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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

724-352-2333 

Sunday, December 17, 2017  

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

PRELUDE 

Patience, People    John Foley 

The Angel Gabriel      Robert C. Lau 

 

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

SOLO Lift Up Your Eyes  
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LITANY 

L: In a world torn asunder by violence, Jesus says, “No more.” 

C:  “… a new command I give, ‘Love one another as I have 

loved you’.” 

 

L:  In a world where hurting people are too often neglected, Jesus 

says, “No more.” 

C:  “… a new command I give, ‘Love one another as I have 

loved you’.” 

 

L: In a world where another’s needs are too often overlooked, 

Jesus says, “No more.” 

C:  “… a new command I give, ‘Love one another as I have 

loved you’.” 

 

L: This morning we light three candles.  In a world where 

darkness abounds, the light of the first candle radiates the hope of 

God’s unfailing promise.  As we light the second candle, we long 

for God’s perfect peace to calm our souls and end our wars.  As we 

light the third candle, we seek to share with others the love God 

has shown us through the gift of Jesus Christ. 

GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING SONG Hark, the Glad Sound! (ELW 239) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our 

ears to the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, 

we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

 

L: A reading from chapter 61 of the book of Isaiah. 

 

 1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

  because the LORD has anointed me; 

 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

  to bind up the brokenhearted, 

 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

  and release to the prisoners; 

 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 

  and the day of vengeance of our God; 

  to comfort all who mourn; 

 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

  the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 

 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

  they shall raise up the former devastations; 

 they shall repair the ruined cities, 

  the devastations of many generations. 

 

 8For I the LORD love justice, 

  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
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 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

  and their offspring among the peoples; 

 all who see them shall acknowledge 

  that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

  my whole being shall exult in my God; 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

  to spring up before all the nations. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

L: A reading from chapter 5 of First Thessalonians. 

 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of prophets, 
21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every 

form of evil. 

  23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may 

your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is 

faithful, and he will do this. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240) 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah 

Let the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel,  

God fulfills the promise. 

 

Light two candles to watch for Messiah; 

Let the light banish darkness. 

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,  

Gently lead them homeward. 

 

GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28 

L: The holy gospel according to Saint John, chapter one. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came 

as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 

him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 

light. 

  19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests 

and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He 

confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the 

Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He 

said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 
22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for 

those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said,  

 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 

  24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, 

“Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor 

Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with 

water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one 

who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John 

was baptizing. 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240) 

 

Light three candles to watch for Messiah;  

Let the light banish darkness. 

Lift you heads and lift high the gateway  

For the King of glory. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came (ELW 265) 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD 
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OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY 

8:15 Dona Nobis Pacem 

10:45 Advent Carol - Dale Wood  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

L: Let us pray. 

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your 

creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope 

as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our 

Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

PREFACE 

 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Joseph and Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

L: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C: Amen 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION SONG 

COMMUNION HYMN   Infant Holy, Infant Lowly (ELW 276) 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L: Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that 

day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to 

make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your 

name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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BLESSING 

 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG  Joy to the World (ELW 267) 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus  

-Gilbert M. Martin 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK (Isaiah 9:2-7, Titus 2: 11-14, 

Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]) 

 

WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment. 
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THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Krystle Ekas and 

Alex Olczak 

Payne Crouch and Cole 

Edwards 

ALTAR GUILD Audrey Lott and 

Wendy Mendenhall 

Jackie Bice and Donna 

Bowman 

ASSISTING 

MINISTER 

Cathy Boyd Jamie Drennen 

GREETERS Dave and Judy 

Gundlach 

Gayle Gundlach and 

Bill Sweeney 

USHERS Ron Boltz and Tim 

Markwell 

Carl Bracken and Gayle 

Gundlach 

OFFERING 

COUNTERS 

Donna Shipe and David Fugate 

 
Attendance on Sunday, December 10, 2017 
8:15         41  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

9:30  15  310 West Main Street 

10:45  54  Saxonburg, PA 16056  

Nursery      3  724-352-2333 

Total  113  stlukechurch@consolidated.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net
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CHURCH STAFF 

Reverend Roger G. Keller Pastor 724-352-2333 

Pastor Keller’s Cell 724-713-0549 

Pastor Keller’s Home   724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of 

Pastoral Care & 

Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Chris Savannah Director of Music 

Ministry 

Office Manager 

724-282-8044 

724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Ellen Dodge Assistant Organist  

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall 

Sexton 

724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Kristen Begeman Nursery 724-352-2333 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 

 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved 
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4:00   Children’s Service 
8:00   Praise Service 
10:00  Traditional Service 

 
 

 
There will be no morning services on Christmas Eve.  
 
December 31st services will be held at 8:15, 9:30 and 10:45 
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There is still room for more carolers!  Come to 
Centennial Hall after services today for some 

lunch and join the carolers! 
 

Lunch 12:15 
Caroling 1-4 

 
  


