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Thinking about Easter
During Lent we have been talking a lot about the cross.
This is a fitting prelude to Easter. The cross forces upon us
the true meaning of Easter. Easter is not about the reawakening of what has been dormant or asleep. It is not about the
moving from one phase to another like an egg becoming a
chick. Easter is about life where there was death. In other
words, Easter is about life when reality says there is no life!
Easter is not just a victory. Easter is the ultimate victory.
Easter is Christ’s victory over what pretends to be reality, but
is not God’s reality. Even death is not stronger than God’s
will.
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Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday
8:30 - 2:30

Let us live in the Easter reality. Jesus said, “If any
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my
sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?” (Matthew 16:24-26) Often we are trying
so hard to hold on to the things and values of this world that
our lives have no room for the things and values of God. To
let go of this world‘s things and values and to embrace the
things and values of God is to take up our cross. It is only as
we embrace the things and values of God that we live in God’s
reality.

Sunday Worship Times
8:15 and 10:45

What does this mean for our daily life? All that we say
and do flows from the will. Our will is broken by sin and all of
life is either a struggle against that sin, or a surrender to it.
To take up the cross is to struggle. Being human, we often
fail in this struggle. But God’s grace joins us to Christ’s Easter
victory. Our baptism is a visible sign from God of this joining.
The way we live our lives is a visible sign from us of this joining.
Let us live in the Easter victory. May God bless you
with new birth in your hearts and lives this Easter.
God bless you,

SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST





Reverend Brian Shirey, Interim Pastor
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Council Communique

And when you turn to the
right or when you turn to
the left, your ears shall hear
a word behind you, saying,
“This is the way; walk in it.”
Isaiah 30:21

Church Staff & Leaders
Rev. Brian Shirey,
Interim Pastor
412-916-0122
bfshirey@gmail.com
Jeannine Sanford, AiM
724-594-5533
sanfordjeannine@hotmail.com
Music Department

Holly Puett, Music Director
Cortney Christoforetti, Organist
Ellen Dodge, Assistant Organist

Sextons

Linda Heade, Centennial Hall
Bobbie Shearer, Church
Marge Kollinger,
Parish Coordinator
724-822-7760
margiek@zoominternet.net
Shannon Miller, Office Manager
724-352-2333
stlukessaxonburg@gmail.com

Church Council

Bill Gordon (V.P.),
Barb Reuning (Treasurer),
Judy Moser (Secretary)
Amy Amadee, Cindy Bearrow, Ron
Boltz, Carl Bowman, Dave Fugate,
Adam Hartzell, Cindy Bearrow, Ron
Boltz, Carl Bowman, David McRandal,
Jeff Hartzell, Rachel Steiner

While much of the world was still
cursing the darkness of the pandemic,
council heard how St. Luke’s continued to seek the Light and shine it
through our ministries in this new
year. Our staff, leadership and volunteers found new ways to share our
faith to keep us connected. They
planned Ash Wednesday services and
Lenten projects. Kids received Lenten
activity books, flash cards during
Lent, and books for Easter. Details
were emailed, mailed and posted to
the web site.
Kelly Weston reported our livestreamed worship had almost 700
views October-January, on our web
page, YouTube, and Facebook. Some
were texted the URLs that had been
shared with others.
In January, we adapted our annual
meeting plans to add electronic access so more people could participate
safely. In February, we evaluated our
first electronic meeting to resolve any
technical issues people had. Bill Gordon, Kelly Weston, and Dave Fugate
will try to remedy them for use at
future meetings. Members also addressed issues of electronic and telephonic voting, and how to record
them.
Council reorganized following the
annual meeting in January. This year
we bid adieu and thanks Amy Montag
Smith and Kelly Weston who faithfully
served us for six years. We also
thanked Barb Reuning for agreeing to
serve another year, and welcomed
Dave Fugate who was elected to a
new term. Council elected officers for
2021 with Bill Gordon re-elected vice
president, Barb Reuning re-elected
treasurer and Judy Moser re-elected
secretary.
Property Ministry has been kept
quite busy with roof problems, including water leaks, ice buildup, decayed
paper underlay, and gutter problems.
Thanks to Carl Bowman for getting
Ulisky Roofing to replace some slate
tiles at a great price and with a guarantee! The roofer suggested we investigate warming panels to avoid ice
buildup, but council decided to have a
task force study the roof condition to
determine whether it was more cost
effective to continue fixing or to replace it. To fix the basement water
issue, the roofer suggested repairing
the original gutters because they had
been handcrafted.
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The sidewalk between the Hattie
Cooper Room and parking lot has a
dark area that needs to be better
illuminated to avoid falls, so Property
will be looking to make the light shine
on that area.
The stone sealer was peeling just
inside the threshold of the front
church door, so Jeff and Adam Hartzell volunteered to take care of that.
Thank you, Jeff and Adam.
Amy Amadee placed St. Luke’s
back on the NALC list, and all committee members agreed to continue to
serve. They already had some new
profiles to review, so they will be
meeting again soon. Please continue
to pray for them and for the person
God is preparing to pastor us.
Pastor Shirey shared plans for
Holy Week and Easter with services at
noon and 7pm Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday. Council approved adding an Easter sunrise service in the
Hattie Cooper Room to alleviate larger
crowds at the other services. They
also approved requiring RSVPs and
surveying the congregation for planning and seating set up.
In March, council members approved having Bill Gordon open a
discussion for an Eagle Scout project
that might rejuvenate the basement
office area. We learned the Girl
Scouts have reached their goal of
collecting enough plastic bags to get a
new bench for St. Luke’s. Thanks to
the Scouts and all who helped them
reach their goal.
The local NALC Mid-Northeast Mission District council of pastors was
approved to meet at St. Luke’s in
May.
St. Luke’s has continued to shine
the Light of Christ in this present
darkness by building our faith, instilling hope, and loving each other
through worship, outreach, activities,
and acts of service. The Lord enlightens our own hearts when we let his
light shine in us and through us to
reach others.
Shine, Jesus, Shine!
~ Judy Moser, secretary

St Luke’s Milestones
Prayer
Please continue to pray for:

Birthdays

Jennifer, Steven, Marilyn, Jim
F., Harry Gillman, Delores
Hickey, Liz Gordon, Vicky
Yurga, Ellen Dodge, Jarrod
Candace, Bonnie Gundlach,
Cody Johnston, Edna Mae
Gerner, Leroy Renfrew, Alice
Gordon, Mark Kollinger, Ted
Neill, Finley Stearn, Joshua
Harper, Sarrah, Roger Walker, Kristen, Edna Weckerly,
Pat Rinebolt, Sonya Winters,
Paul Kollinger

April 1 – Kerrin Hay, Jason Perkins
April 3 – Tom Gallagher
April 6 – Matt Christoforetti
April 7 – Charles Bice
April 9 – Alice Gordon, Rachel Steiner
April 10 – Audrey Lott
April 11 – Gayle Gundlach
April 12 – Jean Parsons
April 14 – Linda Heade, Kelly Weston

In Sympathy

April 15 – Chris Lunn

Please remember in your
prayers the family & friends
of:

April 17 – Kathryn Ziegler
April 18 – Ned Ziegler

Virginia Womeldorf, Carrie
Smith, Margot Frederick, Sue
Stewart, David Whitinger

April 22 – Eric Edder, Stefanie Fennell,
Barb Reuning
April 25 – Kamryn Burtner,
David Gallagher
April 26 – Hannah Volchko

Those unable to regularly
worship with us :

Anniversaries

Mary Byers, Fred Crux, Ruth
Cypher, Dorothy Kane, Allen
Knappenberger, Jim
McLafferty, John Nuti, Pat
Ross, Pearl Parnell, Clarence
Wagner, Edna Weckerly, Ned
Ziegler

April 6 - Ned and Kathryn Ziegler
April 18 - Carl and Grace Bracken
April 22 - Robert and Theresa Bicker
April 27 - John and Ruth Markwell

Attendance & Finances
By The Numbers

Feb 2021

Avg. Attendance: 8:15

25

Avg. Attendance: 10:45

22
Contact:

Monthly Income

$11,818

Monthly Expense

$12,544

Monthly Difference

$-726

Year-to-Date Income

$29,583

Year-to-Date Expense

$24,143

Year-to-Date Difference

$+5,440
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Judy Gundlach, Prayer Chain
724-352-3543
Submit a request online:
stlks.com/prayer
Contact the office:
stlukessaxonburg@gmail.com
724-352-2333

Services will be held in-person (in Centennial Hall) and also livestreamed on
our YouTube channel for those who are attending from home. If anyone would
like to stop by the church to pick up communion kits for any service, the office
is open Monday – Thursday from 8:30 – 2:30.

Palm Sunday
March 28, 2021
8:15 am (in-person) and 10:45 am (in-person and livestream)
Join us in-person (both 8:15 and 10:45 am) or online (10:45 am only)
for the celebration of Palm Sunday, when we celebrate the triumphal entry of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem, the week before his death and resurrection. Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, which concludes on Easter Sunday. Special music by the bell choir at both services.

Maundy Thursday
April 1, 2021
Noon and 7:00 pm
Join us in-person (both noon and 7:00 pm) or online (7:00 pm only)
Maundy Thursday as we remember the Last Supper when Jesus shared
the Passover meal with his disciples on the night before he was crucified.
The altar will be stripped after the 7:00 pm service, which symbolizes the
abandonment of Jesus by his disciples and the stripping of Jesus by the
soldiers before his crucifixion.

Good Friday
April 2, 2021
Noon and 7:00 pm
Join us in-person (both noon and 7:00 pm) or online (7:00 pm only) for
Good Friday as we commemorate the day that Jesus died on the cross for
all of our sins.

Easter Day
April 4, 2021
6:45 am, 8:15 am and 10:45 am
Join us in-person (6:45 am, 8:15 am or 10:45 am) or online (10:45 am
only) Easter Sunday morning at a service of joyful celebration of Jesus’
resurrection. Worship will be held in Centennial Hall and a RSVP is required, so proper precautions can be taken to prevent the spread of
COVID-19. Please contact the church office (724-352-2333 or
stlukessaxonburg@gmail.com), complete the RSVP form in your bulletin,
or complete a RSVP form online (stlks.com).
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Campus Cleanup
Campus cleanup normally scheduled for April is postponed. We
look forward to sprucing up the facilities when we are ready to
resume worship in the Church. The campus gardens looked
beautiful last summer, thank you to all who tended them.
Let’s hope for warm weather so everyone can get a jump on their
gardens.

St. Luke’s Online
Did you know that you can watch Sunday worship on your computer?
Join us each Sunday at 10:45 am on our YouTube Channel or watch
the service at a later
time.
Where to find everything
you need?

stlks.com
The links for YouTube,
weekly bulletin or past
worship services are located in the quick links
section.

Samaritan Counseling Center
The Samaritan Counseling Center of Western PA is the highlighted
ministry for mission support giving in April. Since 1982, the Samaritan mission is to empower those served to gain hope healing and
the ability to move forward in their lives. The center is an ecumenical, non-profit organization providing psychological counseling and
educational programs using the resources of faith. Its core values
are faith, holistic wellness, community, charity, hope, and healing,
excellence and integrity. It provides individual, child/adolescent and
family counseling to people of all or no religious background. They
offer anger management, spiritual direction, educational programs,
supportive groups and congregational care. There are 12 offices
throughout the Pittsburgh area including two locations in Butler.
The center and professional staff are fully accredited and licensed.
The Rev. Graham Standish, executive director, participates in the
Christian Leadership Network.
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APRIL AT A GLANCE
Sundays - W orship at
8:15 am and 10:45 am
with communion at the 1st,
3rd and 5th Sundays

Apr. 1

Apr. 2
April 1 - M aundy Thursday Services at noon and
7:00 pm

April 12 - Church Council
Meeting 6:30 pm
April 22 - Earth Day

Greeter

Counters

Dave Fugate

Marge Kollinger

7:00

Dick Beatty

Rachel Steiner

Jackie Bice and
Bob Bicker

noon

Peggy Crawford

Marge Kollinger

7:00

Lil Bachman

8:15

Cathy Boyd

Audrey Lott and
Kathy McRandal

10:45

Kelly Weston

Lisa Brunner and
Cindy Bearrow

8:15

Jeff Markwell

Judy Gundlach

10:45

Cindy Bearrow

Cindy Bearrow

8:15

Amy Montag Smith

Ruth Richards

Apr. 4

April 2 - Good Friday Services noon at and 7:00 pm
April 4 - Easter Sunday
Communion Services at
6:45, 8:15, and 10:45 am

Lector
noon

Apr. 11

Apr. 18

Apr. 25

10:45

Susan Beatty

8:15

Dave Fugate

Linda Heade

10:45

Dick Beatty

Gayle Gundlach

Donna Shipe and
David Fugate
Kathy McRandal
and
Lil Bachman
Jeff Hartzell and
Bill Gordon
Jackie Bice and
Bob Bicker
Donna Shipe and
David Fugate

Holy Hilarity!
More churches lately have been resurrecting (pardon the pun!) the early-church tradition of celebrating the second Sunday of Easter as Holy Humor Sunday, affirming the season’s joy. Need some
jokes for April 11? Try these:
What should you do after eating so many Easter treats?
Eggs-ercise!
Why shouldn’t you tell an Easter egg a joke? It might crack up!

Pastor Shirey and Church,
Thank you very much for all the kind words and the poinsettia for
Beryl Mottern and all the prayers.
The Mottern Family

Thank you!
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church raised $1070 and 94 food items.
Thanks to your efforts this year, more dollars have been raised,
more lives have been changed and the nation has seen the impact
of people working together to help those in need. Thank you for
working to transform the time around the Super Bowl into the nation’s largest celebration of giving and servicing.
Alison Reese,
Executive Director Souper Bowl of Caring
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