
 
 

CLAP YOUR HANDS, ALL PEOPLES!  
SHOUT TO GOD WITH LOUD SONGS OF 

JOY!  There is nothing like a stirring round 
of applause as a response to something 

spectacular.  A great performance or 
concert, an amazing feat of skill, or a great 

speech seem to bring forth applause 
spontaneously.     

Today, we encounter Psalm 47.  It is 

unmistakenly a song of praise and victory.  

Martin Luther wrote of this psalm:  “The 
47th Psalm is a prophecy of Christ, that he 

shall rise up and become King over all the 
world, without a battle, simply through 

shouts, songs and trumpet calls, that is, 
through the joyful preaching of the Gospel, 

just as the walls of Jericho fell by trumpet 
blasts and shouts, without any weapons at 

all.”  This Psalm was not written by David 
in response to a particular victory or 

deliverence.  It was written, rather, by 
temple musicians to express the gracious reign of the God of Abraham over all people.  It 

is surely one of the purest and most beautiful expressions of praise in the bible.  

So, it is hardly surprising that this Psalm was chosen as the appointed Psalm for the 

Church’s day of commemoration of the ASCENSION OF OUR LORD.  Falling 40 days after 
Easter, the day of the ASCENSION always falls on a Thursday.  Since many congregations 

are not able to celebrate weekday holidays, this one often goes unnoticed.  But it should 
not.  Jesus’ ascension into heaven is recorded in Mark, Luke and Acts but it is known and 

taken as a given by all the New Testament writers.  Let’s look briefly at the version of the 
story from Acts 1: 6-11:  6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will 

you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to 
know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had 

said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 

their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood 
by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 

heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way 
as you saw him go into heaven.” 

  

Psalm 47  

1 Clap your hands, all peoples! 

    Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
2 For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, 
    a great king over all the earth. 
3 He subdued peoples under us, 

    and nations under our feet. 
4 He chose our heritage for us, 

    the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
5 God has gone up with a shout, 
    the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises! 
    Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
7 For God is the King of all the earth; 
    sing praises with a psalm! 
8 God reigns over the nations; 

    God sits on his holy throne. 
9 The princes of the peoples gather 

    as the people of the God of Abraham. 
For the shields of the earth belong to God; 
    he is highly exalted! 

 



 
 

Traditionally, the church looks upon this event as the conclusion of Jesus’ earthly ministry.  
The story that began with the angel Gabriel announcing to Mary the upcoming carrying 

and birth of God’s own son doesn’t end with His death. It explodes into the victory of His 
resurrection and concludes with his ascension into heaven to take His place as the King of 

Glory.  Keeping us, who walk as yet by faith, connected to Him through the Holy Spirit, 
he reigns eternally.  Now, that is something worth clapping and shouting about!  

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Brian Shirey 
 

 

 

 

 

Post Scripts: 

† Our lessons for Sunday, May 24 are: 

First Lesson: Acts 1:12-26  

Psalm: 68:1-10 

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:6-11 

Gospel: John 17:1-11 

† Thanks to all who have been tuning into the live-streaming of Sunday Worship at 

10:10 am.  Pr. Shawn Smith is preaching this week (May 24) so connect on up.  And 

thanks to Pastor Shawn Smith and the good folks of St. Paul’s for sharing their 

service time and their expertise with us. The service is also available for viewing 

later.  They have switched to a YouTube format, which I understand is accessible 

directly from their website. 

† We are beginning to look toward the opening up of St. Luke’s facility for worship 

again.  Obviously, until the pandemic is over there will be differences in how we do 

worship but it will feel good to be back home.  Watch for information over the next 

couple of weeks about this. 

† Hopefully the world around us will soon be opening up.  Keep praying for one another 

and pray for our President, Governor and other leaders.  And trust in our strong 

Fortress to get us through this crisis. 

 


