
1 

 

St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

724-352-2333 

Stlks.com 

Sunday, December 04, 2016  
Second Sunday of Advent 
 

PRELUDE 

8:15 The Angel Gabriel – Arr.  Robert Lau 

10:45 Lo, How a Rose -- Arr. David Paxton 

 

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

SOLO Lift Up Your Eyes  
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LITANY 
 

L: During Advent, God’s promise illuminates a weary world. 

For any who have grown weary of waiting:  

C:  God speaks, “Peace, be still.” 

 

L:  For any who are anxious about the worries of tomorrow. 

C:  God speaks, “Peace, be still.” 

 

L: For any whose lips have been silenced: 

C:  God speaks, “Peace, be still.” 

 

L: This morning we light two candles. The first candle 

reminds us in a dark and weary world, that our hope lies securely 

in the grace and truth of Jesus Christ.  The second candle radiates 

God’s perfect peace to calm our restless souls. As we continue our 

journey, let us be encouraged with hope, comforted with peace, 

and guided in truth. 

 

 
GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING HYMN Hark, the Glad Sound! (ELW 239) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. 

By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and 

peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11: 1-10 

L: A reading from chapter 11 of the book of Isaiah. 

 

 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

  or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

  and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain; 
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 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

 

  10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the 

peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be 

glorious. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 15: 4-13 

L: A reading from chapter 15 of Paul’s letter to the Romans. 

 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our 

instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of 

the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness 

and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one 

voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

  7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed 

you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a 

servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order 

that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in 

order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 

written,  

 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says,  

 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again,  

 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says,  

 “The root of Jesse shall come, 

  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
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13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

10:45 KING'S KIDZ (JR. CHURCH AGES 5 TO 4TH 

GRADE) 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

He Came Down (ELW 253)  
 

He came down that we may have hope 

He came down that we may have hope 

He came down that we may have hope 

Hallelujah forevermore. 

 

He came down that we may have peace 

He came down that we may have peace 

He came down that we may have peace 

Hallelujah forevermore. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 

L: The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew, chapter 3. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around 

his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the 

people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all 

the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

  7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
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baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 

to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 
9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 

ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 

children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 

trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 

and thrown into the fire. 

  11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 

and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

L: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

Come Now, O Prince of Peace (ELW 247) 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY 

8:15 He Shall Feed His Flock       G. F. Handel 

David Kurowski, clarinet 

10:45 A Prelude to Advent - Ruth Elaine Schram  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your 

creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope 

as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our 

Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

PREFACE 

 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. 

C: Christ is risen. 

C: Christ will come again. 
 

L: With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

L: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C: Amen 

 

COMMUNION 

COMMUNION SONG 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

For the Bread Which You have Broken (ELW 494) 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L: Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that 

day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to 

make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your 

name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG 

On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry (ELW 249) 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

8:15 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

10:45 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus -- Arr. Lani Smith 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 

Isaiah 35:1-10, Psalm 146, James 5:7-11, Matthew 11:2-15 
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WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment.  
 

Attendance on Sunday, November 27, 2016 

8:15         30  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
9:30   16 310 West Main Street 
10:45   44 Saxonburg, PA 16056 724-352-2333 
Kings Kidz    2 stlukechurch@consolidated.net 
Nursery       3  
Total                 95 
 

 
 
THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Alex Kadunce and 

Noelle Steedle 

Payne Crouch and 

Katie Hartzell 

ALTAR GUILD   Audrey Lott and 

Wendy Mendenhall 

David and Stefanie 

Fennell 

GREETERS Audrey Lott and 

Ruth Markwell 

Dick and Sue Smith 

LECTOR/ASST. 

MIN 

David Fugate Larry Martin 

OFFER. 

COUNTERS 

Jeff Hartzell and Bill Gordon 

USHERS Dave and Judy 

Gundlach 

Tom and Katie 

Patterson 
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 4:00 Children’s Service 
 8:00 Praise Service 
 10:00  Traditional Service 

 

 Christmas Day Service 10:30 
(no Sunday school) 

 

 New Year’s Day Service  
8:15 & 10:45 
(no Sunday School or 9:30 service) 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Reverend Roger G. Keller Pastor 724-352-2333 

Pastor Keller’s Cell 724-713-0549 

Pastor Keller’s Home   724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of 

Pastoral Care & 

Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Chris Savannah Choir Director 

Office Manager 

724-282-8044 

724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Sexton 724-352-3413 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003330. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved. 

 

Who am I to judge? 
I was shocked, confused, bewildered as I entered Heaven’s door, 

Not by the beauty of it all, nor the lights, nor its décor. 

But it was the folks in Heaven who made me sputter and gasp… 

The thieves, the liars, the sinners, the alcoholics. 

There stood the kid from 7th grade who  

swiped my lunch money twice. 

Nest to him was my old neighbor who never said anything nice. 

Joe, who I always thought was rotting away in hell, 

Was sitting pretty on Cloud 9, looking remarkably well. 

I nudged Jesus, ‘Hey, what’s the deal? 

I’d like to hear Your take,  

How did all these sinners get up here? 

It must be some mistake. 

And why is everyone so quiet, so somber,  

please just give me a clue.’ 

‘Hush, hush, child,’ He said.  

‘They’re all in shock. No one thought they’d be seeing you.’ 
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