
 
 

 

Today our snapshot from the book of Acts is a picture of the amazing Pentecost day when the 

Holy Spirit descended upon all the disciples and they began proclaiming the Gospel.  Tongues as 
of fire had descended upon the disciples.  There were pilgrims from all over the Jewish Diaspora 
gathered around Jerusalem and these folks heard the proclamation in their own native 

languages.  It was an amazing scene.  Written in the box above is our Gospel lesson for Sunday, 
which leaves out a number of verses.  To get the whole picture, why not take a few minutes and 

read the whole second chapter of Acts. 

In the whirlwind of activity taking place, Peter begins to preach a sermon.  Luke doesn’t really 
tell us much about whether the crowd heard the sermon in various languages or not, but I 

assume that they did.  Our snapshot from Acts today is taken as Peter is concluding his sermon.  
So, picture Peter standing in the midst of a huge crowd—the disciples behind him and the 

pilgrims in front of him.  Perhaps he is standing on a doorstep or at a window that would raise 
him up just a little above the crowd.  He was probably speaking as loud as he could, and being a 
fishing boat captain, he was probably used to speaking pretty loud.  In the moments before our 

snapshot was taken, he had shown the crowd how the prophets of old had foretold of Jesus and 
how Jesus fulfilled their prophecy.  He had just tied the teaching of the scripture into the context 

of the people with words that must have taken a great deal of courage:  “Let all the house of 
Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom 
you crucified.” 

Acts 2: 14, 36-41  
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men 

of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to 

my words.  

 36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both 

Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the 

rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent 

and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you 

and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God 

calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to 

exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those 

who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three 

thousand souls. 

 



 
 

It got their attention.  Peter’s sermon begins by convicting them of sin.  In a real sense, he was 
speaking to us as well.  All who have ever sinned helped to put Jesus on that cross, because he 
went to that cross for the sins of all.  When I hear those words, “this Jesus whom you crucified,” 

read by the preacher this Sunday, I will know for certain that he is talking to me and about me!   
That is why we begin almost every worship service with our words of confession, and God’s 

words of forgiveness.  We usually remind ourselves that we are sinners with familiar words from 
1 John 1:8—“if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”  So we 
can identify with the crowd as he read that they were, “cut to the heart.” 

In the moments following our snapshot, about 3,000 turned to the Risen Jesus in faith and 
received new life.  They did what Peter recommended:  they repented, were baptized, and 

received the Holy Spirit.  Oh, how I wish that all would turn to Him—the Way, the Truth and the 
Life! 

Our snapshot today is a picture of proclamation and conversion.  But for us, it can also be a 

picture of renewal and of growing in faith.  Repentance is not a one-time thing, but a state in 

which we should live continuously.  Baptism is not a past event in our lives but an on-going, 

living covenant with God.  And faith continues to grow allowing our relationship with Jesus to 

continue to grow.  We call this kind of growth sanctification.   

Let us pray:  Merciful and everlasting God, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered Him up 

for us all to bear our sins on the cross.  Grant that our hearts may be so fixed with steadfast 

faith in Him that we fear not the power of sin, death, and the devil: through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

AMEN 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Brian Shirey  

 

Post Scripts: 

† I found the beautiful prayer above in the Pastoral Care Companion,  

published by Concordia Press.  It is for the Wednesday of Holy Week. 

† Our lessons for Sunday, May 3 are: 

First Lesson: Acts 2:42-47  

Psalm: Psalm 23 

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 2:19-25 

John 10:1-10 

† Thanks to all who have been tuning into the live streaming of Sunday Worship at 10:10 am.  Pastor Shawn 

Smith is preaching on April 26 and I am preaching on May 3 so connect on up.  It’s great to know that people 

have been tuning in.  And thanks to Pastor Shawn Smith and the good folks of St. Paul’s for sharing their 

service time and their expertise with us. The service is also available for viewing later. 

† Keep praying for one another and pray for our President, Governor and other leaders especially as we begin to 

reopen our economy and our lives.   

http://stlks.com/weekly_readings

