
 
 
 

Okay, let’s talk about Stewardship.  As soon as you 

read the last sentence, I’ll bet the first thing you 

thought of was money.  Well I don’t want to talk to 

you about money—although I want to say a very 

special thank you to all who have continued to 

financially support St. Luke’s during this time when 

we are not able to gather.   Your continued 

financial support is so very, very important.  But 

stewardship is about more than money.  A steward 

is one who takes care of something for someone 

else.  Every Christian is a steward of what God has 

given us.  Together we are stewards called to care 

for the Church which is a Christian community on a 

corporate level.  Being a steward on this level 

means that we are called to care for one another.  

On this level, let me encourage each of you to 

reach out to others.  The vulnerable folks you 

know may need your help in any number of ways.  

But even if they don’t need your physical help, 

they need to know that they are not forgotten.  A 

phone call, text, or email might mean far more 

than we may have thought just a few months ago.  

The not so vulnerable folks that you know still 

need to know what they are doing is important.  

Encourage those you know who are still working 

(probably under circumstances more difficult than 

usual).  Let everybody who has to be out in public, 

from health care workers and first responders to 

grocery workers and people who fix things that 

break down, know how much they are appreciated.  

At any time, but especially at a time like this, 

people need to know they are appreciated! 

As I have gotten to know so many of you over the last six months, I feel certain that you 

are already doing what I am talking about.  I think that St. Luke’s is a great community 

made up of great folks.  But there is another aspect of stewardship that I want to point 

out.  We are God’s instruments; Christ’s tools for carrying out God’s plan for all 

humankind and all creation.  When I was young, one of the lessons my father tried to 

teach me was how important it is to take care of tools.  I fear that when I was young I 

didn’t pay much attention to this lesson.  I learned it better when the tools were mine and 

Psalm 103:1-6 

1 Praise the LORD, my soul; 

    all my inmost being, praise 

his holy name. 

2 Praise the LORD, my soul, 

    and forget not all his 

benefits— 

3 who forgives all your sins 

    and heals all your diseases, 

4 who redeems your life from 

the pit 

    and crowns you with love 

and compassion, 

5 who satisfies your desires 

with good things 

    so that your youth is 

renewed like the eagle’s. 

6 The LORD works 

righteousness 

    and justice for all the 

oppressed. 
 



 
 
 

it was my kids leaving them out in the rain.  But we are God’s tools and it is up to us to 

take care of ourselves for that reason.  The better shape we are in the better we can love, 

serve, worship and glorify God.  That is not to say that we are not valuable to our Lord 

when illness or age begins to limit us.  You never were, nor will you ever be less valuable 

to our Lord than you were when He formed you in His image.  The world says that we owe 

it to ourselves to be well, healthy and strong.  But the world also encourages us to do all 

kind of things that are not good for us in the name of fun or pleasure.  The Bible teaches 

that we owe it—not to ourselves, but to God—to be as well, healthy and strong as is our 

power to be.  When looked at like this, taking care of ourselves is serving God, not 

ourselves.  Taking care of yourself is stewardship.   

Let me encourage you to take good care of yourself during this time of crisis.  Keep 

yourself well-nourished and well rested.  Get appropriate exercise.  Keep your mind active 

and interested in that which is important.  Watch out for depression, boredom or 

discouragement.  Reach out if you need help in any way.  If you have a particular need 

please call the office and see what resources might be available to address it.  If I can be 

helpful in any way please call or text me.  My cell phone number is 412-916-0122.     

My email address is bfshirey@gmail.com.  I will commit myself during this time to check 

my email daily, but the phone is faster.  

I hope you had a happy and meaningful Easter.  I’m sure it was different.  Remember,  
that the glorious Good News of the Resurrection overcomes everything that stands against 
God’s love and purpose for us; even what we are going through now. 

Post Scripts: 

 Our lessons for this Sunday are: 

o First Lesson:  Acts 5:29-42 

o Psalm:  Psalm 148 

o Second Lesson:  1 Peter 1:3-9 

o John 20:19-31 

 Thanks to all who have been tuning in to the live streaming of Sunday Worship at 10:10 

am.  And thanks to Pastor Shawn Smith and the good folks of St. Paul’s for sharing their 

service with us.  The service is also available for viewing later.  

 

 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Brian Shirey  
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