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August 

2021 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

PO Box 187 

Saxonburg PA 16056 

 

724-352-2333 

stlukessaxonburg@gmail.com 

stlks.com 

 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 - 2:30 

 

 

Sunday Worship Times 

8:15 and 10:00 

From the Pastor 

Psalm 146  
Praise the Lord! 
Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
    I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
3 Put not your trust in princes, 
    in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
4 When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; 
    on that very day his plans perish. 
5 Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the Lord his God, 
6 who made heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and all that is in them, 
who keeps faith forever; 
7     who executes justice for the oppressed, 
    who gives food to the hungry. 
The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
8     the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
    the Lord loves the righteous. 
9 The Lord watches over the sojourners; 
    he upholds the widow and the fatherless, 
    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
10 The Lord will reign forever, 
    your God, O Zion, to all generations. 
Praise the Lord! 
 

What does it mean to ‘praise the Lord’?  Really, it means nothing other than to 
tell the truth.  The truth glorifies God.  When we talk about how praiseworthy 
God is, we are describing reality.  Anything that does not bring praise and glory 
to God is simply not real, because all that is real is to the praise and glory of God.   

Thus, we find the praise and glory of God woven into the very fabric of creation.  
God is glorified because it is God “who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 
that is in them, who keeps faith forever…”  The first chapter of the Gospel of John 
teaches us that when we are talking about the creation of all that is, we are talk-
ing about the work of Jesus Christ, who is the very WORD of God incarnate.   

Verses 3 and 4 of this psalm remind us that we cannot find in ourselves or each 
other the object of true worship, glory or praise.  We are to put our trust in no 
human, no matter how prestigious or powerful.  A prince is a potential king, but 
only Jesus Christ is God incarnate.  It is to our Lord that we can look for salva-
tion.  It is to our Lord that we can look for meaning.   

We are going through moments of great upheaval.  We are going through mo-
ments of great strain.  All these life changes, because of the Coronavirus, make 
me fearful and uncertain of not simply what the future will bring but what the 
next few weeks will bring.  Will the disease abate?  Will the economy rebound?  
Will those I love have the things they need and that I want them to have?  Can I 
trust the President?  Can I trust the Governor?  Who can I trust?  Psalm 146 
gives us the answer.  I will not only trust the Lord, I will praise the Lord!  Be-
cause by giving praise to the Lord, I affirm the fundamental truth of all creation.  
The Lord will reign forever!  Our God will always be there for us and with us. 

As we look to the second half of the summer, I hope you will find peace and re-
laxation in the warm days that remain, and an eagerness to get back to more 
actively pursuing the ministries of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church.  God bless you. 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST 
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Reverend Brian Shirey, Interim Pastor 
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     August seems to be a time of 
overlap and transition. While we 
are still enjoying the summer sun-
shine, vacations, relaxed sched-
ules, and the wonderful bounty of 
fresh summer fruits and vegeta-
bles, we are already planning and 
preparing for the schedules and 
activities of fall.  The church also 
enjoys summer schedules, but 
council continues to meet to at-
tend to present needs and to look 
forward in preparation for the fu-
ture.    
  
     The committee to analyze and 
prioritize property needs has not 
had a chance to inspect all of the 
buildings and campus, but the list 
of needs continues to grow.  They 
hope to have all their inspections 
completed by August, so action on 
the priority of needs was tabled 
until then.     

 
     Council did approve money to 
repair 14-16 window screens for 
Centennial Hall and the church.  
Thank you to Shannon and Carl 
Bowman for getting estimates and 
a good price.   
 
     Thanks also to Rachel Steiner 
and Provy Hartle who pulled the 
weeds along the driveway and put 
plants beside Abba’s House.     

  
     Sprankle’s Market requested 
the use of our main parking lot for 
a shuttle turnaround during the 
September Arts Festival and its 
simultaneous Octoberfest.  They 
asked to enter from State Street 
(Exit) and exit via the Main Street 
drive (Entrance).  Council agreed 
their request aligns with our com-
munity outreach goals and voted 
to allow Sprankle’s Market to use 
the parking lot as a shuttle turna-
round, but they will be required to 
enter and exit in the normal direc-
tions for safety reasons.   
 
     Pastor Shirey reported his pas-
toral care included doing a funeral 
for a member’s relative.  He said 
staff is planning for fall activities, 
and he will be reinstating more of 
our regular worship features in 
August.    
     
     The live streaming service con-
tinues to be well received, but the 
internet router went offline twice.   
Kelly Weston and Bill Gordon will 

set up the YouTube sessions in 
advance to avoid delay problems, 
and they will check with Shannon 
on how to reboot the router to 
avoid disruption of the broadcast. 
Thank you, Kelly and Bill, for us-
ing your knowledge and expertise 
for this outreach ministry.  
 
     Bill Gordon and Dave Fugate 
answered questions on our pasto-
ral negotiations and noted the 
candidate and Personnel have a 
verbal agreement as long as we 
continue to move forward posi-
tively.  They hope to be able to 
finalize the agreement on the ben-
efits package very soon.   

  
     Christian Growth noted Sunday 
School teachers have met and 
planned to resume Sunday School 
on Rally Day, September 19.  
Sunday School will meet only on 
the 3rd Sundays and will follow our 
Funday Sunday format until all 
pandemic issues are gone. There 
will be a “Reconnect Party” with 
swimming and pizza on Aug. 12, 
from 5-8 pm at SEBCO Pool, so 
mark your calendars! 

 
     Jeannine Sanford will be re-
cording a comfort CD of hymns 
and prayer together with Cortney, 
Holly, choir, pastor.  Evan Weston 
will be using his software to mix 
the sound and create the CD.  It 
will be available for anyone who is 
in need of spiritual support, sick, 
dying, or who would just like to 
have a copy.  Thanks to Jeannine 
and all who participated in ful-
filling her vision for this ministry.  
 
     While the church considers 
August to be “ordinary time,” 
we’ve learned over the past 18 
months that nothing is ordinary.  
Change is constant, and every-
thing is in a state of transition – 
except our Heavenly Father 
who is always present, always 
watching over us, and always 
waiting for us to come to Him.  As 
you wind down your summer ac-
tivities and prepare for fall, please 
include Him and your church fami-
ly in your plans.  You will be 
Blessed, and so will we!   

 
Come & See!  

 
~ Judy Moser  

Secretary 

Church Staff & Leaders 
Rev. Brian Shirey,  

Interim Pastor 
412-916-0122 

bfshirey@gmail.com 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM 
724-594-5533 

sanfordjeannine@hotmail.com 

Music Department 
Cortney Christoforetti, Organist 
Ellen Dodge, Assistant Organist 

Sextons 
Linda Heade, Centennial Hall 

Bobbie Shearer, Church 

Marge Kollinger,  
Parish Coordinator 

724-822-7760 
margiek@zoominternet.net 

Shannon Miller, Office Manager 
724-352-2333 

stlukessaxonburg@gmail.com 

 

Church Council 
Bill Gordon (V.P.),  

Barb Reuning (Treasurer), 
Judy Moser (Secretary) 

 
Amy Amadee, Cindy Bearrow, Ron 
Boltz, Carl Bowman, Dave Fugate, 
Adam Hartzell, Cindy Bearrow, Ron 

Boltz, Carl Bowman, David McRandal, 
Jeff Hartzell, Rachel Steiner 
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Stained glass window tours will be given at the next Mingle 
on Main, August 19th.  The tours will be led by Jeannine 
Sanford.  Tours start at 6:00 & 7:00 pm. 

Stained Glass Windows Tours 

Let’s go swimming and beat the heat!  

August 12, 2021 

SEBCO Pool 

5:00 - 8:00 pm 

Admission and pizza provided by St. Luke’s. Please RSVP 

to Marge Kollinger (724-822-7760) or the church office 

(724-352-2333)  by Sunday, August 8th, if you are plan-

ning to attend. 

Reconnect Sunday School Swim Party 

Thank you to everyone who made the Annual Church Yard 
Sale a success especially those who donated goods, set up, 
worked the 2-day sale, cleaned up and hauled away!!   

The Sewing Ministry was blessed with over $2,700.  This 
amount will provide enough supplies for 675 lap robes 
OR flannel baby blankets OR incubator covers OR fleece 
blankets for a child/adult in Cambodia OR 168 prayer 
shawls.   

T
ha

n
k 

y
ou

 

Thank you for the wonderful “thinking about me” card that I 
received in the mail.  It was beautiful and I am so apprecia-
tive of my Church Family. 

May God Bless you all. 

Pearl Parnell 

 
God beyond time … teach us to pause in this moment, to tuck ourselves into the curve of 
your slow arm, that we may know the miracle of now, the gift of this moment: you beside 
and beyond us, welcoming us outside of all we measure, and standing with us in it. May 
we see the goodness of our still hours and days, sunrises, sunsets, and the darkness 
where our rest is found. 

                                                               —Micha Boyett in A Rhythm of Prayer (edited by Sarah Bessey) 
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Orchards Services Schedule Change 

Freeport Meals on Wheels 

St. Luke’s has been a long-time participant of Meals on Wheels, a 
program that delivers meals to homebound individuals who are un-
able to prepare their own meals.  
 
Meals on Wheels had its roots in the United Kingdom during the 
1943 Blitz. A lot of people lost their homes and could not cook their 
own food. The name "Meals on Wheels" derived from the Women’s 
Volunteer Service for Civil Defense activity of bringing meals to ser-
vicemen. The concept of delivering meals evolved into the modern 
programs that deliver mostly to the housebound elderly. The con-
cept spread to Australia and other places. The first program in the 
United States started in the 1950s at Philadelphia, followed by Co-
lumbus, OH. In 2016, Meals on Wheels provided approximately 218 
million meals to 2.5 million Americans. 
 
Since at least the 1970s, a number of St. Luke’s members pick up 

food at the Freeport United Methodist Church on Wednesdays and 

deliver it to a drop-off point in Sarver. St. Luke’s participation be-

gan under Pastor Hanna.  

 

The Freeport ministry is staffed by approximately 115 volunteers, 
who donate four to 35 hours each month.   Meals are prepared and 
packaged three days a week. Drivers deliver the meals. Recipients 
are evaluated and wellness checks are conducted on a regular ba-
sis. A steering committee from several churches meet quarterly to 
guide the organization. Freeport Meals on Wheels does not receive 
any government money. It operates on donations from churches, 
grants from funders and money from community individuals.  

The monthly services at the Orchards Nursing Home will be held on 
August 15 and September 19 starting at 2:00 pm.  Services will re-
sume on the second Sunday of each month in October. 
 
For additional information, see Jeannine Sanford. 

Twenty-five people from the community and congregation at-

tended the organ concerts hosted by St. Luke’s on July 15th.  

Attendees heard music by J.S. Bach, Andrew Lloyd Webber, and 

more.  They were also invited to Sunday worship, the August 19 

Stained Glass Window Tour and provided a bottle of water.  

Thank you to Ellen Dodge for the wonderful performance and to 

the Kollinger family for greeting the attendees.   

Missed the concert or just want to hear the organ again?  A re-

cording of the concert is on our website.   

Mark your calendars... Ellen will play again on September 16. 

Organ Concert 
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St Luke’s Milestones 
 

Birthdays 

1-Aug Beth Zellhart, Kim Lunn  
4-Aug Paul Markwell, Megan Edder  
5-Aug Leona Wills  
7-Aug Evan Weston, Grace Wetzel  
8-Aug Jake Miller  
9-Aug Jackson Burtner  
11-Aug Kathleen McRandal  
13-Aug Max Ross  
14-Aug James Drennen III, Ruth Markwell  
15-Aug Sandy Steedle, Carl Smith  
16-Aug Kristin Crouch, Steve Pickard,  
 Cathy Boyd,  Mike Volchko  
17-Aug David Gundlach, Lynn Pickard  
18-Aug Seth Burtner  
20-Aug Kerri Hay  
25-Aug Audrey Fox, Adre Anderson,  
 Shannon Miller  
26-Aug Barbara Wiegand 
27-Aug Katy Reuning  
29-Aug Marjorie Kollinger, Rev. Ralph Storm,  
 Hailey Volchko, Oriana Cranmer  
30-Aug Nita King  
31-Aug Lisa Hay  
 

Anniversaries 

4-Aug Jake and Laura Miller  
8-Aug Matthew and Cortney Christoforetti 
10-Aug Michael and Cristie Crytzer  
17-Aug David and Deborah Fugate 
26-Aug Marjorie and Paul Kollinger  

Prayer 

Please continue to pray for: 

Roger Walker, Sonya Win-
ters, Patty, Jim Humes, 
Rochelle Harbison, Ann, 
Mary Deems, Bailey, Kelly 
Kramich, George Gillespie, 
Clara Pitschke, Kelly Kra-
mich, Diane, Carolyn Sze-
balski, Mark Kollinger, Bon-
nie Weaver, Gabby Nowak, 
Bobbie Jo Shearer, Sue, 
Kristen Chiappini, Liz Gor-
don, Carol Zagorski, Nancy 
Daum, Joseph, Mary Pro-
cious, Roy, Lil Bachman, 
Jim F. 

In Sympathy 

Please remember in your 

prayers the family and 

friends of: 

 

Homer Bartley, Sr. (Kim 
Lunn’s grandfather), Brian 
Murphy 

 

Those unable to regularly 

worship with us : 

 

Fred Crux,  Ruth Cypher, 

Dorothy Kane,  Allen Knap-

penberger, Jim McLafferty, 

John Nuti, Pat Ross, Pearl 

Parnell, Clarence Wagner, 

Ned Ziegler 

Contact:  Judy Gundlach, Prayer Chain 

724-352-3543 

Submit a request online: 

stlks.com/prayer 

 

Contact the office: 

stlukessaxonburg@gmail.com 

724-352-2333 

Attendance & Finances 

By The Numbers June 2021  

Avg. Attendance: 8:15 

Avg. Attendance: 10:00 

23 

28 

Monthly Income 

Monthly Expense 

Monthly Difference 

$15,860 

$8,502 

$7,358 

Year-to-Date Income 

Year-to-Date Expense 

Year-to-Date Difference 

$92,500 

$70,523 

$21,977 

Congratulations to Jason and Katie Bubb on the 

birth of their son Kyler William Bubb born July 1st.  

Kyler joins his brother Nolan and sister Emery and 

is the grandson of Tom and Gretchen Gallagher  
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AUGUST AT A GLANCE 

Sundays - Worship at 8:15 
am and 10:00 am with com-
munion by intinction at the 
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays 

 

Aug 9 
10:00 am - Sewing Group 
6:30 pm - Council Meeting 
 
Aug 12 
5:00 – 8:00 Sunday School 
Swim Party  
 
Aug 15 
2:00 pm – Orchards Service 
 
Aug 16 
Angel Article Deadline 
 
Aug 19 
6:00 and 7:00 pm -Stained 
Glass Window Tour 
 
Aug 23 
10:00 am - Sewing Group 
6:00 pm - Community Quiet 
Time 

1-Aug 
Communion 

  Acolyte Communion Asst. Greeter 

8:15 Cathy Boyd Cathy Boyd Dave & Judy Gundlach 

10:00 Dick Beatty  Dick Beatty  Susan Beatty 

Counters: Jeff Hartzell and Bill Gordon 

    

8-Aug 

  Acolyte Lector Greeter 

8:15 Ron Boltz Jeff Markwell Ruth Richards 

10:00 Rachel Steiner Rachel Steiner Cindy Bearrow 

Counters:  Jackie Bice and Bob Bicker 

     

15-Aug 
Communion 

  Acolyte Communion Asst. Greeter 

8:15 Amy Montag-Smith Amy Montag-Smith Linda Herceg 

10:00 Bill Gordon Travis Yates Rachel Steiner 

Counters:  Donna Shipe and Dave Fugate 

     

22-Aug 

  Acolyte Lector Greeter 

8:15 Amy Amadee Carl Smith Jennifer Gundlach 

10:00 Jeff Hartzell Sonya Winters Gayle Gundlach 

Counters: Kathy McRandal and Lil Bachman 

      

29-Aug 
Communion 

  Acolyte Communion Asst. Greeter 

8:15 Dave Fugate Dave Fugate Audrey Lott 

10:00 Kelly Weston  Kelly Weston  Judy Franke 

Counters: Jeff Hartzell and Bill Gordon 

    

August Altar Guild 

8:15 Shirey Ekas and Linda Heade 

10:00 Lynn Fox and Donna Bowman 


