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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

724-352-2333 

Stlks.com 

 

Sunday, December 09, 2018  

Second Sunday of Advent 
8:15 Communion 

 

PRELUDE Lo, How A Rose -- Arr. David Paxton 
  

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; but, after 

worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

SOLO Lift Up Your Eyes  
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LITANY 
 

L: During Advent, God’s promise illuminates a weary world. 

For any who have grown weary of waiting:  

C:  God speaks, “Peace, be still.” 

 

L:  For any who are anxious about the worries of tomorrow: 

C:  God speaks, “Peace, be still.” 

 

L: For any whose lips have been silenced: 

C:  God speaks, “Peace, be still.” 

 

L: This morning we light two candles. The first candle 

reminds us in a dark and weary world, that our hope lies securely 

in the grace and truth of Jesus Christ.  The second candle radiates 

God’s perfect peace to calm our restless souls. As we continue our 

journey, let us be encouraged with hope, comforted with peace, 

and guided in truth. 

GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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GATHERING HYMN:   Hark, the Glad Sound! (ELW 239) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. 

By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of 

your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING:   Malachi 3: 1-7 

L: A reading from chapter 3 of the book of Malachi. 

1 “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. 

Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; 

the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says 

the LORD Almighty. 

2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when 

he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s 

soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify 

the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD 

will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, 4 and the 

offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, 

as in days gone by, as in former years. 

5 “So I will come to put you on trial. I will be quick to testify 

against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who 

defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows and the 

fatherless, and deprive the foreigners among you of justice, but do 

not fear me,” says the LORD Almighty. 

6 “I the LORD do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are 

not destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of your ancestors you have 

turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to 

me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD Almighty. 

“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’ 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING:  Philippians 1: 2-11  

L: A reading from chapter 1 of Philippians. 

2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers 

for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership 

in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, 

that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have 

you in my heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and 

confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 
8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of 

Christ Jesus. 

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more 

in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to 

discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of 

Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 

Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240) 

  

Light one candle to watch for Messiah 

Let the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel,  

God fulfills the promise. 
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GOSPEL:    Luke 3: 1-20  

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, chapter three. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius 

Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother 

Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of 

Abilene— 2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 

word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He 

went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book 

of the words of Isaiah the prophet: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

    make straight paths for him. 
5 Every valley shall be filled in, 

    every mountain and hill made low. 

The crooked roads shall become straight, 

    the rough ways smooth. 
6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’” 

7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 
8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say 

to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that 

out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 9 The 

ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not 

produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 

11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with 

the one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the 

same.” 

12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, 

“what should we do?” 

13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them. 

14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” 
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He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—

be content with your pay.” 

15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in 

their hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John 

answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is more 

powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not 

worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and 

to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with 

unquenchable fire.” 18 And with many other words John exhorted 

the people and proclaimed the good news to them. 

19 But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his 

marriage to Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all the other evil 

things he had done, 20 Herod added this to them all: He locked John 

up in prison. 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240) 

  

Light two candles to watch for Messiah; 

Let the light banish darkness. 

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,  

Gently lead them homeward. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan's Bank the Baptist’s Cry  

(ELW 249) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY Savior of the Nations, Come  

-- Douglas E. Wagner  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with 

words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we 

receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C: Amen. 

 

PREFACE 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Joseph and Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 



9 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
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but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

L: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C: Amen 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION SONG 

COMMUNION HYMN  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

(ELW 257) 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L: Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that 

day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to 

make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your 

name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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BLESSING 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG   Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW 264) 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE Toccata On "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"  

-- Matthew Mcconnell 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK  

Zephaniah 3:14-20, Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 7:18-35 

 

 

 

WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment. 
 

 

 

Attendance on Sunday, December 2, 2018 

8:15         59  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

10:45  52  310 West Main Street 

Kingz Kids   8  Saxonburg, PA 16056  

Nursery      5  724-352-2333 

Total  124  stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2018-12-16/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2018-12-16/0
mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net
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THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Megan Edder Rachel Steiner and 

Evan Weston 

ALTAR GUILD Shannon Miller and 

Ruth Richards 

Helen McLafferty 

BREAD BAKER Al Kobert  

ASSISTING 

MINISTER 

Cathy Boyd Jennifer Keller 

GREETERS Al Kobert and Linda 

Heade 

Bob and Nita King 

USHERS Kathy McRandal and 

Ruth Markwell 

John and Kelly Weston  

OFFERING 

COUNTERS 

Jeff Hartzell and Bill Gordon 

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Reverend  

Roger G. Keller 

Church 724-352-2333 

Cell 724-713-0549 

Home 724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, 

AiM 

Assoc. Min. of Pastoral 

Care & Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Jeremy Andrews Director of Discipleship 304-400-1053 

Shannon Miller Office Manager 724-352-2333 

Holly Puett Director of Music 724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Ellen Dodge Assistant Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall Sexton 724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Abby Fields Nursery 724-352-2333 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. Al rights reserved. 
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TODAY! 

4:00– 6:00 pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nativity Party 



14 

 

 

 

Caroling 

December 16th 

After late service 

 

As the angels sang that first Christmas, Christians have long 

celebrated and borne witness through song to the birth of our 

Savior Jesus Christ. Words in song stir the spirit of the person who 

sings as well as the one who receives the music. Through song and 

gift giving, hearts will be touched on December 16th when St. 

Luke’s members visit over 30 special people, friends and family. 

Come be part of a very special way to offer Christmas comfort and 

joy. Lunch will be served at 12 after late service. We will 

carpool and visit from 1 to 4. If not having lunch, come at 

12:45 for team assignments. 

 


