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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

724-352-2333 

Stlks.com 

 

Sunday, December 16, 2018  

Third Sunday of Advent  
8:15 am 

 

PRELUDE He Shall Feed His Flock – G. F. Handel 

  

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

SOLO  Lift Up Your Eyes  
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LITANY 

L: During Advent, we remember the light that shines in the 

darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. 

C:  Sorrow may last for the night, but joy comes in the 

morning. 
 

L:  For all who face the sting of loss, God’s Word speaks: 

C:  Sorrow may last for the night, but joy comes in the 

morning. 
 

L: For all who wrestle with the unknown of tomorrow, God’s 

Word speaks: 

C:  Sorrow may last for the night, but joy comes in the 

morning. 
 

L: For all who battle the questions that arise in the silence, God’s 

Word speaks: 

C:  Sorrow may last for the night, but joy comes in the 

morning. 
 

L: This morning we light three candles.  When the darkness of 

life feels overwhelming, the first candle ignites our hope in God’s 

unfailing truth.  When the chaos of life seems all-consuming, the 

light of the second candle reveals the Prince of Peace.  The third 

candle reminds us that no matter what our circumstance, there is 

joy in the coming of Christ who opens our eyes to the everlasting 

light. 
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GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING SONG   

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn (ELW 242) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

C: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and 

open our ears to the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your 

salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:    Zephaniah 3: 14-20  

L: A reading from chapter 3 of the book of Zephaniah. 
 
14 Sing, Daughter Zion; 

    shout aloud, Israel! 

Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 

    Daughter Jerusalem! 
15 The LORD has taken away your punishment, 

    he has turned back your enemy. 

The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; 

    never again will you fear any harm. 
16 On that day 

    they will say to Jerusalem, 

“Do not fear, Zion; 

    do not let your hands hang limp. 
17 The LORD your God is with you, 

    the Mighty Warrior who saves. 

He will take great delight in you; 

    in his love he will no longer rebuke you, 

    but will rejoice over you with singing.” 
18 “I will remove from you 

    all who mourn over the loss of your appointed festivals, 
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    which is a burden and reproach for you. 
19 At that time I will deal 

    with all who oppressed you. 

I will rescue the lame; 

    I will gather the exiles. 

I will give them praise and honor 

    in every land where they have suffered shame. 
20 At that time I will gather you; 

    at that time I will bring you home. 

I will give you honor and praise 

    among all the peoples of the earth 

when I restore your fortunes[a] 

    before your very eyes,” 

says the LORD. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING:   Philippians 4: 4-7  

L: A reading from chapter 4 of Philippians. 
 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your 

gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious 

about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of 

God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240) 

 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah 

Let the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel,  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zephaniah+3%3A+14-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22841a
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God fulfills the promise. 

Light two candles to watch for Messiah; 

Let the light banish darkness. 

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,  

Gently lead them homeward. 

 

GOSPEL:   Luke 7: 18-35  

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, chapter seven. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
18 John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of 

them, 19 he sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to 

come, or should we expect someone else?” 

20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us 

to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or should we 

expect someone else?’” 

21 At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses 

and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. 22 So he 

replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to John what you 

have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those 

who have leprosy[a] are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 

and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 23 Blessed is anyone 

who does not stumble on account of me.” 

24 After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd 

about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A 

reed swayed by the wind? 25 If not, what did you go out to see? A 

man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear expensive clothes 

and indulge in luxury are in palaces. 26 But what did you go out to 

see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27 This is 

the one about whom it is written: 

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way before you.’ 

28 I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater 

than John; yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is 

greater than he.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+7%3A+18-35&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25218a
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29 (All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus’ 

words, acknowledged that God’s way was right, because they had 

been baptized by John. 30 But the Pharisees and the experts in the 

law rejected God’s purpose for themselves, because they had not 

been baptized by John.) 

31 Jesus went on to say, “To what, then, can I compare the people 

of this generation? What are they like? 32 They are like children 

sitting in the marketplace and calling out to each other: 

“‘We played the pipe for you, 

    and you did not dance; 

we sang a dirge, 

    and you did not cry.’ 

 
33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking 

wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34 The Son of Man came 

eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Here is a glutton and a 

drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ 35 But wisdom is 

proved right by all her children.” 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240) 

 

Light three candles to watch for Messiah;  

Let the light banish darkness. 

Lift your heads and lift high the gateway  

For the King of glory. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came (ELW 265) 

 

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD 

 

OFFERING 
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OFFERTORY Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 – Michael Praetorius 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

C: God of abundance, we bring before you the precious 

fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us 

patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the 

coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG  Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (ELW 244) 
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DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers         arr.  EED 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK  

(Micah 5:2-5a, Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1:39-55) 

 

 

WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment. 

 
THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 

 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Krystle Ekas and 

Alex Kadunce 

Evan Weston and  

Eli Keller 

ALTAR GUILD Shannon Miller and 

Ruth Richards 

Helen McLafferty 

BREAD BAKER  Al Kobert 

ASSISTING 

MINISTER 

Carl Smith Jamie Drennen 

GREETERS Erika Schuelke Carl and Grace 

Bracken 

USHERS Dave and Judy 

Gundlach 

Jason Fox and  

George Reuning 

OFFERING 

COUNTERS 

Donna Shipe and Dave Fugate 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Reverend  

Roger G. Keller 

Church 724-352-2333 

Cell 724-713-0549 

Home 724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, 

AiM 

Assoc. Min. of 

Pastoral Care & 

Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Jeremy Andrews Director of 

Discipleship 

304-400-1053 

Shannon Miller Office Manager 724-352-2333 

Holly Puett Director of Music 724-352-2333 

Cortney 

Christoforetti 

Organist 724-352-2333 

Ellen Dodge Assistant Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall 

Sexton 

724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Abby Fields Nursery 724-352-2333 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. Al rights reserved. 

 
Attendance on Sunday, December 9, 2018 

8:15         32  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

10:45  43  310 West Main Street 

Kingz Kids   4  Saxonburg, PA 16056  

Nursery      4  724-352-2333 

Total  83  stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

 

mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net
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4:00   Children’s Service 
8:00   Praise Service 
10:00  Traditional Service 
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There is still room for more carolers!  Come to 
Centennial Hall after services today for some 

lunch and join the carolers! 
 

Lunch 12:00 
Caroling 1-4 


