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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

724-352-2333 

Stlks.com 

 

Sunday, December 8, 2019  

Second Sunday of Advent 
8:15 am  

Communion 

 

PRELUDE Alleluia, Lord Most High! -- arr. Paul Taylor 

 
(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; but, after 

worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SOLO Lift Up Your Eyes  
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LITANY 
 

L:  During Advent, God’s promise illuminates a weary world. 

For any who have grown weary of waiting:  

C:   God speaks, “Peace, be still.” 

 

L:   For any who are anxious about the worries of tomorrow: 

C:   God speaks, “Peace, be still.” 

 

L:  For any whose lips have been silenced: 

C:   God speaks, “Peace, be still.” 

 

L: This morning we light two candles. The first candle 

reminds us in a dark and weary world, that our hope lies 

securely in the grace and truth of Jesus Christ.  The second 

candle radiates God’s perfect peace to calm our restless 

souls. As we continue our journey, let us be encouraged 

with hope, comforted with peace, and guided in truth. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
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GREETING 
 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

GATHERING HYMN  The King Shall Come (ELW 260) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your 

only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of 

repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:    Isaiah 11: 1-10 

L:  The first reading is from chapter 11 of Isaiah. 

 
1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 

    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— 

    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 

    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— 
3 and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. 

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 

    or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 

    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 

He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 

    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
5 Righteousness will be his belt 

    and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 
6 The wolf will live with the lamb, 

    the leopard will lie down with the goat, 

the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 

    and a little child will lead them. 
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7 The cow will feed with the bear, 

    their young will lie down together, 

    and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 

    and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 
9 They will neither harm nor destroy 

    on all my holy mountain, 

for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD 

    as the waters cover the sea. 
10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the 

peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be 

glorious. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PSALM 72 

L:  Let us read responsively Psalm 72. 

 
1 Endow the king with your justice, O God, 

    the royal son with your righteousness. 

2 May he judge your people in righteousness, 

    your afflicted ones with justice. 

3 May the mountains bring prosperity to the people, 

    the hills the fruit of righteousness. 

4 May he defend the afflicted among the people 

    and save the children of the needy; 

    may he crush the oppressor. 

5 May he endure as long as the sun, 

    as long as the moon, through all generations. 

6 May he be like rain falling on a mown field, 

    like showers watering the earth. 

7 In his days may the righteous flourish 

    and prosperity abound till the moon is no more. 
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SECOND READING:   Romans 15: 4-13  

L: The second reading is from chapter 15 of Romans. 

4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach 

us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the 

encouragement they provide we might have hope. 

5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you 

the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 
6 so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to 

bring praise to God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a 

servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises 

made to the patriarchs might be confirmed 9 and, moreover, that the 

Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; 

    I will sing the praises of your name.” 

10 Again, it says, 

“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” 

11 And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; 

    let all the peoples extol him.” 

12 And again, Isaiah says, 

“The Root of Jesse will spring up, 

    one who will arise to rule over the nations; 

    in him the Gentiles will hope.” 

13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust 

in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the 

Holy Spirit. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240) 
 

Light two candles to watch for Messiah 

let the light banish darkness. 

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 

gently lead them homeward. 
 

GOSPEL:   Matthew 3: 1-12 

L:     The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 3rd chapter. 

C:    Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of 

Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 

near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

    make straight paths for him.’” 

4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt 

around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went 

out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the 

Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the 

Jordan River. 

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to 

where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping 

with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We 

have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God 

can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of 

the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut 

down and thrown into the fire. 

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one 

who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing 

fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his 

wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

(ELW 249) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY  Lo, How a Rose -- arr. David Paxton 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits 

of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us 

patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the 

coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

PREFACE 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your 

people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 

also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the 

world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

L: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C: Amen 
 

COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS 

 

The Potter’s Hand 

Beautiful Lord, wonderful Savior,  

I know for sure all of my days are held in Your hand, 

crafted into Your perfect plan. 

I’m captured by Your holy calling,  

Set me apart I know You’re drawing 

Me to Yourself; Lead me, Lord, I pray. 

 

Take me, mold me, use me, fill me;  

I give my life to the Potter’s hand. 

Call me, guide me, lead me, walk beside me; 

I give my life to the Potter’s hand. 

 

You gently call me into Your presence guiding me by 

Your Holy Spirit, teach me, dear Lord, 

 to live all of my life thro’ Your eyes. 

 

I’m captured by Your holy calling,  

Set me apart I know You’re drawing 

Me to Yourself; Lead me, Lord, I pray. 
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Take me, mold me, use me, fill me;  

I give my life to the Potter’s hand. 

Call me, guide me, lead me, walk beside me; 

I give my life to the Potter’s hand. 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you. 

My heart is glad to say the words: you are holy, Lord. 

(repeat) 

 

Blessed Be Your Name 

Blessed be Your name in the land that is plentiful; 

Where the streams of abundance flow, blessed be Your name; 

Blessed be Your name when I’m found in the desert place, 

When I walk thro’ the wilderness, blessed be Your name. 

 

Ev’ry blessing You pour our I’ll turn back to praise; 

When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name; 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious name. 

 

Blessed be Your name when the sun’s shining down on me; 

When the world’s all as it should be, blessed be Your name; 

Blessed be Your name on the road marked with suffering; 

Tho’ there’s pain in the offering, blessed be Your name. 

 

Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll turn back to praise; 

When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name; 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious name. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L: Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste 

of that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. 

Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim 

the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG Hark, the Glad Sound! (ELW 239) 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  Festivity on "Here We Come A-Caroling"  

-- Douglas E. Wagner 

 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 

Third Sunday in Advent 

Is. 35:1–10, Psalm 146, James 5:7–11, Matt. 11:2–15 

 

 

 

WELCOME! 
We are so excited that you have joined us today.  You are important to our 

church family.  Please complete the connect card in the pew before you leave 

worship this day. If you need to speak with a pastor or pastoral leader, please 

call the church office at 724-352-2333. 
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THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Megan Edder Angelo Natili 

ALTAR GUILD Audrey Lott and 

Wendy Mendenhall 

Helen McLafferty 

and Jackie Bice 

LECTOR / ASST 

MINISTER 

Dave Fugate Cindy Bearrow 

GREETERS Ruth Richards and 

Kathy McRandal 

Dick and Sue Smith 

USHERS Dave and Judy 

Gundlach 

Carl Bracken and 

Gayle Gundlach 

OFFERING 

COUNTERS 

Jeff Hartzell and Bill Gordon 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Brian Shirey, 

Interim 

Office 

Cell 

724-352-2333 

412-916-0122 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of Pastoral 

Care & Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Shannon Miller Office Manager 724-352-2333 

Holly Puett Director of Music 724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Ellen Dodge Assistant Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall Sexton 724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 

Dori Shearer Nursery Assistant 724-352-2333 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Al rights reserved. 

 
 

 

Attendance on Sunday, December 1, 2019 

8:15         42  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

10:45  41  310 West Main Street 

King’s Kidz   4  Saxonburg, PA 16056  

Nursery      0  724-352-2333 

Total  87  stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net
mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net


14 

 

December Calendar  
 

1 1st Sunday of Advent   

2:00 pm Elmcroft Caroling Service  

 

8 2nd Sunday of Advent   

Glade Run Gifts Delivery   

Donut Sunday   

2:00 pm Orchard Caroling Service  

 

11  7:30 pm Comfort at Christmas Worship 

   (Church Sanctuary) 

 

13  Christmas Pageant   

6:00 pm Dinner (Centennial Hall) 

7:00 pm Pageant (Church Sanctuary) 

 

15 3rd Sunday of Advent   

Funday Sunday   

1:00 pm Christmas Caroling  

 

22 4th Sunday of Advent  

 

24  Christmas Eve Services   

4:00 pm – Children’s Service 

8:00 pm – Family Service 

10:00 pm – Traditional Service 

 

29 First Sunday of Christmas Hymn Sing  

 

 
 


