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Phone:  (319) 334-3523 
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Website 
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Youth Ministry Coordinator 
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My life feels like a test I didn’t study for. 
 
2020 is half over.  I think most of us can’t 
wait for the second half to be over.  This 
has been a year that none of us saw    
coming.  And that light at the end of the 
tunnel… I’m pretty sure it’s an oncoming 
train. 
 
Jesus says, “Enter through the narrow 
gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the 
road that leads to destruction, and many 
enter through it.  But small is the gate and 
narrow the road that leads to life, and  
only a few find it.” 
 
When it comes to church, we prefer the 
well-worn path.  The one that most     
people are on.  We don’t do change very 
well.  I know very few people in the 
church that I would label as trailblazers.  
The church changes direction slowly.  
Unless… 
 
We have been hit with a pandemic.  
COVID-19 has taken us out of the church 
building and forced us to learn new ways 
of being the church.  In order to do that 
we have had to become good, or at least 
better, at using technology. 
 
Our worship services are live each week 
at 10:00 am on our church Facebook 
page.  We are regularly posting videos, 
pictures, and announcements on Face-
book.  Once a week we do a Zoom Coffee 
Break.  We do numerous meetings via 
Zoom.  My record is 6 in one day.  We 
rely on email and text messaging.  Oh, 
and we do pastoral care with phone calls. 
 
In all honesty I am reaching the limits of 
my technological ability.  I think we are  
 

doing things well.  But I can’t help but 
think as we go into the future we are   
going to have to get better, a lot better, at 
technology and social media.  For many, 
the siren call to go back to the way things 
were will be strong and heeded.  But for 
some of us, and I pray for me and for 
FPC, we will go through the narrow gate 
and walk the narrow road that leads to 
life. 
 
I have read that in the future churches 
will have pastors, office personnel, youth 
workers, worship leaders and you can 
now add Information Technology people 
on staff.  The technology bell has been 
rung and it cannot be unrung.  For       
instance, this last Sunday was Graduation 
Sunday.  On a typical Sunday in the   
summer we would be fortunate to have 70 
worshippers.  Last Sunday, as of this  
writing, our Facebook Live service has 
been viewed 357 times.  People have 
asked if we will continue to have our 
worship on Facebook Live after we     
resume in person worship.  The answer is 
obvious.  Yes. 
 
Welcome to a new day in the life of our 
church and probably every church out 
there.  We are blazing a new trail.  We 
have passed through the narrow gate and 
are traveling a path we have not been on 
before.  We pray it leads to life. 
 
One last note.  Some of you are hesitant 
to use technology, to begin to use social 
media.  My dad is 95 years old.  Friends, 
if he can do it, you can do it.  If COVID-
19 has taught us anything it has taught us 
old dogs (like the church) can and must 
learn new tricks. 
  

         -Pastor John 
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Virtual Vacation Bible School 
VBS will happen the week of July 13.  Registration forms are available on the church’s website and one is       
included with this Newsletter. 
 
Our Youth Group 
Kathy Eilers took our youth for a fun day at Camp Wyoming. 

Facebook Live Worship 
Until we resume in person gatherings, worship is available every      
Sunday on the FPC Facebook page at 10:00 a.m. Worship lasts about 40 
minutes and it features music, prayer, announcements, and an            
inspirational message.  If you miss the live service, it is still available 
anytime on our Facebook page. 

And folks are 
home and  
comfortable 
watching worship. 

We remembered Relay For Life 
Our Community Garden is 

producing! 
 
If you would like to volunteer 
to help with the garden this 
summer please contact the 
church office.  We need people 
to water and weed. 
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