
 
 

This Psalm came to mind as I thought 
about beginning to worship together 

again as a congregation this coming 
Sunday.  We will be worshipping in 

Centennial Hall for a while to allow for 
better ‘social distincing’, but we will be 

worshipping together.  I’m sure some of 
you are a little disappointed we are not in 

our beautiful sanctuary.  I am myself.  
But after more than two months apart, it 

is a homecoming and I’m elated.  So, I 
looked for a Psalm that touched on that 

homecoming theme.   

The temple in Jerusalem had not yet been 

built in King David’s day.  The king was 
content to live according to God’s timeline 

and that timeline called for the temple to 
be built by David’s son and successor, 

Solomon.  They were still using the 
Tabernacle—an elaborate tent—to house 

the Ark of the Covenant.  But it was in 
Jerusalem—the city of David.  To this day, 

3000 years later, it is the holiest location 
on earth for Jews and Christians and is 

the second-holiest place on earth for 

Muslims.   

So, it is hardly surprising if in Psalm 122, David seems to speak of Jerusalem, not as a 
particular building, but as the House of the Lord our God.  Jesus, himself, used “House of 

the Lord,” imagery in Jerusalem.  Remember the story of when Jesus was a boy and 
travelled to Jerusalem with his parents and extended family but didn’t leave when they 

did?  It is in Luke 2:41-51.  It took three days to find Jesus.  They probably looked at 
places where kids liked to hang out.  When my kids were young it was often video arcades, 

but I have no idea where kids would have liked to hang out in the 1st century (or for that 
matter, the 21st century.)  Finally, they looked in the Temple and there He was!  And 

what did Jesus say?  “Why were you looking for me?  Did you not know that I must be in 

my Father’s house?”   

Today, we often use ‘house of God’ language to speak about our church buildings.  Indeed, 
it is appropriate as Godly things happen there.  But walls and windows do not make the 

house of God.  They simply contain it.  The true house of God is what the Apostles’ Creed 
calls the “communion of Saints.”  I’m not talking here about Holy Communion although 

Psalm 122. Of David. 

I was glad when they said to me, 

    “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 
2 Our feet have been standing 

    within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
3 Jerusalem—built as a city 

    that is bound firmly together, 
4 to which the tribes go up, 

    the tribes of the LORD, 

as was decreed for[a] Israel, 

    to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 
5 There thrones for judgment were set, 

    the thrones of the house of David. 
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 

    “May they be secure who love you! 
7 Peace be within your walls 

    and security within your towers!” 
8 For my brothers and companions' sake 

    I will say, “Peace be within you!” 
9 For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, 

    I will seek your good. 
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that’s an activity that takes place in the house of God.  I am talking about the assembly 
of the faithful.  Together we are the House of God.  St. Peter puts it beautifully in his first 

Letter to the Church.  “As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight 
of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a 

spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture:  “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a 

cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”  
(1 Peter 2:4-6) 

As we gather again as St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, let’s be glad to be home, but let’s 

remember that it is you and I—not the building that is the Church, the house of God.  After 

the last few months things will probably never be exactly the same.  Let’s look ahead to 
the joys, and the challenges, of being who we are.  Gathered around God’s Word in and 

through Jesus Christ and the sacraments that Christ gave us, we are the house of God.  I 
look forward to seeing you soon. 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Brian Shirey 

 

Post Scripts: 
† Our lessons for this Sunday, June 7, which we dedicate to the Holy Trinity, are: 

First Lesson: Genesis 1:1—2:4a  

Psalm: 8 

Second Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 22-36 

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20 

† Even though we are gathering for worship again at our own facility that does not necessarily 

mean that we can completely guarantee safety from infection or that everybody should 

attend.  I’m sure that our Lord wants you to continue to use prudence and caution.  Let’s 

err on the side of caution.  If you are not feeling well or have been around anyone at risk 

for Covid-19 you should wait awhile before coming back.  If you have any factors that might 

make you more vulnerable to getting or would have more difficulty recovering from the 

virus, you should wait a while before coming back.   

† Keep praying for one another and pray for our President, Governor and other leaders.  And 

trust in our strong Fortress to get us through the remainder of this crisis. 


