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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

724-352-2333 

Stlks.com 

 

Sunday, December 15, 2019  

Third Sunday of Advent 
10:45 am  

Communion 

 

PRELUDE Reflection on an Ancient Plainsong  

-- arr. Michael Ryan 

 
(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; but, after 

worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

SOLO Lift Up Your Eyes  
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LITANY 
 

L: In a world torn asunder by violence, Jesus says, “No more.” 

C: “As it is written, a new command I give, ‘Love one another 

as I have loved you’.” 

 

L: In a world where hurting people are too often neglected, Jesus 

says, “No more.” 

C: “As it is written, a new command I give, ‘Love one another 

as I have loved you’.” 

 

L:  In a world where another’s needs are too often overlooked, 

Jesus says, “No more.” 

C:   “As it is written, a new command I give, ‘Love one another 

as I have loved you’.” 

 

L: This morning we light three candles.  In a world where darkness 

abounds, the light of the first candle radiates the hope of God’s 

unfailing promise.  As we light the second candle, we long for 

God’s perfect peace to calm our souls and end our wars.  As we 

light the third candle, we seek to share with others the love God 

has shown us through the gift of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
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GREETING  

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN  Prepare the Royal Highway 

(ELW 264) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and 

strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by 

grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

 

FIRST READING:    Isaiah 35: 1-10 

L:  The first reading is from chapter 35 of Isaiah. 

 
1 The desert and the parched land will be glad; 

    the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. 

Like the crocus, 2 it will burst into bloom; 

    it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. 

The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, 

    the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; 

they will see the glory of the LORD, 

    the splendor of our God. 

3 Strengthen the feeble hands, 

    steady the knees that give way; 
4 say to those with fearful hearts, 

    “Be strong, do not fear; 

your God will come, 

    he will come with vengeance; 

with divine retribution 

    he will come to save you.” 
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5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened 

    and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
6 Then will the lame leap like a deer, 

    and the mute tongue shout for joy. 

Water will gush forth in the wilderness 

    and streams in the desert. 
7 The burning sand will become a pool, 

    the thirsty ground bubbling springs. 

In the haunts where jackals once lay, 

    grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 

8 And a highway will be there; 

    it will be called the Way of Holiness; 

    it will be for those who walk on that Way. 

The unclean will not journey on it; 

    wicked fools will not go about on it. 
9 No lion will be there, 

    nor any ravenous beast; 

    they will not be found there. 

But only the redeemed will walk there, 
10     and those the LORD has rescued will return. 

They will enter Zion with singing; 

    everlasting joy will crown their heads. 

Gladness and joy will overtake them, 

    and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 146 

L:  Let us read responsively Psalm 146. 

 
1 Praise the LORD. 

Praise the LORD, my soul. 

2 I will praise the LORD all my life; 

    I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 

3 Do not put your trust in princes, 

    in human beings, who cannot save. 

4 When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; 

    on that very day their plans come to nothing. 

5 Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 

    whose hope is in the LORD their God. 

6 He is the Maker of heaven and earth, 

    the sea, and everything in them— 

    he remains faithful forever. 

7 He upholds the cause of the oppressed 

    and gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets prisoners free, 

8     the LORD gives sight to the blind, 

the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down, 

    the LORD loves the righteous. 

9 The LORD watches over the foreigner 

    and sustains the fatherless and the widow, 

    but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. 

10 The LORD reigns forever, 

    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the LORD. 
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SECOND READING:   James 5: 7-11  

L: The second reading is from chapter 5 of the book of James. 

7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See 

how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, 

patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be 

patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t 

grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be 

judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 

10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of 

suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
11 As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. 

You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord 

finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240) 

 

Light three candles to watch for Messiah 

Let the light banish darkness. 

Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 

For the King of glory! 
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GOSPEL:   Matthew 11: 2-15 

L:      The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew,  

the 11th chapter. 

C:     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
2 When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the 

Messiah, he sent his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the one who is 

to come, or should we expect someone else?” 

4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 
5 The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy 

are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news 

is proclaimed to the poor. 6 Blessed is anyone who does not 

stumble on account of me.” 

7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the 

crowd about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to 

see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to 

see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine 

clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9 Then what did you go out to see? A 

prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one 

about whom it is written: 

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen 

anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the 

Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been subjected to 

violence, and violent people have been raiding it. 13 For all the 

Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14 And if you are 

willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. 15 Whoever 

has ears, let them hear. 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
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KING'S KIDZ  
(Children ages 5 to 4th grade – enjoy hearing the daily lesson in “kid’s terms.”) 
 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Comfort, Comfort Now My People 

(ELW 256) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus -- Lau 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits 

of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us 

patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the 

coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

PREFACE 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



9 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your 

people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 

also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the 

world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news 

 to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
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Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P:  Lord remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

L: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C: Amen 
 

 

COMMUNION 
 

COMMUNION SONG 

 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS   

 One Bread One Body (ELW 496) 

I am the Bread of Life (ELW 485) 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L: Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste 

of that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. 

Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim 

the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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BLESSING 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG People, Look East  (ELW 248) 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  People, Look East -- arr. Stephen L. Aber 

 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Is. 7:10–17, Psalm 24, Rom. 1:1–7, Matt. 1:18–25 

 

 

 

WELCOME! 
We are so excited that you have joined us today.  You are important to our 

church family.  Please complete the connect card in the pew before you leave 

worship this day. If you need to speak with a pastor or pastoral leader, please 

call the church office at 724-352-2333. 
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THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Kelsey Miller Alex Kadunce 

ALTAR GUILD Audrey Lott and 

Wendy Mendenhall 

Helen McLafferty 

and Jackie Bice 

LECTOR / ASST 

MINISTER 

Peggy Crawford Kelly Weston 

GREETERS Beryl Mottern and 

Ruth Markwell 

Judy Franke and 

Cindy Wills 

USHERS Kathy McRandal 

and Jeff Markwell 

Bill Gordon 

OFFERING 

COUNTERS 

Jackie Bice and Bob Bicker 

 
 
 

Attendance on Sunday, December 8, 2019 

8:15         58  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

10:45  54  310 West Main Street 

King’s Kidz   3  Saxonburg, PA 16056  

Nursery      0  724-352-2333 

Total  115  stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

 

Sunday school:  31 
 

mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net
mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net
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CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Brian Shirey, 

Interim 

Office 

Cell 

724-352-2333 

412-916-0122 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of Pastoral 

Care & Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Shannon Miller Office Manager 724-352-2333 

Holly Puett Director of Music 724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Ellen Dodge Assistant Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall Sexton 724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 

Dori Shearer Nursery Assistant 724-352-2333 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Al rights reserved. 
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Worship Times: 
 

4:00 pm – Children’s Service 
8:00 pm – Family Service 

10:00 pm – Traditional Service 
 
 


