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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

Stlks.com 

 

Sunday, March 20, 2016 

Palm Sunday 
 

PRELUDE   Hosanna, Loud Hosanna – arr. Mark Hayes 

 

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower you voice; but 

after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

HYMN Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (ELW 631) vs 1 & 4 

 

Children gather in the south narthex for palm procession. 

 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of heaven to earth come down; 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling; 

All thy faithful mercies crown! 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 

Pure unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation; 

Enter every trembling heart. 

 

Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be. 

Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 

Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Philippians 2:8-9 
8When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been 

wanting to see him for a long time, because he had heard about 

him and was hoping to see him perform some sign. 9He questioned 

him at some length, but Jesus gave him no answer.  

 

ANTHEM Hosanna to Jesus, the King!- Lloyd Larson 

 

READING Mark 11:1-11 

11 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethpage and 

Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 
2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you 

enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever 

ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are 

you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 

shortly.’” 
4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a 

doorway. As they untied it, 5 some people standing there asked, 

“What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6 They answered as Jesus 

had told them to, and the people let them go. 7 When they brought 

the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8 Many 

people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread 

branches they had cut in the fields. 9 Those who went ahead and 

those who followed shouted, 

“Hosanna!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He 

looked around at everything, but since it was already late, he went 

out to Bethany with the Twelve. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PRAYER 

 

HYMN All Glory, Laud, and Honor (ELW 344) 
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER  

 

P The Lord be with you, 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take 

our flesh upon him and to suffer death on the cross. Grant that we 

may share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory 

of his resurrection; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever 

C Amen 

 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 32:36-39 

L A reading from chapter 32 of Deuteronomy. 

36 The LORD will vindicate his people 

    and relent concerning his servants 

when he sees their strength is gone 

    and no one is left, slave or free. 
37 He will say: “Now where are their gods, 

    the rock they took refuge in, 
38 the gods who ate the fat of their sacrifices 

    and drank the wine of their drink offerings? 

Let them rise up to help you! 

    Let them give you shelter! 

39 “See now that I myself am he! 

    There is no god besides me. 

I put to death and I bring to life, 

    I have wounded and I will heal, 

    and no one can deliver out of my hand.  

 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN My Song is Love Unknown (ELW 343) 

  Verses 1 & 2 
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PSALM: Psalm 31:9-16 

 9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I | am in trouble; 

  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my 

belly. 

 10For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with 

sighing; 

  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | 

are consumed. 
 11I am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a 

dismay to | my acquaintances; 

  when they see me in the street | they avoid me. 

 12Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind; 

  I am as useless as a | broken pot.  
 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all 

around; 

  they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my 

life. 

 14But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LORD. 

  I have said, “You | are my God. 
 15My times are | in your hand; 

  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | 

persecute me. 

 16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 

  save me in your | steadfast love.”  
 

HYMN My Song is Love Unknown (ELW 343) 

  Verses 3 & 4 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11 

L A reading from chapter two of Paul’s letter to the 

Philippians. 

 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 
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  being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN My Song is Love Unknown (ELW 343) 

  Verses 5 & 6 

 

GOSPEL: John 12:20-43 

 

L The holy gospel according to Saint John, chapter 12. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
20 Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to 

worship at the festival. 21 They came to Philip, who was from 

Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would 

like to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip 

in turn told Jesus. 
23 Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified. 24 Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to 

the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it 

produces many seeds. 25 Anyone who loves their life will lose it, 

while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for 

eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I 



6 

 

am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who 

serves me. 
27 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me 

from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 
28 Father, glorify your name!” 

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will 

glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that was there and heard it said it 

had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. 
30 Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31 Now is 

the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world 

will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up[a] from the earth, 

will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to show the kind of 

death he was going to die. 
34 The crowd spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that the 

Messiah will remain forever, so how can you say, ‘The Son of Man 

must be lifted up’? Who is this ‘Son of Man’?” 
35 Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a 

little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness 

overtakes you. Whoever walks in the dark does not know where 

they are going. 36 Believe in the light while you have the light, so 

that you may become children of light.” When he had finished 

speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them. 
37 Even after Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence, 

they still would not believe in him. 38 This was to fulfill the word 

of Isaiah the prophet: 

 

“Lord, who has believed our message 

    and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”[b] 
39 For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah says 

elsewhere: 
40 “He has blinded their eyes 

    and hardened their hearts, 

so they can neither see with their eyes, 

    nor understand with their hearts, 

    nor turn—and I would heal them.”[c] 
41 Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about 

him. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A20-43&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26613a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A20-43&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26619b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A20-43&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26621c
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42 Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in 

him. But because of the Pharisees they would not openly 

acknowledge their faith for fear they would be put out of the 

synagogue; 43 for they loved human praise more than praise from 

God.   

 

L The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HYMN  Go to Dark Gethsemane (ELW 347) 

 

MEDITATION 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY I Stand Amazed – Lloyd Larson 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

L Let us pray. 

God our provider, 

you have not fed us with bread alone, 

but with words of grace and life. 

Bless us and these your gifts, 

which we receive from your bounty, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

P Lord, in your mercy 

C Hear our prayer 

 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION 
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CONFESSION  

P In the name of the Father, 

and of the + Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 

and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 

Please kneel for self-reflection 

 

ANTHEM In The Garden He Prayed – Lloyd Larson 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin  

and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

so that we may delight in your will  

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  

Amen 
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P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  

As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,  

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins,  

in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C Amen. 

 

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD 

 

PREFACE 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. 

You gather your people around the tree of the cross, 

transforming death into life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

P  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

          on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

     and the power, and the glory, 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

As Lutheran Christians, we believe Christ is truly present within 

our gathering and the taking of bread and wine for forgiveness, life 

and salvation.  On behalf of Christ, we invite all who are baptized 

and believe in Jesus Christ to join us in His Holy Supper.  Children 

who have not made their First Communion may be brought 

forward to the Altar for a blessing.   

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

P  Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

C  Amen 
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COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION SONG 

 

COMMUNION HYMN Here is Bread (ELW 483) 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

L Compassionate God, 

you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 

Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: 

may our fasting be hunger for justice; 

our alms, a making of peace; 

and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace, 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
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HYMN  Lift High the Cross (ELW 660) 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 

 

POSTLUDE     All Glory, Laud, and Honor -- David Paxton 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK  Acts 10:34-43, Isaiah 65:17-

25, Psalm 118:1-2,14-24, Luke 24:1-12 
 

WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day.  

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership.  

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment. 
 

 

Attendance on Sunday March 13, 2015 

8:15  28 

9:30  18 St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

10:45  68 310 West Main Street 

Nursery      3  Saxonburg PA 16056 724-352-2333 

Kings Kidz   3 stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

Total    120 

Sunday School     39 
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Maundy Thursday 

March 24 

Service at 7:00 in the Sanctuary 

 

Good Friday Service at St. Luke’s 

March 25 

7:00 pm 
 

 

 

Easter Services 

8:15 and 10:45  

9:30 no service 

Easter Egg Hunt only 

 

 

Sarver/ Saxonburg Christian Leaders Good Friday 
 

 Good Friday Men’s Breakfast 
6:00 am 
Saxonburg Memorial Presbyterian 
Tickets $7/ Adult $4/ child 

 

 Good Friday Women’s Breakfast 
9:30 am 
Saxonburg Memorial Fellowship Hall 

 

 Good Friday Youth Breakfast 
11:00 am 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
Centennial Hall 
Suggested donation $5 
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THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 

 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Autumn Trempus 

and Dylan Plutyk 

Addis Crouch and Eli 

Keller 

ALTAR GUILD   Gretchen and Tom 

Gallagher 

Jenny Hartzell and Beth 

Zellhart 

CHILD. SERMON  Pastor Keller 

GREETERS Lil Bachman and 

Velma Boltz 

Lynn and Jason Fox 

LECTOR/ASST. 

MIN 

Don Amadee Larry Martin 

NURSERY   

OFFER. 

COUNTERS 

Jackie Bice and Bob Bicker 

USHERS Ron Boltz and Tim 

Markwell 

Jim and Helen 

McLafferty 
 

 

The Concordia Alleluia Chorale 

Easter Cantata 

“The Ultimate Gift” 
Tuesday, March 22 at 7 pm- Haven One Dining Room 

 
 Free and open to the public 

 Featuring Ralph Storm as narrator   

 Including Bob Kaltenhauser in the choir 

 Refreshments will follow  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


