
 
 

1 | P a g e  

 

 

I have an idea!  Between now and Pentecost Sunday, all of our first readings on Sunday 

mornings will be from the book of Acts.  Many years ago, I fell in love with this book and 

it has meant a tremendous amount to me.  I participated in a study of this book led by a 

very prominent theologian and biblical scholar in the last half of the 20th century.  He 

made the book come alive for me.  And from the book of Acts, the whole Bible seemed to 

come alive for me.  So, how about we use my Friday web-site message between now and 

Pentecost as an opportunity to look at some snapshots from the Church in the days of the 

Acts 5:29-42 

29 Peter and the other Apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings! 30 The 

God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed by hanging him on a 

cross. 31 God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might bring Israel 

to repentance and forgive their sins. 32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy 

Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

33 When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death. 34 But a Pharisee 

named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood up in the 

Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while. 35 Then he addressed the 

Sanhedrin: “Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these men. 36 Some time 

ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. 

He was killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. 37 After him, Judas 

the Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was 

killed, and all his followers were scattered. 38 Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave 

these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will 

fail. 39 But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves 

fighting against God.” 

40 His speech persuaded them. They called the Apostles in and had them flogged. Then they 

ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 

41 The Apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering 

disgrace for the Name. 42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they 

never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah. 
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Apostles through these lessons from Acts?  These aren’t history lessons.  It’s more like 

looking at a photo album.  To tie them all together, you might want to read the whole 

book of Acts. 

Our picture today was taken in Jerusalem very shortly after Jesus’ resurrection and 

ascension into heaven.  The Apostles were clustered together in the chambers of the 

Jewish ruling council.  But they weren’t huddled in fear!  Gone were the frightened and 

insecure disciples who fled when Jesus was arrested.  In fact, they had already started to 

let Peter be their spokesperson on public occasions, and he was far different from the 

Peter who had denied Jesus in fear.  They had been summoned into the presence of the 

ruling council to be officially forbidden to talk about Jesus.  The council had hoped what 

Jesus started would simply die out with the death of Jesus.  But Jesus returned from 

death.  Through the Holy Spirit, the disciples recovered from fear and the council felt 

something had to be done about it.  Perhaps threats and intimidation would work.  Read 

verses 29-32 in the box on page 1 to see how well that worked.   

You see, the ones who were really afraid were the council.  After what the Apostles had 

seen, they weren’t afraid of anybody.  As you visualize the snapshot, we see in this lesson 

you can see the resolution on the Apostles’ faces.  But the council was afraid and like all 

people who believe that they should be blindly followed, when they get afraid they also 

get angry.  For most of the council the question was not whether the Apostles should be 

killed, but how it could be done without really ticking off the Roman governor (and thus 

the Emperor) or turning the Apostles into heroes.   

But we see one man, an old man but still vigorous and clear of mind.  His name is 

Gamaliel—not to be confused with the bad guy from the Smurfs whose name is 

Gargamel—and who is part of a fairy tale anyway.  Gamaliel was a real person.  In fact, 

many think he could be the same Gamaliel who was St. Paul’s teacher in his youth (see 

Acts 22:1-5).  He was “honored by all the people.”  In our snapshot Gamaliel is about to 

put all that honor on the line because he was a fair and pious man.  Having had the 

Apostles removed from the chamber (maybe they had a green room), he pointed out that 

God was the one who had the real power not them.  You can see his speech in verses 35-

39.   

Sometimes we are tempted to let how we think things should be get in the way of how 

God thinks things should be.  I don’t have Gamaliel’s wisdom very often, but we do share 

being old and being around a long time.  I have sometimes over my many years asked 

people to remember the advice of Gamaliel when they wanted more drastic action and 

sometimes I have had to remind myself.  Now, almost two millennia after this snapshot, 

the ongoing presence—and yes, vitality—of the Church shows us that Gamaliel was right.   
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I wonder what happened to good old Gamaliel.  As the church continued to grow was he 

disparaged by his fellows on the ruling council?  Did he come to believe in Jesus as did 

fellow council member Nicodemus?  We don’t really know.  But I believe from this 

snapshot we can say of Gamaliel, as Jesus once said about somebody else in Mark 12:28-

34, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” 

Let us pray:  O Lord, mercifully assist us in our supplications and prayers. Direct the lives 

of your servants toward the goal of everlasting salvation, that, surrounded by all the 

changes and uncertainties of life, we may be defended by your gracious and ready help in 

Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen 

 

Post Scripts: 

† Our lessons for Sunday, April 26 are: 

First Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 36-41  

Psalm: Psalm: 116:1-14 

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 1:17-25 

Gospel Lesson: Luke 24:13-35 

† Thanks to all who are tuning in to the live streaming of Sunday Worship at 10:10 am.  I am 

preaching this week (April 19) so connect on up.  One advantage to live streaming is that 

you can say whatever you like about the sermon and nobody can hear you.  And thanks to 

Pastor Shawn Smith and the good folks of St. Paul’s for sharing their service time and their 

expertise with us. The service is also available for viewing later.  Go to stpaulssarver.com to 

connect. 

† Keep praying for one another and pray for our President, Governor and other leaders.  I’m 

sure glad I don’t have to make some of the decisions that they have to make. 

 

 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Brian Shirey  
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