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Maundy Thursday Liturgy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday is an English form of the Latin word for 

commandment.  The overarching theme of the day is Jesus’ new 

commandment to “love one another even as I have loved you,” a 

love sharply focused by the contrast of the betrayal which 

followed.  Jesus’ love is demonstrated both in his example of 

servanthood and in his gift of himself in Holy Communion. 
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310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

 

Thursday, April 18, 2019 

Maundy Thursday 

Holy Communion 
 

PRELUDE: Before the Throne of God Above - Cook 

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

GATHERING HYMN: What Wondrous Love Is This 

(ELW 666) 

 

FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1–4[5–10] 11–14 

L: A reading from chapter 12 of the book of Exodus. 

 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt:  2This 

month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the 

first month of the year for you.  3Tell the whole congregation of 

Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for 

each family, a lamb for each household.  4If a household is too 

small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in 

obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the 

number of people who eat of it.  5Your lamb shall be without 

blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from 

the goats.  6You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; 

then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it 

at twilight.  7They shall take some of the blood and put it on the 

two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.  
8They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted 

over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.  9Do not eat 

any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its 

head, legs, and inner organs.  10You shall let none of it remain until 

the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall 

burn.  11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals 
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on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it 

hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD.  12For I will pass through 

the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn 

in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the 

gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD.  13The 

blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I 

see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you 

when I strike the land of Egypt. 

  14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You 

shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your 

generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC:  How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 

- Townend 

 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 11: 23–26 

L A reading from chapter 11 of Paul’s first letter to the 

Corinthians. 

 
23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that 

the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of 

bread,  24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This 

is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me."  25In 

the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me."  26For as often as you eat this bread and 

drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

  

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN: I Remember You – Hays 

I take this bread, broken for me, 

And I thank You, Lord, for all You've done. 

I take this cup, spilled from Your side; 

You took my shame, You called my name: 

So today I remember You. 

 

(refrain) 

I remember Your sacrifice, 

How You paid the price that I should have paid. 

I remember how you gave Your life: 

How You died for me, there crucified for me, 

That day on Calvary. 

 

GOSPEL: John 13: 1–17, 31b–35 

L The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, chapter 13. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour 

had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having 

loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.  
2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon 

Iscariot to betray him. And during supper  3Jesus, knowing that the 

Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come 

from God and was going to God,  4got up from the table, took off 

his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.  5Then he poured 

water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe 

them with the towel that was tied around him.  6He came to Simon 

Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?"  
7Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later 

you will understand."  8Peter said to him, "You will never wash my 

feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with 

me."  9Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also 

my hands and my head!"  10Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed 

does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. 

And you are clean, though not all of you."  11For he knew who was 

to betray him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean." 
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  12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and 

had returned to the table, he said to them, "Do you know what I 

have done to you?  13You call me Teacher and Lord — and you are 

right, for that is what I am.  14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 

washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.  15For 

I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done 

to you.  16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their 

master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them.  
17If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  
31b"Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 

glorified in him.  32If God has been glorified in him, God will also 

glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.  33Little 

children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 

and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, 

you cannot come.'  34I give you a new commandment, that you 

love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love 

one another.  35By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another." 

  

L The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

THE MESSAGE 

 

HYMN: We Are Called (ELW 720)  

 

THE CONFESSION 

L:  Please join me for silent confession. 

 (This Lenten Season, beginning with Ash Wednesday, has been 

a time of examining our conscience and being honest with God 

and one another.  Tonight is Holy Thursday a time to make our 

final Lenten confession and to focus on the forgiveness given to 

us by Jesus.) 

 

L: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
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our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 

the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

L: Colossians 1:14:  in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 

of sins. 

Romans 5:1: Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Galatians 2:20: and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who 

lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 

the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

Ephesians 1:7: In him we have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 

grace. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

C: Amen 

 

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus 

gave us a new commandment, to love one another as he loves us. 

Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to 

serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE FOOT WASHING 

Children are invited to come forward for the “Foot Washing.” 
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HYMNS: 

Sanctuary 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 

Pure and holy, tried and true; 

With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 

Sanctuary for You. 

(repeat) 

 

They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord. 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord. 

And we pray that all unity may one day be restored. 

And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand. 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand. 

And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land. 

And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

We will work with each other, we will work side by side. 

We will work with each other, we will work side by side. 

And we’ll guard each man’s dignity and save each man’s pride. 

And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

L: Lord, in your mercy.  

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY  El Shaddai – Card  

 



7 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A Let us pray. 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with 

words of grace and life.  Bless us and these your gifts, which we 

receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

 forever and ever. Amen 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C Amen 

 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

As Lutheran Christians, we believe Christ is truly present within 

our gathering and the taking of bread and wine for forgiveness, life 

and salvation.  On behalf of Christ, we invite all who are baptized 

and believe in Jesus Christ to join us in His Holy Supper.  Children 

or adults who have not made their First Communion may be 

brought forward to the Altar for a blessing. 

 

SONGS DURING COMMUNION  

Here is Bread (ELW 483) 

Lamb of God (ELW 336) 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

L Let us pray. 

L Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of 

heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be 

hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the 

song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 

 

THE EXTINGUISHING OF THE CANDLES 

 

THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR  Please kneel as able. 

Stripping the altar is symbolic of Jesus’ humiliation at the hands of 

the soldiers.  As the altar is stripped and set again with black 

paraments, Psalm 22 will be read from the balcony. 

 

There is no benediction or postlude.  All leave the church in 

silence as the pastor leaves the chancel.  Our worship service 

continues tomorrow.  On Good Friday, when we contemplate the 

last seven words of our savior in the Tenebrae of Good Friday at 

7:00 p.m. 

 



10 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME on this Anniversary of our Lord’s 

Institution of the Sacrament of the Altar.  If you have no 

permanent church home in this community, you are most welcome 

in this congregation.  Pastor Keller will be happy to meet with you.  

May God richly bless you and yours on this most holy night! 

 

Guitar: 

Evan Weston  

 

Vocalists: 

Allison Cannon  Sarah Edder 

Jeannine Sanford  Dori Shearer  

Rachel Steiner   

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Reverend  

Roger G. Keller 

Church 724-352-2333 

Cell 724-713-0549 

Home 724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of Pastoral 

Care & Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Shannon Miller Office Manager 724-352-2333 

Holly Puett Director of Music 724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Ellen Dodge Assistant Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall Sexton 724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Abby Fields Nursery 724-352-2333 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 
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