
 
 

Who is ready for this pandemic to be over?  I 
sure am.  At first it was sort of different, 

interesting, and even somewhat noble.  We 
were taking a few weeks off to protect life—

distancing ourselves from one another in 
order to protect the weak and vulnerable.   

But now things don’t seem as simple as they 
were six weeks ago.  If we had clear cut 

answers about what to do and what is still to 
come, I think we would act responsibly.  I 

think most people truly want to do what is 
right at a time of national danger.  It does a 

little good to look beyond our own borders, 
because the other 179 nations that are 

struggling with this virus aren’t handling it 

any better than we are; many not as well.   

Everyone talks about how much we need a 
vaccine.  I guess we really do.  But that could 

be a year or more away.  What we need today 
are answers.  They seem to be as difficult, if not more, to obtain than a vaccine.  What 

will happen if we go back to work?  What will happen if we don’t go back to work?  What 
will happen if we, as a nation, continue to borrow amounts of money, that I can’t even 

visualize, to cushion the financial impact of this pandemic?  What will happen if we don’t?  
Perhaps the biggest question we face is when will it be over:  This summer?  Next year?  

Ever?  We just don’t know. 

National emergencies can bring out the best and the worst in some people.  But a national, 

presidental election year is a terrable time to have a pandemic.  For many, I am sad to 
say, finding the answers will be less important than winning office.  That may sound a bit 

cynical!  I can’t help it.  I’m usually the type of person that says the glass is half full—then 
expects the government to come and take half of the half off me!   

Well, now that I’ve brightened your day, let’s think about a different source for our 
answers.  The people of Israel were no strangers to hardship, suffering and uncertainty.  

But there were golden moments as well.  The most golden moment in their history was 
during the time of Kings David and Solomon.  Politically, economically and culturally the 

people of Israel were at the peak of their power.  This was 900-1,000 years before the 
birth of Jesus.  But it did not last long.  Israel split into two separate kingdoms after the 

death of King Solomon and, with some bright exceptions, both were led by bad kings.  The 
short story is that about four hundred years later the Temple was destroyed (as it would 

again under the Romans about seven hundred years later.)  The people of Judea and 
Jerusalem were sent as refugees to Babylon.  We call this period of history the Exile.  The 

kingdom of David was crushed.  This was about as bad as it could get. 

Psalm 126  

1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

    we were like those who dream. 
2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

    and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

then they said among the nations, 

    “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
3 The LORD has done great things for us; 

    we are glad. 
4 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 

    like streams in the Negeb! 
5 Those who sow in tears 

    shall reap with shouts of joy! 
6 He who goes out weeping, 

    bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home with shouts of joy, 

    bringing his sheaves with him. 

 



 
 

But God didn’t give up on or abandon His people.  Within a couple of generations the Jews, 
who wanted to, were allowed to return to Judea and Jerusalem.  Our Psalm today is a 

song of rejoicing by those who returned.  Obviously this was not written by David since it 
was roughly five hundred years after his death.  But this Psalm reminds us of many 

rejoicing psalms that David wrote.  He rejoiced in God’s faithfulness and protection.  This 
Psalm rejoices in God’s restoration.   

Like the people of Israel during the Exile, we can know that restoration will come.  But it 

is not us or our leaders who will make it come.  It is the grace, love and caring providence 
of our God.  In our Gospel lesson this Sunday, upon which I am preaching, Jesus said:  “I 

will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”  Because of this promise we know there 

will be restoration.  It is not because of vaccines, social distancing, and other medical 
advancements, but that is not to say that God does not or will not use vaccines, social 

distancing, and other medical advancements as His instruments to bring us to restoration.  
When restoration comes, and it will, I will rejoice with my sisters and brothers, but I will 

give the credit to God. 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Brian Shirey 
 

 

 

Post Scripts: 

† Our lessons for Sunday, May 17 are: 

First Lesson: Acts 17:16-31 

Psalm: 66:8-20 

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 3:13-22 

John 14:15-21 

† Thanks to all who have been tuning into the live-streaming of Sunday Worship at 10:10 

am.  I am preaching this week (May 17) so connect on up.  And thanks to Pastor Shawn 

Smith and the good folks of St. Paul’s for sharing their service time and their expertise with 

us. The service is also available for viewing later.  They have switched to a YouTube format 

which I understand is accessible directly from their website. 

† Many thanks to all who participated in our “WINGS OF PRAYER ~ CARAVAN OF CARE” 

journey around Saxonburg this past Sunday.  And many thanks to Jeannine for coming up 

with the idea. 

† Hopefully, the world around us will soon be opening up.  Keep praying for one another and 

pray for our President, Governor and other leaders.  And trust in our strong Fortress to get 

us through this crisis. 


