
 

1     Oct. 2019 

Council Communique` 
“He changes the seasons and guides history, He rais-
es up kings and also brings them down, he provides 
both intelligence and discernment.” 

~Daniel 2:21 (MSG)  

 

     Changing seasons is a well-known phenomenon in 
western Pennsylvania.  While we rejoice for winter’s cold 
changing to the warmth and beauty of spring, we are often 
quick to grumble when the sunshine and beauty of late 
summer and harvest turn to the cold dampness of fall.  
God’s Word reminds us of His purpose in those changing 
seasons: that there can be no new life, growth without the 
preparation and resting seasons.  

 

     We are entering into a season of preparation and 
waiting, but we are not resting!  We are preparing, listen-
ing, and discerning where the Lord is leading us to new 
life and growth. To begin, council promulgated a list of at 
least 12+ members attempting to get a good cross-section 
of our church family.  There were several more people 
nominated, but some were unable to serve due to work 
commitments, etc. The official call committee is com-
prised of Rachel Steiner, Amy Amadee, Kim Lunn, Sue 
Beatty, Bill Gordon, Ronna Drennen, and Cristie Crytzer.  
Dave Fugate will meet with them to help them connect 
with Pastor Wendel of the NALC who will guide them 
through the process with the help of the NALC. 

 

     Under Unfinished Business, Dave Fugate updated 
members on the progress of our Capital Campaign to fund 
the emergency repairs that had to be made as well as those 
crucial things that also need to be repaired or replaced. 
Those that are most crucial are the heating systems, roof 
problems like water leaking into the sanctuary, etc.,.  
Members suggested contacting some local foundations and 
community organizations that use our campus for commu-
nity events via letters personalized to each entity and fol-
lowed up with an offer to meet personally. 

 

     New Business included a request to place a dona-
tion bin on our campus.  While everyone supported the 
entity itself, members voted to deny the bin, because the 
required snow removal for the parking lot behind Centen-
nial Hall would be too expensive.  There are also other 
donation bins in the area.   

  

      Council approved a standard contract for the Inter-
im Pastor as provided by the NALC.  Dave Fugate con-
firmed with Pastor Brian Shirey to ensure the terms are 
those to which he had agreed.  The contract would then be 
signed by Dave Fugate on behalf of St. Luke’s council and  

then forwarded to Pastor Shirey for his signature. Eve-
rything will be signed and sealed prior to his October 
1 starting date.   

 

       Council agreed to keep original October14 and 
November 11 meting dates, although they are both 
Monday holidays and long weekends for many.  

 

  Fellowship Care updated us on our final 
150th Anniversary event. Council approved one com-
bined service at 9:45am for October 6, followed by a 
celebration dinner in Centennial Hall.  It will also be a 
welcome celebration to introduce Pastor Shirey as our 
Interim Pastor until a new pastor is called.  

 

For Property, Marge Kollinger noted she called a 
roofer for slate repairs but he had not called back.  She 
will continue to search for slate roofers to assess our 
continuing roof water problems.  

Dave Fugate also will try Butler Stone Works to 
see if they work with slate.  The replacement of Cen-
tennial Hall basement’s lights and ceiling tiles were 
again tabled until we can get an estimate on the roof.    

 

Barb Reuning reported the Fellowship of Christian 
Stewardship (FCS) fiscal year ended August 31 with 
5% of total investment (over $9000) going into the 
account for distribution to the teen participants. FCS 
and teens together will decide where to put the undis-
tributed portion (possibly $4k-$5k this year).    

 

     As we have been remembering our 150 years 
of shared history over this past year, we’ve heard of 
many seasons of change.  Those changing seasons of 
believers that grew our faith community from 1869 to 
2019 also share with us their examples of faith, de-
pendence on our Heavenly Father.   

 

     The same God who changes the seasons and 
guides history is the one who is leading us to focus on 
our future by growing us in faith and service, resting 
in His presence, listening for His voice, and praying 
for His discernment. Let’s respond to that love by 
committing to worship together and praying for one 
another, our church, our leaders, and Pastor as we 
move forward rejoicing that the Lord has prepared a 
future for us!  

   

~Judy Moser 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/daniel/2-21.html

