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Every so often as we look through our photo album—whether it be old printed pictures in 

a paper album or digital photos on a smart phone or computer—we come to a couple of 

different pictures that belong together.  This week our lesson from the book of Acts 

provides us with such a couple of photos.  In our reading, we are only looking at two 

snapshots in a sequence.  If you would like to see more of the sequence, and imagine 

further snapshots, you could read all of chapters 6 and 7 of the book of Acts.  It would be 

a long reading; far too long for a typical Sunday morning service.  So, the engineers of 

our Lectionary system of readings left a lot of it out.  In our reading today we find only a 

couple of snapshots.  So, I have divided the lesson into two parts and will talk about both.   

In our first photo, we see some new faces.  They may have been in the background of 

some of the snapshots that we have already looked at, but we see them more clearly and 

prominently in our first photo today.  There are seven faces in our snapshot.  Some of 

their names are familiar to us; some are strange.  They are Stephen (a man full of faith 

and of the Holy Spirit), Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus.  They 

have just been called to a very special ministry.  As we have seen in some of our other 

meditations from Acts, the Church has been growing.  In a short period of time, it has 

Acts 6:1-9 

1Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the 
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily 
distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not 

right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, 
pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom 
we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of 

the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a 
man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, 

and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they set before the apostles, 
and they prayed and laid their hands on them. 

7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied 

greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 

8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and signs 
among the people. 9 Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the 
Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of 

Cilicia and Asia—who began to argue with Stephen.  
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increased by thousands!  There are places in the world where that is still happening today.  

Don’t you wish western Pennsylvania was one of these places?  I do. 

With larger numbers increases the responsibility for more practical, administrative duties.  

The Apostles, who were the authorities and leadership in the very early Church, couldn’t 

keep up, nor did God intend them to.  In 1 Corinthians 12:27-28, St. Paul would later 

write:  “27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has 

appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, 

then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues.”  The calling 

of the Apostles was to proclaim, teach, and protect the Gospel.  This is the paramount 

calling of the Church.  But the devil often tries to distract us from our callings by bogging 

us down with other good and important things.  So the Apostles started depending upon 

other ministers, called deacons, to care for the good and important things that the devil 

was using to distract the Apostles.   

Sometimes it’s easy to dismiss the structure and organization of St. Luke’s, or any 

congregation, as just so much human-designed rigmarole.  But it is not.  It’s not human-

designed, it’s God-appointed and Holy Spirit driven, if it is done right.  And it’s not 

rigmarole.  God designed the church not to be a club for individuals, but a body of many 

divergent parts.  Again, St. Paul in verse 18:  “But as it is, God arranged the members in 

the body, each one of them, as he chose.” and in verse 26:  “If one member suffers, all 

suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.” 

This snapshot is a happy picture of the Church: energized by the Holy Spirit and striving 

to serve in love and harmony.  The next snapshot is a bit more ominous.   

From its beginning, the Church understood that it would face opposition to the faith it 

proclaimed.  Again, this faith was not invented or generated by the Church, but given by 

the Holy Spirit.  As Martin Luther wrote in his small catechism, “[The Holy Spirit] calls, 

gathers, enlightens and makes holy the whole Christian church on earth and keeps it with 

Jesus Christ in the one common, true faith.”  The devil will try and keep trying to rip 

people away from that true faith.  In this snapshot, the target is Stephen, the deacon.  As 

he lived out and proclaimed the faith that motivated his service, he faced a lot of 

opposition from those who didn’t want that faith acknowledged, let alone proclaimed.  

Incidentally, the snapshot contains one face in the background who wanted to silence 

Stephen, who would encounter Jesus himself and become the Apostle Paul.   

In our snapshot, tempers boiled until mob action took over.  Dragging Stephen outside 

the city gates, they threw stones at him until he was dead.  This was a vigilante act and 

was decidedly illegal, in that it denied Jewish due process and broke Roman law.  Those 
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who thought they were protecting the law were, in fact, finding themselves opposed to 

the God they claimed to be defending.  But it is Stephen’s faithfulness and love which our 

snapshot shows.  His last words were words of forgiveness and committal.  And there is 

not a day that goes by when I should not imitate Stephen in forgiving those who wrong 

me and committing my spirit to Jesus.  I guess this is a pretty important snapshot.  Let it 

inspire us to serve in spite of any hardship or opposition—even the coronavirus. 

 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Brian Shirey 
 

 

Post Scripts: 

† Our lessons for Sunday, May 17 are: 

First Lesson: Acts 17:16-31  

Psalm: Psalm 66:8-20 

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 3:13-22 

John 14:15-21  

† Thanks to all who have been tuning into the live-streaming of Sunday Worship at 10:10 

am.  Pastor Shawn Smith is preaching on May 10 and I will be preaching on May 17, so 

connect on up.  It’s great to know that people have been tuning in.  And thanks to Pastor 

Shawn Smith and the good folks of St. Paul’s for sharing their service time and their 

expertise with us. The service is also available for viewing later. 

† It is my understanding that our live-streaming will be directly on St. Paul’s website rather 

than a Facebook page.  I am not sure I know what that means but you can get the service 

on www.stpaulssarver.com.   

† Keep praying for one another and pray for our President, Governor and other leaders 

especially as we begin to reopen our economy and our lives.  Pray for health care workers 

and others on the front line of this contagion.  And prayer for our farmers and food 

processors who keep us fed. 

 

http://www.stpaulssarver.com/

