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Ever look at a snapshot and wonder why it was taken?  Imagine a snapshot of a number 

of people all working away busily.  Nobody is looking at the camera.  Nobody is smiling 

and waving.  They are all busy, but it is hard to tell from the picture what they are doing.  
We see the faces of those turned toward us.  We see the back of the heads of those turned 

away.  In one corner of a large room or hall, it looks like a meal is being prepared.  In 
other corners of the room, it looks like small groups are gathered around someone who is 

addressing them.  At another place in the room, there is someone at a table writing in 
record books.  There is also some money which presumably goes in a box beside the 

books.  And all around were couples or trios either discussing something earnestly or 
praying reverently.  A lot seems to be going on, but it would be hard to figure exactly who 

is doing what.  It just looks like a whole lot of people doing a whole lot of different things.   

That’s the snapshot that the book of Acts gives us today.  It is simply a picture of the 

Church in its very early days being the Church.  After the amazing events of Pentecost 
and after Peter’s sermon given that day—which we talked about with last week’s 

snapshot—we are told about 3,000 people joined the Church.  Today’s snapshot shows 
some of those new Christians and some of the older Christians learning how to live 

together and be Church.  They followed the Apostles around and saw the signs and 
wonders that were performed in the name of Jesus.  They went to the temple where there 

was room to congregate, to study together, where they could be overheard and could 
proclaim their teaching to others.  They gathered in fellow Christians’ houses.  Today’s 

snapshot was taken in the rather large home where many were gathered.  Let’s take a 
look at what was going on.  

  

Acts 2:42-47  
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 

performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in 

common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had 

need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke 

bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and 

enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those 

who were being saved. 
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 Acts tells us that they devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching.  The Apostles 
taught about who Jesus is and what Jesus taught.  What better teachers could there 

be than the ones who were Jesus’ disciples, who went where He went, saw what He 
did, and learned what He taught?  Wouldn’t it be great to have the Apostles as 

teachers!  Well, guess what!  We do.  That is to say that we have their teaching.  
We call it the New Testament.  It was written by the Apostles. By my count, we have 

the words of at least eight different Apostles to teach us.  Sadly, all too often we 
treat this amazing gift like something at best ordinary and at worse an inconvenient 

chore. 

 Acts tells us that they devoted themselves to fellowship.  It has always been 
tempting to overlook Christian fellowship as not all that important.  I can pray and 

appreciate God just as well alone, as I can with other people.  The last two months 
have really been an eye-opener.  I don’t know about you, but being unable to have 

normal Christian fellowship these last couple of months has impressed upon me how 
very important it is.  Separately, we are ourselves.   Together, we are the body of 

Christ.  I am less, much less, in this state of isolation than I am when we are 
together. 

 Acts tells us that they devoted themselves to the breaking of bread.  This has two 
meanings.   

o The first meaning is communal meals.  We joke about how when we meet we 
have to eat!  But there is something in breaking bread together which helps 

cement us together.  In the case of the early Church, where they shared things 
in common, for some this was their main meal.  This had the effect of turning 

a fellowship into a family. 

o The second meaning is, of course, Holy Communion.  We know when we are 
gathered in His name, Jesus is there among us.  But in Holy Communion we 

can touch Jesus.  Just as we are “in Christ,” Christ is in us in a way we can 
physically experience.  That is communion on the most intimate level possible 

and we receive it freely from our Lord. 
 Finally, Acts tells us that they were devoted to the prayers.  We don’t need each 

other in order to pray but there is a richness in communal prayer.  Just as 
proclamation is the “job” of the church so prayer is the “job” of the church.  The 

Bible tells us that our heavenly Father knows what we need even before we ask for 
it.  But communicating with God is what we were created to do.  That’s part of our 

whole purpose for being.  In the book of Revelation, the prayers of the saints are 
described as rising up to God together with incense smoke. Our prayers don’t weary 

God.  They delight Him. 
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So our snapshot this week may look sort of ordinary but it is full of activity and excitement.  
I can’t wait until we, at St. Luke’s, can get back together and do what the church has 

always done.  Until then take care of yourselves and God bless you.   

Let us pray:  Heal our world from pestilence and disease, O Lord, that we may come 
together in worship and fellowship.  Heal our hearts from lethargy that we may come 

together in joy and love.  We pray in the name of Jesus, our Savior.  Amen. 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Brian Shirey 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Post Scripts: 

† Our lessons for Sunday, May 10th,  are: 

First Lesson: Acts 6:1-9; 7:2, 51-60  

Psalm: Psalm 146 

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 2:2-10 

John 14:1-14 

† Thanks to all who have been tuning into the live-streaming of Sunday Worship at 10:10 

am.  I am preaching on May 3, and Pastor Shawn Smith is preaching on May 10, so 

connect on up.  It’s great to know that people have been tuning in.  And thanks to Pastor 

Shawn Smith and the good folks of St. Paul’s for sharing their service time and their 

expertise with us. The service is also available for viewing later. 

† It is my understanding that beginning this Sunday, our live-streaming will be directly on 

St. Paul’s website rather than a Facebook page.  I am not sure I know what that means 

but you can get the service on www.stpaulssarver.com.   

† Keep praying for one another and pray for our President, Governor and other leaders 

especially as we begin to reopen our economy and our lives.  Pray for health care workers 

and others on the front line of this contagion.  Prayer for our farmers and food processors 

who keep us fed. 

 

http://stlks.com/weekly_readings
http://www.stpaulssarver.com/

