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As we open our photo album today, we see a row where three pictures should be.  There 

are only two.  One is just too painful to look at.  So, we only bring it out when we have 

to.  Today, we will leave it tucked away in the back of the album.  It is a picture of Judas 

Iscariot, the disciple who betrayed Jesus. When he was stricken with remorse (but not 

repentance) he failed to look to Jesus for forgiveness and redemption, but took matters 

into his own hand with disastrous results. 

The first snapshot is a group shot.  The Apostles and those with them had just come back 

to Jerusalem after watching Jesus rise up out of their sight into heaven.  This is not to 

infer that heaven is in the upper atmosphere or outer space.  It just means that the clouds 

Acts 1:12-26 
 
12 Then [after Jesus ascended into heaven] they returned to Jerusalem from the mount 

called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. 13 And when they had 

entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and 

James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of 
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one 

accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother 
of Jesus, and his brothers, 15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company 

of persons was in all about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, 

which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who 
became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among us and was 
allotted his share in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his 

wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed 
out. 19 And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was 

called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is written in the 

Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, 

    and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and 
“‘Let another take his office.’ 

21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went 
in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken 

up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23 And 

they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, 
and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show 
which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship 

from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26 And they cast lots for them, and 

the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 
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hid Him as He made that final transition from earth to heaven.  In like manner, the clouds 

will hide him until He bursts into sight on His return to judge the living and the dead.  As 

they returned to Jerusalem from this amazing occurrence, they went back to the upper 

room where so many exciting things happened.  That’s where this group shot is taken.  

Luke (the writer of Acts) gives us the names of the Apostles, and of Mary, the mother of 

our Lord.  He also mentions the biological brothers of Jesus, who had not been believers 

or followers until after the resurrection.  He doesn’t give us a number of Jesus’ brothers, 

but it would certainly include the two who wrote New Testament letters: James (who 

became bishop of Jerusalem) and Jude.  There are also some women in the snapshot who 

Luke does not name.  It is tempting to think that Luke didn’t consider them as important 

as the Apostles since he did not name them, but reading the New Testament shows that 

women were pretty important in the early church.  Maybe, when Luke was writing this he 

simply assumed that everyone would know who they were.  And, as we’ll see in a moment, 

there were some men in the picture that Luke didn’t name as well. 

There you have it!  It is possible that this was the only gathering of the entire Christian 

Church in history.  Today the number of Christians in the world is in the billions.  No group 

shot is possible!  There is an ongoing argument about whether Christianity or Islam has 

the highest number of adherents. Maybe my Christian predispositions can’t really allow 

me be objective, but I still think that Christianity is the biggest religious understanding in 

the world.  And it all started from this little group in our snapshot today.   

Still, there was something that was not quite right.  Because of what Judas did, the 

Apostles who were often called the Twelve, had become the Eleven.  So Peter, who was 

clearly becoming the leader of the group, suggested that they find a prayer-based and 

Spirit-led way of finding a replacement.  Led by the Holy Spirit, either Peter or the whole 

group nominated two men:  Joseph and Matthias.  Neither Joseph nor Matthias are named 

or spoken of anywhere else in the New Testament so we know nothing about either.  They 

chose by casting lots.  That may sound a little strange to us but, with the spiritual strength 

and authority of the Apostles, this was effective.  Remember that the Apostles had 

received the Holy Spirit in the upper room and Easter [one week later for Thomas].  I 

wouldn’t suggest it today.  When you vote to call a new Pastor for St. Luke’s, it will also 

be prayerful, but the prayer will be that the Holy Spirit work through you, the members, 

rather than by casting lots.  That’s how we got to this final snapshot for today.  It is a 

picture of Matthias, the one appointed to recomplete the twelve. 

Like I said, we hear no more about Matthias in the New Testament.  We hear little about 

him after the New Testament is completed although traditions assign good works to him. 



 
 

3 | P a g e  
 

But to me Matthias will always be special, as the poster child of the millions and millions 

of faithful and dedicated followers of Jesus who have been our Lord’s instruments for 

moving the church forward for 2000 years.  So many are seldom recognized, but have 

been and are so important to the Kingdom of God on Earth.  I see him in fellow pastors 

who like myself the world will little remember.  I see him in lay congregational leaders 

whose hard work is so often overlooked.  And I see him in the dedicated worshipers whose 

faithfulness is the life blood of St. Luke’s and the rest of the worldwide church.  So I’m 

glad Matthias’ picture is in our album.  It is a portrait of how our Lord provides for, equips 

and sustains those He is calling to see everlasting life begin now in the everyday grind. 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Brian Shirey 
 

Post Scripts: 

† Our lessons for Sunday, May 31 (Pentecost Sunday) are: 

First Lesson: Numbers 11:24-30 

Psalm: Psalm 25:1-15 

Second Lesson: Acts 2:1-21 

John 7:37-39  

† Thanks to all who have been tuning into the live-streaming of Sunday Worship at 

10:10 am.  I am preaching on May 31, Pentecost Sunday.  It’s great to know that 

people have been tuning in.  And thanks to Pastor Shawn Smith and the good folks 

of St. Paul’s for sharing their service time and their expertise with us. The service 

is also available for viewing later. 

† It is my understanding that our live-streaming will be directly on St. Paul’s web 

site rather than a face-book page.  I am not sure I know what that means but you 

can get the service on www.stpaulssarver.com.   

† Starting on June 7th, we are planning to resume worship at St. Luke’s in 

Centennial Hall.   This is not as simple as it might sound and a lot of thought and 

preparation must go into it.  A lot more information will be forthcoming.   Watch 

for emerging details. 

† Keep praying for one another and pray for our President, Governor and other 

leaders especially as we begin to reopen our economy and our lives.  Pray for 

health care workers and others on the front line of this contagion.  And pray for 

our farmers and food processors who keep us fed. 

http://www.stpaulssarver.com/

