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LENT 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of a period of renewal – a time in 

which Christians consider the meaning of their Baptism into Christ and 

His Church.  During this season of Lent, we are called “to return to the 

Lord with all our heart.”  One of the most important ways to observe this 

holy season is to worship on both the Lord’s Day and the Wednesday 

Community Lenten Services sponsored by the Sarver/Saxonburg CLN.  

Another way of keeping Lent is to spend increased time daily in prayer, 

meditation, and Bible study, reflecting on the Passion and Death of our 

Lord Jesus.  May this Season of Lent be, for you, a time of renewal and 

spiritual refreshment, a time to walk more closely with Almighty God, our 

Creator.  
 

ASH WEDNESDAY LITURGY 

 

PRELUDE  

12:00 Come to Calvary's Holy Mountain  

-- arr. Michael Burkhardt 
7:00 My Heart is Filled With Longing  

-- Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

INVOCATION 
 

PRAYER 
 

PREPARE FOR CONFESSION 

 

PSALM          Psalm 51 
 

THE CONFESSION (Please kneel) 

  

L: Most holy and merciful God, 

C: we confess to you and to one another, 

and before the whole company of heaven, 

that we have sinned by our fault, 

by our own fault, 

by our own most grievous fault, 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
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L: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and 

strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 

L: We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served 

us. We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have 

grieved your Holy Spirit. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 

L: Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and 

apathy that have infected our lives, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 

L: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation 

of other people, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 

L: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to 

share the faith that is in us, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 

L: Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our 

indifference to injustice and cruelty, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 

L: Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our 

neighbors, and our prejudice and contempt toward those who 

differ from us, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 

L: Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of 

concern for those who come after us, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 

L: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 

C: Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
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HYMN:    Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling (ELW 608) 

 

THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES (Please be seated) 

Those who desire to receive ashes as a sign of their repentance may come forward 

to the altar.  Upon being marked with the sign of the cross, please return to your 

pew, not remaining for a dismissal. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC (During distribution of ashes)    
12:00   We Rise Again from Ashes  – Tom Conry 

7:00   Restore in Us, O God – Daw/Hopson  

 

P: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 

C: that we may show forth your glory in the world. 

 

P: By the Cross and Passion of your Son, our Lord, 

C: bring us with all your saints to the joy of His resurrection. 

 

P: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not 

desire the death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from 

their wickedness and live.  Therefore, we implore Him to grant 

us true repentance and his Holy Spirit, that those things may 

please Him which we do on this day, that the rest of our life 

may be pure and holy, and that at the last we may come to His 

eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 

for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins.  To 

those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to 

become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 

Spirit.  

C: Amen 

 

HYMN:  Baptized and Set Free (ELW 453) 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 6: 1–6, 16–21 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 6. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1"Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen 

by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

 2"So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, 

as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that 

they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 

their reward.  3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand 

know what your right hand is doing,  4so that your alms may be 

done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 5"And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they 

love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, 

so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 

received their reward.  6But whenever you pray, go into your room 

and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and 

your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  

 16"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, 

for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are 

fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.  17But 

when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face,  18so that 

your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is 

in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  

19"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 

and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal;  20but store 
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up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.  21For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Today’s readings: Joel 2: 12-19, 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10) 

 

7:00 KINGS KIDZ 
(Children ages 5 to 4th grade – enjoy hearing the daily lesson in “kid’s terms.”) 

SERMON  

SERMON HYMN 

12:00 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed (ELW 337) 

7:00  Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
L: Lord, in your mercy.  

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY  

12:00  We Rise Again from Ashes  – Tom Conry 

7:00 Create in Me a Clean Heart - Schalk 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

C: Ashes mark our foreheads, dust, our brows.  And with that 

ashen cross we receive from you, O God, a reminder and a 

curse.  Dust is our origin, and dust, our end.  Remind us that 

we are dust, and, when reminded, lead us to remember that 

most wonderful miracle – that in your hands, dust lives!  

Accept these gifts that are a reflection of our hearts and lives 

that we bring to you.  We pray this through Christ, our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 



7 

 

PREFACE  
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 



8 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
L: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

C: Amen 
 

COMMUNION (Please be seated) 

 As Lutheran Christians, we believe Christ is truly present within 

our gathering and the taking of bread and wine for forgiveness, 

life and salvation.  On behalf of Christ, we invite all who are 

baptized and believe in Jesus Christ to join us in His Holy Supper.  

Children who have not made their First Communion may be 

brought forward to the Altar for a blessing. 
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COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God (ELW 336) 

 

SONG DURING COMMUNION  

12:00 The Summons – Scottish Traditional 

7:00 Only by Grace 

 

Only by grace can we enter, only be grace can we stand; 

Not by our human endeavor, but by the blood of the Lamb. 

Into your presence you call us, you call us to come. 

Into your presence you draw us, and now by your grace we come, 

Now by your grace we come. 

 

Lord, if you mark our transgressions, who would stand? 

Thanks to your grace we are cleansed by the blood of the Lamb. 

 

Only by grace can we enter, only be grace can we stand; 

Not by our human endeavor, but by the blood of the Lamb. 

Into your presence you call us, you call us to come. 

Into your presence you draw us, and now by your grace we come, 

Now by your grace we come. 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Almighty God, You provide the True Bread from Heaven, your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Grant that we who have received 

the Sacrament of His body and blood may abide in Him and He 

in us, that we may be filled with the power of His endless life, 

now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 
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BLESSING 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace, 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG  Abide with Me (ELW 629) 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  

12:00 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded  

-- arr. Michael Burkhardt 

7:00 Basse et Dessus de Trompette  

-- Louis-Nicolas Clerambault 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME! 

We are so excited that you have joined us today.  You are 

important to our church family.  Please complete the orange 

connect card in the pew before you leave worship this day. If you 

need to speak with a pastor or pastoral leader, please call the 

church office at 724-352-2333. 
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Today’s Worship Team 

Ash Wednesday 12:00 Noon 7:00 pm 

Assisting Minister Cathy Boyd Jeannine Sanford 

Greeters Dave and Judy 

Gundlach 

Rachel Steiner and 

Doris Herceg 

Ushers Dave and Judy 

Gundlach 

Cindy Bearrow 

Altar Guild Shannon Miller Jackie Bice 

Offering Counters Jackie Bice and Bob Bicker 

 
 
CHURCH STAFF 

 
Rev. Brian Shirey, 

Interim 

Office 

Cell 

724-352-2333 

412-916-0122 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of Pastoral 

Care & Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Shannon Miller Office Manager 724-352-2333 

Holly Puett Director of Music 724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Ellen Dodge Assistant Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall Sexton 724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 

Dori Shearer Nursery Assistant 724-352-2333 
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