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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

724-352-2333 

Stlks.com 

Sunday, December 18, 2016  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE   

 

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

SOLO Lift Up Your Eyes  
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LITANY 
 

L: During Advent, we remember the light that shines in the 

darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. 

C:  Sorrow may last for the night, but joy comes in the 

morning. 

 

L:  For all who face the sting of loss, God’s Word speaks: 

C:  Sorrow may last for the night, but joy comes in the 

morning. 

 

L: For all who wrestle with the unknown of tomorrow, God’s 

Word speaks: 

C:  Sorrow may last for the night, but joy comes in the 

morning. 

 

L: For all who battle the questions that arise in the silence, God’s 

Word speaks: 

C:  Sorrow may last for the night, but joy comes in the 

morning. 

 

L: This morning we light four candles.  When the darkness of 

life feels overwhelming, the first candle ignites our hope in God’s 

unfailing truth.  When the chaos of life seems all-consuming, the 

light of the second candle reveals the Prince of Peace.  When 

humanity responds with senseless acts and hurtful words, the light 

of the third candle radiates God’s command to love as we have 

been loved.  The fourth candle reminds us that no matter what our 

circumstance, there is joy in the coming of Christ who opens our 

eyes to the everlasting light. 
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GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

GATHERING HYMN 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel (ELW 257) vs. 1-4, 7-8 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant 

grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that 

eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 

 

L: A reading from chapter 7 of Isaiah. 

 
10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your 

God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I 

will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah 

said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 

mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself 

will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and 

shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds 
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and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose 

the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and 

choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread 

will be deserted.” 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 

 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 

  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
 3Restore | us, O God; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 4O LORD| God of hosts, 

  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray?  
 5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 

  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 

 6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 

  the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 
 18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 

  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 

 19Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.  
 

SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7 

 

L: A reading from chapter one of Paul’s letter to the Romans. 

 
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for 

the gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his 

prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, 

who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was 
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declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of 

holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 

about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of 

his name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus 

Christ, 

  7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

10:45 KING'S KIDZ (JR. CHURCH AGES 5 TO 4TH 

GRADE) 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION He Came Down (ELW 253)  

 

He came down that we may have hope 

He came down that we may have hope 

He came down that we may have hope 

Hallelujah forevermore. 

 

He came down that we may have peace 

He came down that we may have peace 

He came down that we may have peace 

Hallelujah forevermore. 

 

He came down that we may have love 

He came down that we may have love 

He came down that we may have love 

Hallelujah forevermore. 

 

He came down that we may have joy 

He came down that we may have joy 

He came down that we may have joy 

Hallelujah forevermore. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25 

 

L: The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew, chapter one. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When 

his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 

together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her 

husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose 

her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just 

when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 

take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the 

Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, 

for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to 

fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, 

he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his 

wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a 

son; and he named him Jesus. 

 

L: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came (ELW 265) 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
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he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY 

8:15 Organ Solo 

10:45  Come, Emmanuel - Pepper Choplin  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

L: Let us pray. 

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your 

creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope 

as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our 

Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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PREFACE 

 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

C: Christ has died. 

C: Christ is risen. 

C: Christ will come again. 
 

L: With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
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C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

L: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C: Amen 

 

COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (ELW 254) 

Once in Royal David’s City (ELW 269) 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L: Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that 

day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to 

make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your 

name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG People, Look East (ELW 248) 
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DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 

Isaiah 52:7-10, Psalm 2, Hebrews 1:1-6, John 1:1-14 

 

WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment.  
 

Attendance on Sunday, December 11, 2016 

8:15          31  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
9:30   13 310 West Main Street 
10:45   56 Saxonburg, PA 16056 724-352-2333 
Kings Kidz    5 stlukechurch@consolidated.net 
Nursery       2  
Total                 107 
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THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Austin Heade and 

Dylan Plutyk 

Cole Edwards and 

Adam Hartzell 

ALTAR GUILD   Ruth Richards and 

Wendy Mendenhall 

David and Stefanie 

Fennell 

GREETERS Bert and Beryl 

Mottern 

Tom and Katie 

Patterson 

LECTOR/ASST. 

MIN 

Amy Montag-Smith Jamie Drennen 

OFFER. 

COUNTERS 

Donna Shipe and David Fugate 

USHERS Wendy Mendenhall 

and Ruth Markwell 

John and Kelly Weston 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Reverend Roger G. Keller Pastor 724-352-2333 

Pastor Keller’s Cell 724-713-0549 

Pastor Keller’s Home   724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of 

Pastoral Care & 

Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Chris Savannah Choir Director 

Office Manager 

724-282-8044 

724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Sexton 724-352-3413 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SAS003330. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Don’t be a party pooper…. 
come to St. Luke’s 
Christmas Party this 

coming Sunday evening.  From 1-102, 
this party is for you (and Jesus too).  

 Christmas story, carols, dinner, 
cookies and a blessing.   From 5:30-7 
on Sunday, December 18 

Menu: Slider Sandwiches, potato 
salad, macaroni salad, veggies and 
cookies. 
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Please rsvp the number of people 

attending with you to the church office 
by Thursday at 12:00 and bring a dozen 
of cookies to share at the party!!!!  
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