
 
 

What a wonderful poem (and song) we have in 
Psalm 98. Many of the psalms are laments or 

cries for help in troubled times.  Some are pleas 
for justice or mercy.  Psalm 98 is simply a joyful 

expression of PRAISE to God.  “Sing to 
the LORD a new song, for he has done 

marvelous things…”  We cannot help but feel 
the joy of something that is so great that 

mountains sing in chorus and rivers break out in 
applause!  And we are invited to join in the 

revelry. 

So, what is the cause of all the praise and joy?  

In the first verse of Psalm 98 we find the answer:  
salvation.  That word is used three times in the 

first three verses:  

 “His right hand and his holy arm have 
worked salvation for him.” 

 
 “The LORD has made his salvation known 

and revealed his righteousness to the nations.” 

 
 “…all the ends of the earth have seen the 

salvation of our God.” 

This song is a celebration of salvation.  Not just 
for God’s chosen people, the Jews, but salvation 

is available to everyone. 
 

Psalm 98 contains a special promise.  “He will 
judge the world in righteousness and the 

peoples with equity.”  Notice that it does not 

say that God will judge us according to our 
righteousness, but that He will judge in His 

righteousness. And what is God’s righteousness?  
It is visible in and completed through the 

crucifixion of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Our own 
righteousness would never come close to being 

acceptable to God.  But Jesus was and is the sign of that righteousness!  That’s the new 
song!  When I was baptized into Christ, Jesus took my sin and gave me His righteousness.  

We need no longer fear judgment, even though we know what we deserve.  In Christ’s 
victory, we are made free to celebrate that victory and share it with others. 

Psalm:  Psalm 98 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, 

    for he has done marvelous things; 

his right hand and his holy arm 

    have worked salvation for him. 

2 The LORD has made his salvation known 

    and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 

3 He has remembered his love 

    and his faithfulness to Israel; 

all the ends of the earth have seen 

    the salvation of our God. 

4 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, 

    burst into jubilant song with music; 

5 make music to the LORD with the harp, 

    with the harp and the sound of singing, 

6 with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn— 

    shout for joy before the LORD, the King. 

7 Let the sea resound, and everything in it, 

    the world, and all who live in it. 

8 Let the rivers clap their hands, 

    let the mountains sing together for joy; 

9 let them sing before the LORD, 

    for he comes to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world in righteousness 

    and the peoples with equity. 



 
 

That is why, in spite of inconvenience and uncertainty, we gather together.  With the 
mountains singing, the seas resounding and the rivers clapping, how can we remain silent?  

We want to join with all creation and “shout for joy!”  Of course, as proper Lutherans we 
may not shout very loudly; but our hearts join in the song of all creation with all the joy 

we have in Christ—so beautifully rendered in the words of Psalm 98. 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Brian Shirey 

 

 
Post Scripts: 

† Our lessons for this Sunday, August 9, the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, are: 

First Lesson: Job 38:4-18  

Psalm 18 

Second Lesson: Romans 10:5-17 

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33 

† Daily we hear of events being cancelled.  This week is our North American Lutheran 

Church’s annual convocation.  It was to be held here in Pittsburgh. Instead, it will 

be on line and virtual.  How naïve we were five months ago when we expected 

everything to be back to normal by now.  And so, we continue to do the best we can 

in this difficult time.  But, as I said last week, we have each other.  While we all may 

not be able to attend worship, we can be united in love and purpose.  While we may 

not be able to hug one another, we can still rejoice that we are St. Luke’s Church.  

If you have a church directory at home, pause sometime this week to look it over.  

See if there isn’t someone for whom you are inspired to write a kind thought and 

say a little prayer. 


