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Sunday, December 13, 2020 
Third Sunday in Advent 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
 

PRELUDE All People That on Earth do Dwell  

– Kethe, Bourgeois 

 
(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; but, 

after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

 
SOLO Lift Up Your Eyes  
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LITANY 
 

L: In a world torn asunder by violence, Jesus says, “No 

more.” 
C: “As it is written, a new command I give, ‘Love one 

another as I have loved you’.” 
 
L: In a world where hurting people are too often neglected, 

Jesus says, “No more.” 
C: “As it is written, a new command I give, ‘Love one 

another as I have loved you’.” 
 
L: In a world where another’s needs are too often 

overlooked, Jesus says, “No more.” 
C:   “As it is written, a new command I give, ‘Love one 

another as I have loved you’.” 
 
L: This morning we light three candles.  In a world where 

darkness abounds, the light of the first candle radiates 
the hope of God’s unfailing promise.  As we light the 

second candle, we long for God’s perfect peace to calm 
our souls and end our wars.  As we light the third candle, 
we seek to share with others the love God has shown us 

through the gift of Jesus Christ. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
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GREETING: 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
 

GATHERING SONG (vs 1 and 2) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.    
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and 

open our ears to the words of your prophets, that, 
anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
FIRST READING:    Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

L:  The first reading is from Isaiah, the 61st chapter. 

1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 

    because the LORD has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

    to proclaim freedom for the captives 
    and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor 
    and the day of vengeance of our God, 

to comfort all who mourn, 
3     and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 

to bestow on them a crown of beauty 
    instead of ashes, 

the oil of joy 
    instead of mourning, 

and a garment of praise 
    instead of a spirit of despair. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
    a planting of the LORD 

    for the display of his splendor. 
4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins 
    and restore the places long devastated; 

they will renew the ruined cities 
    that have been devastated for generations. 
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8 “For I, the LORD, love justice; 

    I hate robbery and wrongdoing. 
In my faithfulness I will reward my people 

    and make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9 Their descendants will be known among the nations 

    and their offspring among the peoples. 
All who see them will acknowledge 

    that they are a people the LORD has blessed.” 
10 I delight greatly in the LORD; 

    my soul rejoices in my God. 
For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 

    and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, 
as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 

    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the soil makes the sprout come up 

    and a garden causes seeds to grow, 

so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness 
    and praise spring up before all nations. 

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 126 
L:  Please let us read together Psalm 126. 
 

1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

    we were like those who dreamed. 

2 Our mouths were filled with laughter, 

    our tongues with songs of joy. 
Then it was said among the nations, 

    “The LORD has done great things for them.” 

3 The LORD has done great things for us, 
    and we are filled with joy. 
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4 Restore our fortunes, LORD, 

    like streams in the Negev. 

5 Those who sow with tears 

    will reap with songs of joy. 

6 Those who go out weeping, 

    carrying seed to sow, 
will return with songs of joy, 

    carrying sheaves with them. 

 

SECOND READING:  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  
L:  The second reading is from First Thessalonians, the 5th 

chapter. 

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with 

contempt 21 but test them all; hold on to what is good, 
22 reject every kind of evil. 

23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through 
and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept 

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one 
who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. 

 L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 

 
Light three candles to watch for Messiah 

Let the light banish darkness. 
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 

For the King of glory! 
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GOSPEL:   John 1: 6-8; 19-28  
L:    The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 1st chapter. 

C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 
7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so 

that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the 
light; he came only as a witness to the light. 

19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in 
Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 
20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not 

the Messiah.” 

21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” 

He said, “I am not.” 
“Are you the Prophet?” 

He answered, “No.” 

22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to 

take back to those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 

23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the 
voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the 

way for the Lord.’” 

24 Now the Pharisees who had been sent 25 questioned him, 

“Why then do you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor 
Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 

26 “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you 
stands one you do not know. 27 He is the one who comes 
after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to 

untie.” 

28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the 

Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
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L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  (vs 1 and 4) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit  

 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven,  

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,  

 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG (vs 1 and 4) 
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DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE He Shall Reign Forever More 

 – Matthews/Rouse 

 

 
 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 
Fourth Sunday of Advent  

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 Psalm 89:1-5 (19-29), Romans 16:25-27, Luke 1:26-38  
 

 

 

 

 

The altar flowers this morning are given to 

the glory of God and in memory of Daphne 
Lunn, by Chris and Kim Lunn and Family. 
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OUR JOYS, PRAYERS, CARES AND CONCERNS 
 

Praise and Thanksgiving: for answered prayers, (Harold Shipe’s return 
home), for our staff, leadership, and volunteers, for our faith, families  
 
Healing, Cares & Concerns:   
Paul Brewer (cancer),  
Beryl Mottern (chemo effects),  
John (chemo), 

Carol (cancer, mental issues), 
Christie (cancer), 
Jimmy Mullen (leukemia & 
lymphoma), 
Kathy McRandal (treatments,  

recovery), 

David Whitlinger (cancer), 
Libby Satterfield (breast cancer surg.), 
Aileen Mansfield (rare breast cancer), 
Bobbie Jo Shearer, (aortic aneurysm), 
Maureen Pfeiffer,  
Mark Kollinger (tests for back), 
Ted Neill (hospital, COPD, 

kidneys), 
Chellie Amadee (hip recovery), 
Phillip (cancer), 
Don Kramer (needs kidney 
transplant),   

Bud Williams (hospital), 
Gary Saluskey (hospital), 

Ken Schugardt (hospital/leg infection), 
Chris Arthurs (foot surgery, cast), 
John Daum (chemo), 
Lucille Visnesky,  
Connie Morrow (COVID-19), 

Jim Menkhus (Parkinson’s),  
Matt Sherlock (test esophageal 
cancer),  

Robin Swank (stroke), 
Scarlet McFeely (4mos, genetic 
disease), 
Castiel (4yrs, tests, possible surgery),  
Wyatt Mock (brain bleed, multiple 

fractures), 

Peggy Crawford (tests), 
Rev. Karl Schoch (car accident), 
Freda Schoch (car accident), 
Carole Hartman (mass on brain), 
Mary Ellen (Lyme disease), 
Ashley, 
Norma McCollum 

(pneumonia/recovery), 
Lawson Family, 
Holly Puett (broken foot), 
May Jane (fall/dislocated shoulder), 
Jennifer (cancer surgery), 

Kelly Weston, 
Prudy Juran (eye surgery), 

Sofiya (heart surgery, recovery), 
Millie Sutton (COVID), 
Rev. Nila Cogan (COVID), 
Larry Cogan

  

For God’s protection and blessings on our churches and those who minister 

or care for the sick, the lonely, the hungry, the needy, the prisoners; for all 
students, teachers, and parents; that we seek true repentance and God’s 
healing for our land; for Christian leadership in government; for those who 

oppose God’s ways. 
 

Bereaved: Families of Sam Lawson, Joann Newman, Nancy Critchlow,  
Linda Crytzer, Diane Givan 
 

Monthly Mission:  Victims Outreach Intervention Center (VOICe), Butler PA 


