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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

www.stlks.com 

Sunday, December 13, 2015  
Third Sunday of Advent 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Three 

 

PRELUDE  

8:15 Lo! A Rose E’er Blooming – Johannes Brahms 

10:45 The Lord's Prayer – Albert Hay Mallotte 
 

 (When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

SOLO Lift Up Your Eyes  

 
 



2 

 

LITANY 
 

L: In a world torn asunder by violence, Jesus says, “No more.” 

C:  “… a new command I give, ‘Love one another as I have 

loved you’.” 

 

L:  In a world where hurting people are too often neglected, Jesus 

says, “No more.” 

C:  “… a new command I give, ‘Love one another as I have 

loved you’.” 

 

L: In a world where another’s needs are too often overlooked, 

Jesus says, “No more.” 

C:  “… a new command I give, ‘Love one another as I have 

loved you’.” 

 

L: This morning we light three candles.  In a world where 

darkness abounds, the light of the first candle radiates the hope of 

God’s unfailing promise.  As we light the second candle, we long 

for God’s perfect peace to calm our souls and end our wars.  As we 

light the third candle, we seek to share with others the love God 

has shown us through the gift of Jesus Christ. 

 

 
GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING SONG People, Look East (ELW 248) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our 

ears to the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we 

may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON: Zephaniah 3:14-20 

L: The First Lesson is from the third chapter of Zephaniah. 

 14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 

  shout, O Israel! 

 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

  O daughter Jerusalem! 

 15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, 

  he has turned away your enemies. 

 The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 

  you shall fear disaster no more. 

 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

 Do not fear, O Zion; 

  do not let your hands grow weak. 

 17The LORD, your God, is in your midst, 

  a warrior who gives victory; 

 he will rejoice over you with gladness, 

  he will renew you in his love; 

 he will exult over you with loud singing 

  18as on a day of festival. 

 I will remove disaster from you, 

  so that you will not bear reproach for it. 

 19I will deal with all your oppressors 

  at that time. 

 And I will save the lame 
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  and gather the outcast, 

 and I will change their shame into praise 

  and renown in all the earth. 

 20At that time I will bring you home, 

  at the time when I gather you; 

 for I will make you renowned and praised 

  among all the peoples of the earth, 

 when I restore your fortunes 

  before your eyes, says the LORD. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Isaiah 12:2-6 

 2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not | be afraid, 

  for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, and has 

become | my salvation. 

 3With joy you | will draw water 

  from the wells | of salvation.  
 4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call | on 

God’s name; 

  make known the deeds of the LORD among the nations; 

proclaim that this name | is exalted. 

 5Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done | gloriously; 

  let this be known in | all the earth. 
 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O | royal Zion, 

  for great in your midst is the Holy | One of Israel.  

 

SECOND LESSON: Philippians 4:4-7 

L: The Second Lesson is from the fourth chapter of Paul’s 

letter to the Philippians. 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry 

about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the 

peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
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L: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 

 

10:45 KING'S KIDZ (JR. CHURCH AGES 5 TO 4TH 

GRADE) 

 

GOSPEL RESPONSE   

He Came Down  (ELW 253) vs. 1 & 2 

 

He came down that we may have love; 

He came down that we may have love; 

He came down that we may have love; 

Hallelujah forevermore. 

 

He came down that we may have light; 

He came down that we may have light; 

He came down that we may have light; 

Hallelujah forevermore. 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:7-18 

 

L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to 

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God 

is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even 

now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 

does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

  10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In 

reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with 

anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 
12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 

“Teacher, what should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no 

more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked 
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him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not 

extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be 

satisfied with your wages.” 

  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 

questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be 

the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you 

with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 

not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, 

to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; 

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

  18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good 

news to the people. 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus  (ELW 254) 

 

CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
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was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY 

8:15 Jesus, Come, For We Invite You – Harold Friedell 

10:45 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus - Robert Lau 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  
L: Let us pray. 

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your 

creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope 

as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our 

Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG  

The King Shall Come (ELW 260) 

(Silent meditation during the extinguishing of the candles) 

 

DISMISSAL 

L:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  

      Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK (Micah 5:2-5a, Luke 1:46b-

55, Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1:39-45[46-55]) 
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Welcome! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at  

724-352-2333 to make an appointment. 

 

 

Please join us, every Sunday, for a Coffee Fellowship 

in Fellowship Hall (church basement) after the early 

service. 

 

 
 

 

THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Vanessa McRandal 

and Autumn Trempus 

Adam Hartzell and 

Katie Drennen 

CHILD. SERMON  Kelly Weston 

ALTAR GUILD   

GREETERS Dave and Judy 

Gundlach 

Bob and Nita King 

LECTOR/ASST. 

MIN 

Doris Herceg Dick Beatty 

NURSERY  Lynch Family 

OFFER. 

COUNTERS 

Bob Bicker and Jackie Bice 

USHERS Neal and Cindy Hay Bob and Nita King 
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Attendance on Sunday, December 6, 2015 
8:15         40  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

9:30         13  310 West Main Street 

10:45  67  Saxonburg, PA 16056 724-352-2333 

Nursery      3    stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

Kings Kids   5 

Total              128 

Sunday School     41 

 
 
 
 
CHURCH STAFF 
Reverend Roger G. Keller Pastor 724-352-2333 

Pastor Keller’s Cell 724-713-0549 

Pastor Keller’s Home   724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of 

Pastoral Care & 

Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Chris Savannah Choir Director 

Office Manager 

724-282-8044 

724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator 

Milestone Ministry 

724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Sexton 724-352-3413 

Bonnie Ekas Prayer Chain 724-352-1391 
 
 

Copyright © 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003330. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved. 
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 4:00    Children’s Service 
 8:00    Praise Service 
 10:00    Traditional Service 


