaks: 

C: Sorrow may last for the night, but joy comes in the 
morning. 

 

L: This morning we light four candles.  When the darkness of 
life feels overwhelming, the first candle ignites our hope in 
God’s unfailing truth.  When the chaos of life seems all-

consuming, the light of the second candle reveals the 
Prince of Peace.  When humanity responds with senseless 

acts and hurtful words, the light of the third candle 
radiates God’s command to love as we have been loved.  
The fourth candle reminds us that no matter what our 

circumstance, there is joy in the coming Christ who opens 
our eyes to the everlasting light. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 
 

 

GREETING: 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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GATHERING SONG (vs 1 and 4) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.    

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your 
abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that 

would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may 
bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:    2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16  
L:  The first reading is from Second Samuel, the 7th 

chapter. 

1 After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had 
given him rest from all his enemies around him, 2 he said to 

Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a house of cedar, 
while the ark of God remains in a tent.” 

3 Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, 

go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you.” 

4 But that night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 

saying: 

5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD says: 

Are you the one to build me a house to dwell in? 6 I have 
not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites 

up out of Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place 
to place with a tent as my dwelling. 7 Wherever I have 

moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their 
rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, 

“Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 

8 “Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD 

Almighty says: I took you from the pasture, from tending 
the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people Israel. 9 I 

have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have 
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cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make 
your name great, like the names of the greatest men on 

earth. 10 And I will provide a place for my people Israel and 
will plant them so that they can have a home of their own 

and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress 
them anymore, as they did at the beginning 11 and have 

done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my 
people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your 

enemies. 

“‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will 

establish a house for you:  

16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before 

me; your throne will be established forever.’” 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 89 

L:  Please let us read together Psalm 89. 
 

1 I will sing of the LORD’s great love forever; 

  with my mouth I will make your faithfulness  
  known through all generations. 

2 I will declare that your love stands firm forever, 

  that you have established your faithfulness in 
  heaven itself. 

3 You said, “I have made a covenant with my 
  chosen one, 

  I have sworn to David my servant, 

4 ‘I will establish your line forever 

   and make your throne firm through all generations.’ 

5 The heavens praise your wonders, LORD, 

  your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy 
  ones. 
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19 Once you spoke in a vision, 
    to your faithful people you said: 

    “I have bestowed strength on a warrior; 
    I have raised up a young man from among the 

    people. 

20 I have found David my servant; 

    with my sacred oil I have anointed him. 

21 My hand will sustain him; 

    surely my arm will strengthen him. 

22 The enemy will not get the better of him; 

    the wicked will not oppress him. 

23 I will crush his foes before him 

    and strike down his adversaries. 

24 My faithful love will be with him, 

    and through my name his horn will be exalted. 

25 I will set his hand over the sea, 

    his right hand over the rivers. 

26 He will call out to me, ‘You are my Father, 
    my God, the Rock my Savior.’ 

27 And I will appoint him to be my firstborn, 
    the most exalted of the kings of the earth. 

28 I will maintain my love to him forever, 
    and my covenant with him will never fail. 

29 I will establish his line forever, 
    his throne as long as the heavens endure. 
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SECOND READING:  Roman 16: 25-27  

L:  The second reading is from First Thessalonians, the 5th 
chapter. 

25 Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance 
with my gospel, the message I proclaim about Jesus 
Christ, in keeping with the revelation of the mystery 

hidden for long ages past, 26 but now revealed and made 
known through the prophetic writings by the command of 

the eternal God, so that all the Gentiles might come to 
the obedience that comes from faith— 27 to the only wise 

God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

 L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
 

Light four candles to watch for Messiah 

let the light banish darkness. 
He is coming, tell the glad tidings. 

Let your lights be shining. 
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GOSPEL:   Luke 1:26-38 

L:    The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 1st chapter. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the 
angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin 

pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The 

angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 
favored! The Lord is with you.” 

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered 
what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to 

her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 
God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you 

are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 

throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a 
virgin?” 

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the 
holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even 

Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old 
age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in 

her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your 

word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  (vs 1 and 2) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit  

 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven,  

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,  

 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG (vs 1 and 4) 
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DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE Comfort, Comfort, O My People  

- Johannes Olearius/Louis Bourgeois 
 

 
PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 

First Sunday after Christmas  

Isaiah 61:10–62:3, Psalm 111, Galatians 4:4-7, Luke 2:22-40  
 

 

 

 

The altar flowers this morning are given to 
the glory of God and in honor of Blake 

Fennell for his 6th birthday. 
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Saxonburg Memorial Presbyterian Church 
FREE Christmas Dinner 

If you or someone you know is in need this 
Christmas, and would benefit from this free 

dinner, please contact us! 

Request by Mon., Dec 21,  
Distributed Wed., Dec 23 11:00 AM - 2:00 

PM 
E-mail:  smpcoffice@zoominternet.net 

Phone:  (724) 352-2888 

This year Saxonburg Memorial Presbyterian Church’s mission 

team along with the deacons are helping our community at 
Christmas by offering a free Christmas meal for pickup.  They 

have purchased frozen turkeys and chickens from the Jones 
Turkey Farm to distribute along with a bunch of extra food to 
make a complete meal. 

 

 

Christmas Eve Communion Kits 

For those who are worshiping via the 
livestream service on Christmas Eve, 

communion kits and bulletins are 
available at the church.   

Please contact the office for further 
information. 



15 

 

 

OUR JOYS, PRAYERS, CARES AND CONCERNS 

Praise and Thanksgiving: for answered prayers (Diane M’s successful 

surgery), for our staff, leadership, and volunteers, for our faith, families.    

Healing, Cares & Concerns:  
Paul Brewer (cancer),  
Beryl Mottern (chemo effects),  
John (chemo), 
Carol (cancer, mental issues), 

Christie (cancer), 
Jimmy Mullen (leukemia & lymphoma), 
Kathy McRandal (treatments, recovery) 
David Whitlinger (cancer), 
Libby Satterfield (breast cancer surg.), 
Aileen Mansfield (rare breast cancer), 

Bobbie Jo Shearer, (aortic aneurysm), 

Maureen Pfeiffer,  
Mark Kollinger (tests for back), 
Ted Neill (hospital, COPD, kidneys), 
Chellie Amadee (hip recovery), 
Phillip (cancer), 
Don Kramer (needs kidney transplant),   

Bud Williams (hospital), 
Gary Saluskey (hospital), 
Ken Schugardt (hospital/leg infection), 
Chris Arthurs (foot surgery, cast), 
John Daum (chemo), 

Lucille Visnesky,  
Connie Morrow (COVID-19), 

Jim Menkhus (Parkinson’s),  
Matt Sherlock (test esophageal cancer),  
Robin Swank (stroke), 
Scarlet McFeely (4mos, genetic 
disease), 

Castiel (4yrs, tests, possible 
surgery),  
Wyatt Mock (brain bleed, multiple 
fractures), 

Peggy Crawford (pneumonia, biopsy), 
Rev. Karl Schoch (car accident), 
Freda Schoch (car accident), 
Carole Hartman (mass on brain), 
Mary Ellen (Lyme disease), 
Ashley, 

Norma McCollum 

(pneumonia/recovery), 
Lawson Family, 
Holly Puett (broken foot), 
May Jane (fall/dislocated shoulder), 
Jennifer (cancer surgery), 
Kelly Weston, 

Prudy Juran (eye surgery), 
Sofiya (heart surgery, recovery), 
Millie Sutton (COVID), 
Rev. Nila & Larry Cogan (COVID), 
Joyce Brandon (broken elbow, 

surgery),  
Jeff Foster (accident, some colon 

removed),  
Lee Foster (stomach cancer surgery), 
Baldauff family, 
Rev. Shawn & Kendra Smith (COVID),  
Eileen Miller 

 

For faith to recognize God’s voice and to participate in His plan for our lives; 

for God’s protection and blessings on our churches; for those who care for 

the sick, the lonely, the hungry, the needy, the prisoners; for all students, 

teachers, and parents; that we will seek true repentance and God’s healing 

for our land; for Christian leadership in government; for those who oppose 

God’s ways. 
 

Bereaved: Families of Sam Lawson, Joann Newman, Nancy 

Critchlow, Linda Crytzer, Diane Givan, Marge Reinhart, Harold Shipe 
 

Monthly Mission:  Victims Outreach Intervention Center (VOICe), 

Butler PA 


