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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

724-352-2333 

Stlks.com 

 

Sunday, April 23, 2017  
Second Sunday of Easter 
10:45 

 

PRELUDE ST. LUKE’S HANDBELL CHOIR 

 

Amazing Grace – arr. Patricia Sanders Cota 

Simple Gifts – arr. Patricia Sanders Cota 

As the Deer – Martin Nystrom arr. Patricia Cota 

  

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 
 

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 

and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
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Please kneel for silent self-reflection 

 

L: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen 
 

L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 

for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those 

who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the 

children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

GATHERING SONG   

Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain (ELW 363) 

 

GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

C: Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who 

believe and the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not 

seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s 

blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 5: 29-42 

L: A reading from chapter five of the book of Acts. 

29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather 

than any human authority. 30 The God of our ancestors raised up 
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Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God 

exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might 

give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are 

witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has 

given to those who obey him.” 

33 When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill 

them. 34 But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of 

the law, respected by all the people, stood up and ordered the men 

to be put outside for a short time. 35 Then he said to them, “Fellow 

Israelites, consider carefully what you propose to do to these men. 
36 For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, 

and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him; but he was 

killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and disappeared. 
37 After him Judas the Galilean rose up at the time of the census 

and got people to follow him; he also perished, and all who 

followed him were scattered. 38 So in the present case, I tell you, 

keep away from these men and let them alone; because if this plan 

or this undertaking is of human origin, it will fail; 39 but if it is of 

God, you will not be able to overthrow them—in that case you 

may even be found fighting against God!” 

They were convinced by him, 40 and when they had called in the 

apostles, they had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to 

speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 As they left the 

council, they rejoiced that they were considered worthy to suffer 

dishonor for the sake of the name. 42 And every day in the temple 

and at home they did not cease to teach and proclaim Jesus as the 

Messiah. 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9 

 

L: A reading from chapter one of First Peter. 

 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his 

great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through 
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the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an 

inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 

heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the power of God 

through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to 

suffer various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your faith—being 

more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—

may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus 

Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love him; 

and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and 

rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are 

receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 

KING'S KIDZ (JR. CHURCH AGES 5 TO 4TH GRADE) 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 

L: The holy gospel according to Saint John, chapter 20. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and 

the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for 

fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his 

hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 

has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed 

on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 

sins of any, they are retained.” 

 

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, 

was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told 

him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see 

the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and 

Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he 

said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 
28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to 

him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

 

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 

disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written 

so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 

of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

L: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less (ELW 597) vs 1 & 4 

 

HOLY BAPTISM 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

 and born of the Virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven,  

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic Church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

THE BAPTISM OF Sadie Ellyn Lunn 

 Daughter of Christopher and Kim Lunn 

 

ACCLAMATION 
(After baptism) 

C: Blessed be God, 

 The source of all life, 

 The word of Salvation, 

 The Spirit of mercy. 
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WELCOME & REJOICING WITH THE FAMILY OF GOD 

 

Hymn: Baptized and Set Free  (ELW 453) 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY 

We Walk By Faith - Costello  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

C: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day 

by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to 

new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to 

praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  Hear our prayer. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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BLESSING 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG   Thine is the Glory (ELW 376) 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

For the season of Easter, the candles will be extinguished during 

the postlude. Our service during the Easter season ends, rather 

than with silent meditation, movement outward toward our 

neighbor in the pew and out into the day the lord has given us. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment. 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK (Acts 2:14a, 36-41, Psalm 

116:1-14, 1 Peter 1:17-25, Luke 24:13-35) 

 

Attendance on Sunday, April 16, 2017 
8:15         72  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

9:30    310 West Main Street 

10:45  95  Saxonburg, PA 16056 724-352-2333 

Nursery      7  stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

Kings Kids    

Total  174 

 

 
 

mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net
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THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Krystle Ekas and 

Jinelle Yohe 

Eli Keller and Molly 

Begeman 

ALTAR GUILD     

GREETERS Dave and Judy 

Gundlach 

Gayle Gundlach and 

Bill Sweeney 

LECTOR/ASST. 

MIN 

Carl Smith Doris Herceg 

OFFER. 

COUNTERS 

Jeff Hartzell and Bill Gordon 

USHERS Kathy McRandal 

and Ruth Markwell 

John and Kelly Weston 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Reverend Roger G. Keller Pastor 724-352-2333 

Pastor Keller’s Cell 724-713-0549 

Pastor Keller’s Home   724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of 

Pastoral Care & 

Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Chris Savannah Director of Music 

Ministry 

Office Manager 

724-282-8044 

724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall 

Sexton 

724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 
   Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003330. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved. 
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