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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

724-352-2333 

Stlks.com 

 

Sunday, December 22, 2019  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:15 am  

Communion 

 

PRELUDE Savior of the Nations, Come -- Douglas E. Wagner 

 
(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; but, after 

worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SOLO Lift Up Your Eyes  
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LITANY 
 

L: During Advent, we remember the light that shines in the 

darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. 

C: Sorrow may last for the night, but joy comes in the morning. 

 

L: For all who face the sting of loss, God’s Word speaks: 

C: Sorrow may last for the night, but joy comes in the morning. 

 

L: For all who wrestle with the unknown of tomorrow, God’s Word 

speaks: 

C: Sorrow may last for the night, but joy comes in the morning. 

 

L: For all who battle the questions that arise in the silence, God’s 

Word speaks: 

C: Sorrow may last for the night, but joy comes in the morning. 

 

L: This morning we light four candles.  When the darkness of life 

feels overwhelming, the first candle ignites our hope in God’s 

unfailing truth.  When the chaos of life seems all-consuming, the 

light of the second candle reveals the Prince of Peace.  When 

humanity responds with senseless acts and hurtful words, the 

light of the third candle radiates God’s command to love as we 

have been loved.  The fourth candle reminds us that no matter 

what our circumstance, there is joy in the coming Christ who 

opens our eyes to the everlasting light. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
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GREETING 
 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

GATHERING HYMN  O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

(ELW 257) 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your 

abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders 

our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for 

you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING:    Isaiah 7: 10-17 

L:  The first reading is from chapter 7 of Isaiah. 

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask the LORD your God for a 

sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.” 

12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the 

test.” 

13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not 

enough to try the patience of humans? Will you try the patience of 

my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: 

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him 

Immanuel.15 He will be eating curds and honey when he knows 

enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, 16 for before the 

boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the 

land of the two kings you dread will be laid waste. 17 The LORD 

will bring on you and on your people and on the house of your 

father a time unlike any since Ephraim broke away from Judah—

he will bring the king of Assyria.” 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 24 

L:  Let us read responsively Psalm 24. 

 
1 The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, 

    the world, and all who live in it; 

2 for he founded it on the seas 

    and established it on the waters. 

3 Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD? 

    Who may stand in his holy place? 

4 The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

    who does not trust in an idol or swear by a false god. 

5 They will receive blessing from the LORD 

    and vindication from God their Savior. 

6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, 

    who seek your face, God of Jacob. 

7 Lift up your heads, you gates; 

    be lifted up, you ancient doors, 

    that the King of glory may come in. 

8 Who is this King of glory? 

    The LORD strong and mighty, 

    the LORD mighty in battle. 

9 Lift up your heads, you gates; 

    lift them up, you ancient doors, 

    that the King of glory may come in. 

10 Who is he, this King of glory? 

    The LORD Almighty— 

    he is the King of glory. 
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SECOND READING:   Romans 1:1-7  

L: The second reading is from chapter 1 of Romans. 

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set 

apart for the gospel of God— 2 the gospel he promised beforehand 

through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his Son, 

who as to his earthly life was a descendant of David, 4 and who 

through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in 

power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 
5 Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the 

Gentiles to the obedience that comes from[c] faith for his name’s 

sake. 6 And you also are among those Gentiles who are called to 

belong to Jesus Christ. 

7 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy 

people: 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240) 
 

Light four candles to watch for Messiah 

let the light banish darkness. 

He is coming, tell the glad tidings. 

Let your lights be shining. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom.+1%3A1%E2%80%937&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27936c
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GOSPEL:   Matthew 1: 18-25 

L:     The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 1st chapter. 

C:    Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His 

mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they 

came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy 

Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and 

yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to 

divorce her quietly. 

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared 

to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid 

to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her 

is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are 

to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from 

their sins.” 

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 

prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and 

they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 

commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not 

consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 

gave him the name Jesus. 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   O Little Town of Bethlehem  

(ELW 279) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY Come, God, Be with Us -- Ben Logan 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits 

of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us 

patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the 

coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

PREFACE 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your 

people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 

also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the 

world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

L: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C: Amen 
 

 

COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS 

You Are My All in All 

You are my strength when I am weak;  

You are the treasure that I seek. 

You are my all in all. 

Seeking You as a precious jewel; 

Lord, to give up, I’d be a fool. 

You are my all in all. 

 

Jesus Lamb of God, Worthy is Your name. 

Jesus Lamb of God, Worthy is Your name. 

 

Taking my sin, my cross, my shame; 

Rising again, I bless Your name. 

You are my all in all. 

When I fall down You pick me up; 

When I am dry you fill my cup. 

You are my all in all. 

 

Jesus Lamb of God, Worthy is Your name. 

Jesus Lamb of God, Worthy is Your name. 
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Alleluia 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

He’s my Savior, Alleluia, He’s my Savior, Alleluia, 

He’s my Savior, Alleluia, He’s my Savior, Alleluia, 

 

He is worthy, Alleluia, He is worthy, Alleluia, 

He is worthy, Alleluia, He is worthy, Alleluia. 

 

I will praise Him, Alleluia,  I will praise Him, Alleluia, 

I will praise Him, Alleluia,  I will praise Him, Alleluia.  

 

Awesome God 

Our God is an awesome God;  

He reigns from heaven above with wisdom, pow’r and love.   

Our God is an awesome God! (repeat) 

 

Our God is an awesome God!  

Our God is an awesome God!  

Our God is an awesome God!  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L: Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste 

of that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. 

Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim 

the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG Joy to the World (ELW 267) 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  Joy to the World -- Dan Forrest 

 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 

First S. after Christmas 

Is. 63:7–14, Psalm 111, Gal. 4:4–7, Matt. 2:13–23 

 

 

 

WELCOME! 
We are so excited that you have joined us today.  You are important to our 

church family.  Please complete the connect card in the pew before you leave 

worship this day. If you need to speak with a pastor or pastoral leader, please 

call the church office at 724-352-2333. 
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THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Alex Olczak Garrett Weston 

ALTAR GUILD Audrey Lott and 

Wendy Mendenhall 

Helen McLafferty 

and Jackie Bice 

LECTOR / ASST 

MINISTER 

Amy Montag-Smith Doris Herceg 

GREETERS Lil Bachman and 

Velma Boltz 

Gayle Gundlach 

and Cindy Bearrow 

USHERS Judy Franke and 

Neal Hay 

John Weston 

OFFERING 

COUNTERS 

Donna Shipe and Dave Fugate 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Brian Shirey, 

Interim 

Office 

Cell 

724-352-2333 

412-916-0122 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of Pastoral 

Care & Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Shannon Miller Office Manager 724-352-2333 

Holly Puett Director of Music 724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Ellen Dodge Assistant Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall Sexton 724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 

Dori Shearer Nursery Assistant 724-352-2333 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Al rights reserved. 

 
 

 

Attendance on Sunday, December 15, 2019 

8:15         50  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

10:45  45  310 West Main Street 

Nursery      0  Saxonburg, PA 16056  

    724-352-2333 

Total  95  stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net
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Worship Times: 
 

4:00 pm – Children’s Service 
8:00 pm – Family Service 

10:00 pm – Traditional Service 
 
 


