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Sunday, April 25, 2021 
8:15 and 10:45 am  
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 

PRELUDE Just a Closer Walk with Thee  
– Traditional American Spiritual/Hyzer 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

L:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
L:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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L:  Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name.  Amen. 

L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was 

given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of 

the church of Christ and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG 

 
 

GREETING 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L: Let us pray.    
C: O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you 

seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed 

us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we 
shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 

FIRST READING:    Acts 4: 1-12 
L:  The first reading is from the book of Acts, the 4th 

chapter. 

1 The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the 

Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were 
speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed 

because the apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming 
in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3 They seized Peter 

and John and, because it was evening, they put them in jail 
until the next day. 4 But many who heard the message 

believed; so the number of men who believed grew to about 
five thousand. 

5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the 
law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was there, 

and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the 
high priest’s family. 7 They had Peter and John brought 
before them and began to question them: “By what power 

or what name did you do this?” 

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: 

“Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If we are being called to 
account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who 

was lame and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then 
know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the 

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but 
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whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands 
before you healed. 11 Jesus is 

“‘the stone you builders rejected, 
    which has become the cornerstone.’ 

12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be 

saved.” 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 23 
L:  Please let us read responsively Psalm 23. 
 

1 The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 

2     He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
he leads me beside quiet waters, 

3     he refreshes my soul. 
He guides me along the right paths 

    for his name’s sake. 

4 Even though I walk 

    through the darkest valley, 
I will fear no evil, 

    for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, 

    they comfort me. 

5 You prepare a table before me 

    in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; 

    my cup overflows. 

6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me 
    all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
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SECOND READING:  1 John 3: 16-24 

L:  The second reading is from First John, the 3rd chapter. 

16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down 

his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our 
brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions 
and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on 

them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear 
children, let us not love with words or speech but with 

actions and in truth. 

19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how 

we set our hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If our hearts 
condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, 

and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do 
not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and 

receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his 
commands and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his 

command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, 
and to love one another as he commanded us. 24 The one 

who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. 
And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by 

the Spirit he gave us. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  The Reason We Sing 

- Tunney & Tunney 

- Peggy Crawford, Solo 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL:   John 10: 11-18  
L:    The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 10th chapter. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and 

does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he 
abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the 
flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a 

hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 

14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep 

know me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other 
sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. 

They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock 
and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I 

lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it 
from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority 
to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command 

I received from my Father.” 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven,  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the  
 dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen.   
 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
L: Lord in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

P:  Lord remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us  
to pray. 

 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 
BLESSING 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  
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SENDING SONG  (vs 1-4) 
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DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE   They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love 
– Scholtes/Hayes 

 
 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 
Fifth Sunday of Easter  

Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 150, 1 John 4:1-21, John 15:1-8 

 

THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 

 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

LECTOR Dave Fugate  Dick Beatty 

GREETER Linda Heade  Gayle Gundlach 

OFFERING COUNTERS Donna Shipe and Dave Fugate 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
 

David Gallagher 25-Apr 

Kamryn Burtner  25-Apr 

Hannah Volchko 26-Apr 

Leroy Renfrew 1-May 

Lisa Ryder  1-May 

 
 

John and Ruth Markwell 
27-Apr 

 
David and Kathleen McRandal 

1-May 

 
James and Audrey Lott 

1-May 
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2021 Altar Flowers 
 

As we continue to worship in Centennial Hall, 
we will have one bouquet of fresh flowers 

placed on the altar each Sunday at a cost is 
$25.00. 
Once we move back to the sanctuary we will 

resume having 2 bouquets at a cost of $40.00. 

To reserve a Sunday sign up on stlks.com or on 

the 2021 Flower Chart on the table in the 
entry.   

When signing up online, please select a date and complete the 

dedication section at the bottom of the page as you 
would like to see it appear in the bulletin. 

Flower donations can be placed in the offering plate (labeled 
as such) or sent via mail to the office; PO Box 187, Saxonburg 
16056. 

 

The May edition of The Angel newsletter is 

available on St. Luke’s website (stlks.com).  
Hardcopies are located on the table outside 
the hall.  Please pick one up.  Newsletters 

are still mailed to our homebound and those who have 
requested a copy.  If you or someone you know would like to 

receive a copy in the mail or if you would like removed from 
the mailing list, please let the office know.  Deadline for article 
submission for the June edition is May 17th. 
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Return to the Sanctuary Survey 
 

Church Council is conducting a “return to the church 

sanctuary” survey.  Surveys can be found: 

 

 At worship on Sunday 

 On stlks.com (submit either online or print and 

send to the church) 

 Call the church office (724-352-2333) to have one 

sent directly to you 

 

Deadline for survey submittal is May 3, 2021.  Your responses to the 

survey are confidential and will not be shared with your name 

attached.  

 

Surveys can be submitted at worship, dropped off at the  

office or in the drop box outside Centennial Hall, emailed 

(stlukessaxonburg@gmail.com) or mailed (PO Box 187  

Saxonburg PA 16056). 

 
 
 

Prayer is powerful! 
Prayer is a vital piece of the Christian faith.  Together 

we lift up each other’s needs and ask God to 

intercede.  

 

Have a prayer request? Prayer requests can be made at 

Sunday worship or through the church office (724-352-2333),  

Judy Gundlach (724-352-3543), or stlks.com/prayer.  Requests will 

be added to the weekly prayer list and on the prayer chain (if you 

desire). 

 

Would you like to pray for others?  The prayer chain 

receives prayer requests via email, phone, or text.  If you would like 

to be part of this wonderful ministry please contact Judy Gundlach or 

the church office. Just let us know how you would like to receive the 

requests.   
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OUR JOYS, PRAYERS, CARES AND CONCERNS 
 

Praise and Thanksgiving: for many answered prayers (Steven’s continued 

recovery from leg reconstruction surgery); for our Good Shepherd, Jesus, 
who leads us, protects us, and continues to call each of us by name to come 
to him.   

 
Healing, Cares & Concerns:  
Jennifer (advanced cancer), 
Cody Johnston (metastasized cancer), 
Sally Paulson (broken hip) 
Roger Walker (chemo, lymphoma) Wendy Mendenhall's dad,  

Joshua Harper (brain aneurysm),  
Sonya Winters (chemo, breast cancer),  
Nancy Stanley (fall, broken leg & wrist), 

Jean Brackett (Ronna Drennen’s mom), 
Nancy Daum (pneumonia),  
Cindy Wills (tests), 
Carol Neubert (health issues), 

Patty (cancer), 
Nancy Keener (COVID), 
Cathy Boyer (hospital), Doris Herceg's niece, 
Sister Susan Merree (ICU, blood clots) 
Marcey Shipe (cancer returned, chemo) 
Jim (ruptured knee cyst, swelling & pain) 
Liz Gordon, (esophogeal biopsy, healing) 

Justin Kovach (burn unit) 

Rudy Haponski (COVID) 
Jim Humes (cancer) 
Rochelle Harbison (cancer) 
Ann (stage 4 stomach cancer, surgery) 
Mary Deems (stage 1 cancer) 

Tracy Ty (Mary’s sister, heart attack) 
Velma Boltz (possible mini stroke/tests) 
 
Weekly Schools: Seneca Valley Schools & Scottsdale Community College 
 
Weekly NALC Church: Mt. Union Lutheran, Shelocta, PA, Rev. Joyce Dix-
Weiers;  St. Luke’s ministry, and our call committee members as they 

prayerfully seek God’s choice for a new pastor. 
 
Bereaved:  Families of Loyal Burr (Jodie Volchko’s dad), Bob Ross, Jr, Edna 
Weckerly, Eugene E. Cecchetti, Mary Ann Hussar 
 
Monthly Mission:  Samaritan Counseling Center 


