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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  

310 West Main Street  

Saxonburg, PA  

724-352-2333 

 

Sunday, December 10, 2017  

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

PRELUDE Watchman, Tell Us of the Night -- Mark Hayes 

  

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

SOLO Lift Up Your Eyes  
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LITANY 

 

L: During Advent, God’s promise illuminates a weary world. 

For any who have grown weary of waiting:  

C:  God speaks, “Peace, be still.” 

 

L:  For any who are anxious about the worries of tomorrow: 

C:  God speaks, “Peace, be still.” 

 

L: For any whose lips have been silenced: 

C:  God speaks, “Peace, be still.” 

 

L: This morning we light two candles. The first candle 

reminds us in a dark and weary world, that our hope lies securely 

in the grace and truth of Jesus Christ.  The second candle radiates 

God’s perfect peace to calm our restless souls. As we continue our 

journey, let us be encouraged with hope, comforted with peace, 

and guided in truth. 

 

 
  

GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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GATHERING SONG  Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW 264) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

C: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of 

your only Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve you with 

purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:1-11 

L: A reading from chapter 40 of the book of Isaiah. 

 

 1Comfort, O comfort my people, 

  says your God. 

 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

  and cry to her 

 that she has served her term, 

  that her penalty is paid, 

 that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

  double for all her sins. 

 3A voice cries out: 

 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 

  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

 4Every valley shall be lifted up, 

  and every mountain and hill be made low; 

 the uneven ground shall become level, 

  and the rough places a plain. 

 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

  and all people shall see it together, 

  for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

 6A voice says, “Cry out!” 

  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

 All people are grass, 

  their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

 7The grass withers, the flower fades, 

  when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 

  surely the people are grass. 

 8The grass withers, the flower fades; 
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  but the word of our God will stand forever. 

 9Get you up to a high mountain, 

  O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

 lift up your voice with strength, 

  O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

  lift it up, do not fear; 

 say to the cities of Judah, 

  “Here is your God!” 

 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 

  and his arm rules for him; 

 his reward is with him, 

  and his recompense before him. 

 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 

  he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

 and carry them in his bosom, 

  and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: 2 Peter 3: 8-15a 

L: A reading from chapter 3 of Second Peter. 

 
8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is 

like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9The 

Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but 

is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to 

repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and 

then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the 

elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything 

that is done on it will be disclosed. 

  11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort 

of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and 

godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of 

God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and 

dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 13But, in 

accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new 

earth, where righteousness is at home. 
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  14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, 

strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand 

regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240) 

  

Light one candle to watch for Messiah; 

Let the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel, 

God fulfills the promise. 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, chapter one. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  

 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way; 

 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people 

from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 

were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s 

hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and 

wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I 

is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 

thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
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L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240) 

 

Light two candles to watch for Messiah; 

Let the light banish darkness. 

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,  

Gently lead them homeward. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

Comfort, Comfort Now My People (ELW 256) 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY 

8:15 Reflection on an Ancient Plainsong -- Michael Ryan 

10:45 Come Jesus, Come Morning Star  

- Linda Shute and Carl DawJr. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

C: God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, 

but with words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, 

which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

L:  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG 

On Jordan's Banks the Baptist Cry (ELW 249) 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus -- Lani Smith 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK (Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11, Psalm 

126, 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24, John 1: 6-8, 19-28) 
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WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment. 
 

Attendance on Sunday, December 3, 2017 
8:15         40  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

9:30  13  310 West Main Street 

10:45  47  Saxonburg, PA 16056  

Nursery     3  724-352-2333 

Total  103  stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

 

 

THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Megan Edder and 

Jinelle Yohe 

Adam Hartzell and 

Adre Anderson  

ALTAR GUILD Audrey Lott and 

Wendy Mendenhall 

Jackie Bice and Donna 

Bowman 

ASSISTING 

MINISTER 

Carl Smith Beth Zellhart 

GREETERS Mary Byers and 

Erika Schuelke 

Lynn and Jason Fox 

USHERS Dave and Judy 

Gundlach 

Jason Fox and George 

Reuning 

OFFERING 

COUNTERS 

Jackie Bice and Bob Bicker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net
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CHURCH STAFF 

Reverend Roger G. Keller Pastor 724-352-2333 

Pastor Keller’s Cell 724-713-0549 

Pastor Keller’s Home   724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of 

Pastoral Care & 

Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Chris Savannah Director of Music 

Ministry 

Office Manager 

724-282-8044 

724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Ellen Dodge Assistant Organist  

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall 

Sexton 

724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Kristen Begeman Nursery 724-352-2333 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 

 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved 
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TODAY! 

4:00– 6:00 pm 
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Caroling 

December 17th After Late Service 
 

As the angels sang that first Christmas, Christians have long 

celebrated and borne witness through song to the birth of our 

Savior Jesus Christ. Words in song stir the spirit of the person 

who sings as well as the one who receives the music. Through 

song and gift giving, hearts will be touched on December 17th 

when St. Luke’s members visit over 20 special people, friends and 

family. Come be part of a very special way to offer Christmas 

comfort and joy. Lunch will be served at 12 after late service. We 

will carpool and visit from 1 to 4. If not having lunch, come at 

12:45 for team assignments. Sign up in the Koinonia Café.  

 


