
 

1     Nov. 2019 

Council Communique` 
     As we gather together for this season of Thanksgiving, 
we take time to acknowledge the many blessings of faith, 
family and friends, especially here at our church.   

  

     Council, too, is very thankful. We expressed our apprecia-
tion for all those who quietly and joyfully serve the Lord at 
St. Luke’s.  We discussed the need for more volunteers.  We 
continue to pray that more of our church family will become 
involved in the ministry and realize how blessed it is to be 
able to give of their time and talents in any capacity. 

 

     Council approved outsourcing payroll and tax functions to 
D.B. Plaisted & Associates in Butler from Quick Books Pay-
roll that was used for several years. We were especially 
thankful to hear how much better this worked with the new 
provider for a comparable cost. (HINT: there were more than 
a few Halleluiahs heard from our treasurer and bookkeeper, 
Barb Reuning!)     

 

     In response to our continuing need for servers and other 
ministry volunteers, council approved a revised Communion 
schedule for 2020.  Holy Communion will be shared at 
8:15am and 10:45am worship services on the first, third, and 
fifth (when applicable) Sundays as well as any special festi-
val days.  Because we offer 3 services on Christmas Eve and 
have fewer acolytes, we will need adults to help to light the 
center aisle candelabra and other special needs for Christmas 
Eve.  Please contact Marge or the office to see how you can 
help to make these worship services special again this year.   

 

     Under New Business, council approved Fellowship of 
Christian Stewardship’s recommendation to appoint Lisa 
Bruner for a 1-year term on the FCS Board.   

 

     We also discussed that Centennial Hall’s suggested dona-
tion rates have remained unchanged for many, many years 
while costs continue to increase.  After discussing issues and 
concerns, council unanimously agreed to raise the requested 
donation rates to $75 for members; $125 for non-members 
(without kitchen use); and $150 for non-members (with 
kitchen use).  The increases are effective immediately for all 
new contracts going forth. Contracts already signed will not 
be affected.                  

 

     Lutherlyn Winter Youth Retreat (4th -12th grades) will be 
offered an alternative to Youth Quake this year.  By coordi-
nating with FCS, Confirmands, and younger kids, this will be 
an opportunity to help create a bond between the various 
groups. Pastor Shirey graciously offered to be involved with 
this event and our youth.      

 

     Pastor Shirey noted he will try to attend as many upcom-
ing holiday activities as he can and will be off the week be-

tween Christmas and New Year’s.  He will coordinate visita-
tion schedules with Jeannine.  

 

     Dave Fugate reported the Call Committee is underway 
and have elected Bill Gordon as their chairperson and Ronna 
Drennen as secretary.  NALC’s Rev. Wendel will help lead 
them through the process. Dave noted their first assignment 
was to create a profile of what our congregation is looking 
for in a new minister.      

 

     Christian Growth reported Jim Drennen will conduct ush-
er training and create job descriptions.  Outreach & Evange-
lism noted Jeannine and the FISH (Friends In Service to 
Him) Ministry Team will meet to review current and suggest-
ed ministries before making recommendations to council for 
2020 mission giving.    

 

     A “Comfort at Christmas” service will be held December 
11 at 7:30pm. Christmas Carol services will be held during 
December’s monthly worship at Elmcroft and Saxony instead 
of bell choir performances. Please consider giving an hour to 
sing for these residents  

Dec 01 and 08.  The annual Christmas Caroling teams will 
meet for lunch, Caroling December 15 after late service. 
Please sign the list in the Koinonia Café. 

 

     St. Luke’s will be present in the Saxonburg Christmas 
parade with our “150 Years of Walking With Jesus.”  We are 
thankful Adam Hartzell will portray Jesus and others will 
walk/ride to represent our ministry in the community.  In-
stead of passing out our Christmas message and treats on the 
parade route, they will be in the Santa goody bags at the li-
brary and could reach as many as 900 people!  

 

     It’s important for us to give thanks - not because our heav-
enly Father needs to hear our praise, but because being truly 
thankful develops our sense of gratitude and changes our 
hearts.  With thankful hearts, we can now enter the season of 
Advent and joyfully look forward to the birth of Jesus at 
Christmas.   

 

     What can you bring him this year?  Bring him your heart 
and offer your time and talents in thanksgiving for all you 
have received. It will be a real blessing to you and others.   

     

 P.S. Expect to be changed! 

 

~ Judy Moser 

   Secretary 


