
 
 

You will soon be getting a letter from 
me talking about our return to worship 

services at St. Luke’s.  This is planned 
to take place in Centennial Hall on 
June 7th.  That is the day we call The 

Holy Trinity.  On that day, we 
contemplate the amazing mystery of 

the fullness of God:  Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.  Psalm 8 will be our Psalm 

that day so I probably should have 
saved it for next week’s website 

article, but I just wanted to do it 
today.  Why today?  Well, today at 

4:30 pm we hope to watch two 
American Astronauts launch into 

space.  That hasn’t happened in a long 
time—almost a decade.  I’m sure we 

all wish them a safe and productive 
journey.   

Unlike other American astronauts in 

the past, these are not working for the 
federal government but for private 

industry.  That may not seem to be a 
very important distinction, but it shows 
a difference in the way we look at 

space.  It is becoming part of our 
earthly work environment.  Space is 

becoming part of our world instead of 
being out of our world.   

It is great to broaden our horizons.  
But we must not let broadened 

horizons narrow our focus.  As spectacular as space exploration is, it is only scratching the 

surface of God’s amazing creation.  This was evident to men and women 3000 years ago to 
any who would just look up.  Look at Psalm 8.  It begins and ends with a shout of 

proclamation:  “O LORD, OUR LORD, HOW MAJESTIC IS YOUR NAME IN ALL THE EARTH!”  
But “all the earth” wasn’t limited to the ground under their feet because this shout of praise 

continues:  “YOU HAVE SET YOUR GLORY ABOVE THE HEAVENS.” 

I am looking forward to the pictures that these astronauts will be sending back.  I was in 
elementry school when Alan Shepherd and John Glenn maded their history-making flights.  I 

was in high school when Neal Armstrong walked on the surface of the moon.  It was 
exciting, but the pictures weren’t so hot.  Today, we are getting pictures from other planets 

Psalm 8  

1 O LORD, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 

2     Out of the mouth of babies and infants, 
you have established strength because of your 
foes, 

    to still the enemy and the avenger. 

3 When I look at your heavens, the work of 
your fingers, 

    the moon and the stars, which you have set in 
place, 

4 what is man that you are mindful of him, 
    and the son of man that you care for him? 

5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the 
heavenly beings 
    and crowned him with glory and honor. 

6 You have given him dominion over the works of 

your hands; 
    you have put all things under his feet, 

7 all sheep and oxen, 

    and also the beasts of the field, 

8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 
    whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

9 O LORD, our Lord, 

    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 



 
 

and deep space that are just amazing.  But the Psalms also give us some pretty amazing 
pictures to consider.   

1. It shows us how amazingly huge God’s creation is.  Look at David’s words in verses 3 

and 4:  “When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the 
stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the 

son of man that you care for him?”   
2. God is greater than His Creation.  It boggles the mind to consider the greatness of 

God.  In another psalm, Psalm 139:7-10, David tells us of God’s greatness:  “Where 
shall I go from your Spirit?   Or where shall I flee from your presence?   If I ascend to 
heaven, you are there!  If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!   If I take the wings 

of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there your hand 
shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me.” 

3. And, it shows the greatness of God’s love for you and me.  That amazes me.  The God 
that made everything, the God who is everywhere, is with me.  Through the Holy 

Spirit that God is in my heart—closer to me than my own skin.  Our psalm today tells 
us in verses 4-6:  “…what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that 

you care for him?  Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glory and honor.  You have given him dominion over the works of 

your hands; you have put all things under his feet…” 
 

In the end stages (I hope) of the COVID-19 crisis, let today’s space shot remind you that 
our God, and the love and care our God has for us is far bigger than all creation. 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Brian Shirey 

Post Scripts: 
† Since I am writing this before the space shot actually takes off, there is a chance it might be 

cancelled.  If it is do me a favor and pretend it took off when you read my message. 

† Our lessons for Sunday, May 31, which is the Day of Pentecost, are: 

First Lesson: Numbers 11:24-30  

Psalm: 25:1-15 

Second Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 22-36 

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20 

† Thanks to all who have been tuning in to the live-streaming of Sunday Worship at 10:10 am.  I am 

preaching this week (May 31) so connect on up.  And thanks to Pastor Shawn Smith and the good 

folks of St. Paul’s for sharing their service time and their expertise with us. The service is also 

available for viewing later.  They have switched to a YouTube format which I understand is 

accessible directly from their website. 

† We are beginning to look toward the opening up of St. Luke’s facility for worship again on June 7th.  

You should be getting a letter from me soon.   

† Hopefully the world around us will soon be opening up.  Keep praying for one another and pray for 

our President, Governor and other leaders.  And trust in our strong Fortress to get us through this 

crisis. 


