
 

 
 

 

If we were able to celebrate Easter Sunday in our beautiful building, made even more 

beautiful by fresh flowers, our Gospel lesson this year would be read from St. Matthew’s 
Gospel, which is printed above.  I would love to be reading this lesson to a packed house 

of worship, but things being what they are, I simply hope that all who read this are well 
and content. 

Matthew gives us a more concise view of the events of the first Easter morning than the 
Gospels of Luke or John.  This may be because Matthew, writing to a more Jerusalem-

centered audience, did not need to add other details that the apostolic church knew so 
well.  In fact, Matthew seems to be in a hurry to get the apostles, and us, to Galilee 

where the apostles, and we, receive the Great Commission:   

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.” (Matthew 28: 18-20) 

But Matthew’s shorter story reminds us of an important starting point for our Easter 

reality.  The first evidence—the first experience—of Jesus’ resurrection was an absence.  
His body was not where it was supposed to be.  Despite what you see in the movies, 

dead bodies don’t get up and move around.  They can be moved around, but certainly 

Matthew 28: 1-10 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 

2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the 

tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white 

as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 

5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 

crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then go 

quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you 
will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 

8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and 

worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; 
there they will see me.” 



 

 
 

not dead bodies in sealed tombs guarded by well-trained Roman soldiers.  Roman 

soldiers, for whom the penalty of dereliction of duty would have been their own deaths, 
were the best guarantee I can think of that the tomb was emptied only by a 

supernatural event.   

Of course, it only took a short time from the discovery of the empty tomb until the first 

encounter with the risen Jesus.  But it was the empty tomb that set the stage.  I sort of 
like Matthew’s short form of the resurrection story.  It reminds us that while we cannot 

help but celebrate the resurrection, that celebration is not the end result.  Jesus gives 

the apostles a little time to celebrate and then sends them out to work.  I hope that the 
day will soon come when we can put our “stay at home” and “social distancing” 

precautions away and get up and go make disciples! 

I hope you have a joyous Easter, even in these extraordinary circumstances.  Remember 

that the glorious good news of the Resurrection means eternal life to which no virus,  
no matter how virulent, can ever compare. 

 

Post Scripts: 

 I had intended to post a message on our website this past Wednesday.  But when 

you’re stuck at home, one day looks much like another.  Sorry about that.  Look for 

my little messages on our website twice a week (mid and end) for some time to come. 

 Our lessons for next Sunday are located in the Weekly Readings area of the Info 

Center on stlks.com and will be: 

o First Lesson:  Acts 5:29-42 

o Psalm:  Psalm 148 

o Second Lesson:  1 Peter 1:3-9 

o John 20:19-31 

 Thanks to the kindness of our sisters and brothers from St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 

Sarver, I am able to participate in a live streaming (stpaulssarver.com) of Sunday 

Worship at 10:10 am.  The service is also available for viewing later.  Special thanks 

to my friend Pr. Shawn Smith.   

 
In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Brian Shirey 

http://stlks.com/weekly_readings

