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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Saxonburg, PA 

Stlks.com 

 

Sunday, April 09, 2017  
Palm Sunday 
 

PRELUDE Triumphal Entry -- Arr. Eugene Butler 

 

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

ANTHEM  Sing Hosanna to the King – Russell Nagy 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE WORD  

 

Pastor: Your word is a lamp to my feet 

Congregation: and a light to my path. 

 

Pastor: Your word is a lamp to my feet 

Congregation: and I will follow your righteous laws. 

 

Pastor: Your word is a lamp to my feet 

Congregation: and a light to guide me on my journey. 

All: Amen!      - Psalm 119:105 

 

READING: JOHN 12: 12-19 
12 The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard 

that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of 

palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, 

“Hosanna! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord— 

    the King of Israel!” 
14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: 
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15 “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. 

Look, your king is coming, 

    sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 
16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when 

Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had 

been written of him and had been done to him. 17 So the crowd that 

had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and 

raised him from the dead continued to testify. 18 It was also because 

they heard that he had performed this sign that the crowd went to 

meet him. 19 The Pharisees then said to one another, “You see, you 

can do nothing. Look, the world has gone after him!” 

 

HYMN Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (ELW 631) vs 1 & 4 

 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER  

 

L: Let us pray.  

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent 

our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on 

the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your 

will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

HYMN  My Song is Love Unknown  vs 1-2 

 

My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown, that they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I, that for my sake 

My Lord should take frail flesh and die? 

My Lord should take frail flesh and die? 

 

He came from his blest throne, salvation to bestow; 

But men made strange, and none  

the longed-for Christ would know.  

But, oh, my friend, my friend indeed. 

Who at my need his life did spend; 

Who at my need his life did spend! 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 50: 4-9a 

L: A reading from chapter 50 of the book of Isaiah. 

 

 4The Lord GOD has given me 

  the tongue of a teacher, 

 that I may know how to sustain 

  the weary with a word. 

 Morning by morning he wakens— 

  wakens my ear 

  to listen as those who are taught. 

 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

  and I was not rebellious, 

  I did not turn backward. 

 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 

  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

 I did not hide my face 

  from insult and spitting. 

 

 7The Lord GOD helps me; 

  therefore I have not been disgraced; 

 therefore I have set my face like flint, 

  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

  8he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? 

  Let us stand up together. 

 Who are my adversaries? 

  Let them confront me. 

 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

  who will declare me guilty? 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Meditation 
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HYMN  My Song is Love Unknown  vs 3-4 

Sometimes they strew his way and his sweet praises sing; 

Resounding all the day hosannas to their King. 

Then “Crucify!” is all their breath,  

And for his death they thirst and cry. 

And for his death they thirst and cry. 

 

Why, what hath my Lord done?  

What makes this rage and spite? 

He made the lame to run, He gave the blind their sight. 

Sweet injuries! Yet they at these 

Themselves displease, and ‘gainst him rise; 

Themselves displease, and ‘gainst him rise. 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 2: 5-11 

L: A reading from chapter two of Paul’s letter to the Philippians. 

 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 
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L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Meditation 

 

ANTHEM Into the Garden - Douglas Nolan and Peter Lutkin 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 27: 11-66 

 

L: The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew, chapter 27. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

  11Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked 

him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 
12But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did 

not answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many 

accusations they make against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, 

not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly 

amazed. 

 

  15Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a 

prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16At that time 

they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. 17So after 

they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to 

release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the 

Messiah?” 18For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had 

handed him over. 19While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his 

wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent 

man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream 

about him.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 

crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21The 

governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to 

release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to them, 

“Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All 

of them said, “Let him be crucified!” 23Then he asked, “Why, what 

evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be 

crucified!” 
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  24So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a 

riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands 

before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see 

to it yourselves.” 25Then the people as a whole answered, “His 

blood be on us and on our children!” 26So he released Barabbas for 

them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

 

  27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the 

governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort 

around him. 28They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 
29and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his 

head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and 

mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30They spat on him, 

and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31After mocking him, 

they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then 

they led him away to crucify him. 

 

  32As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named 

Simon; they compelled this man to carry his cross. 33And when 

they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a 

Skull), 34they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when 

he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And when they had crucified 

him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; 
36then they sat down there and kept watch over him. 37Over his 

head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, 

the King of the Jews.” 

  38Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right 

and one on his left. 39Those who passed by derided him, shaking 

their heads 40and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and 

build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, 

come down from the cross.” 41In the same way the chief priests 

also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, 
42“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of 

Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe 

in him. 43He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; 

for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’ ” 44The bandits who were crucified 

with him also taunted him in the same way. 

 

Meditation 
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HYMN Were You There vs 1-2 

 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 

  45From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three 

in the afternoon. 46And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud 

voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?” 47When some of the bystanders heard 

it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48At once one of them 

ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and 

gave it to him to drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let us see 

whether Elijah will come to save him.” 50Then Jesus cried again 

with a loud voice and breathed his last. 51At that moment the 

curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The 

earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were 

opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were 

raised. 53After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and 

entered the holy city and appeared to many. 54Now when the 

centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, 

saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and 

said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

  55Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; 

they had followed Jesus from Galilee and had provided for him. 
56Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 

James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 

 

  57When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, 

named Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus. 58He went to Pilate 

and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given 

to him. 59So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen 

cloth 60and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the 
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rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went 

away. 61Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting 

opposite the tomb. 

 

  62The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief 

priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63and said, “Sir, we 

remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, ‘After 

three days I will rise again.’ 64Therefore command the tomb to be 

made secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may go and 

steal him away, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the 

dead,’ and the last deception would be worse than the first.” 
65Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as 

secure as you can.” 66So they went with the guard and made the 

tomb secure by sealing the stone. 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Meditation 

 

HYMN Christ, the Life of All the Living (ELW 339)  

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY   O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing  

–Carl G. Glaser arr.  Lani Smith  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with 

words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we 

receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

P Lord, in your mercy 

C Hear our prayer 
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CONFESSION  

L Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen 
 

L If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 

and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 

You may remain seated during anthem. 

 

ANTHEM In an Upper Room - Nancy and Don Besig 

 

L Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin  

and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

so that we may delight in your will  

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  

Amen 
 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  

As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,  

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins,  

in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C Amen. 
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EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. 

You gather your people around the tree of the cross, 

transforming death into life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

P  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

L: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C: Amen 

 

COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION SONG 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

Now Behold the Lamb (ELW 341) 

On Eagle’s Wings (ELW 787) 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

L: Let us pray. 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 

Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for 

justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of 

grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

BLESSING 

 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace, 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 

SENDING SONG   All Glory, Laud, and Honor (ELW 344) 
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DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE    Ride On, Ride On in Majesty! -- Dan R. Edwards 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 

Jeremiah 31: 1-6, Psalm 16, Colossians 3:1-4, Matthew 28:1-10 

 

WELCOME! 

Please complete the blue pew card before you leave worship this 

day. Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment. 
 

Attendance on Sunday April 2, 2017 

8:15  38 

9:30    8 St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

10:45  48 310 West Main Street 

Nursery      4 Saxonburg PA 16056 724-352-2333 

Kings Kidz   0 stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

Total    98 

 

THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 

 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Krystle Ekas and 

Alex Kadunce 

Katie Drennen and Eli 

Keller 

ALTAR GUILD   Gretchen and Tom 

Gallagher 

David and Stefanie 

Fennell 

GREETERS Linda Heade and 

Ruth Markwell 

Carl and Grace Bracken 

LECTOR/ASST. 

MIN 

Amy Montag-

Smith 

Jamie Drennen 

OFFER. 

COUNTERS 

Jeff Hartzell and Bill Gordon 

USHERS Kathy McRandal 

and Ruth Markwell 

Jason Fox and George 

Reuning 

 



15 

 

Maundy Thursday 

April 13 

Service at 7:00 in the Sanctuary 

 

 

Good Friday Service at St. Luke’s 

April 14 

7:00 pm 
 

Easter Services 

8:15 and 10:45 (Nursery avail.)  

9:30 no service 

Celebrate Easter  

– Photos, donuts, Hot Cross Buns 

9:30-10:30 

 

 

Sarver/ Saxonburg Christian Leaders Good Friday 
 

 Good Friday Men’s Breakfast 
6:00 am 
Saxonburg Memorial Presbyterian 
Tickets $7/ Adult $4/ child 
Speaker: Rev. John Dykstra 
Pastor of Pigeon Creek Presbyterian Church in 
Eighty Four, PA 

 Good Friday Youth Breakfast 
11:00 am 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
Centennial Hall 
Suggested donation $3 

 

 


