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This coming Sunday, July 7, we will worship in Veteran’s Park with other 
churches and members of our community.  It is special to have worship in a 
place where we honor those who have served this great country.  It is also     
special to worship with 400 plus other believers from across the spectrum of 
faith.  I am reminded that for the first few years of the 4th of July worship      
service we were the only church willing to move our worship service to the 
park.  Now there are numerous churches participating. Like most changes all it 
required was for someone to take the lead. 
 

As we celebrate our nations freedom this week, I am reminded of two things.  
First, freedom isn’t free.  That which we enjoy today was made possible by 
women and men who have served this country.  Many of whom gave their lives 
so we can enjoy our freedoms.  It is very appropriate that we pause and give 
thanks for these marvelous people who have taught each of us the value of    
giving sacrificially.   
 

The second thing I am reminded of is that freedom brings responsibility.     
Freedom is not permission to do as you please.  Freedom is the ability to relate 
to each other in ways that are beneficial to all.  Women and men did not fight 
for independence.  They fought for interdependence.  They struggled so we 
could relate to others in ways that create life and opportunity for all.  You don’t 
do you own thing.  You do things that make the whole better and stronger. 
 

In the same way you and I have been set free in Jesus.  “Very truly I tell you, 
everyone who sins is a slave to sin. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 
indeed.”  Once we were slaves to sin.  Now we can do and be better than that.  
This is the freedom we enjoy.  This freedom isn’t free.  God gave his one and 
only Son so we could have it.   
 

This freedom also comes with responsibility.  We no longer live only for      
ourselves.  Paul writes, “The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”  Living in the way of   
Jesus.  You don’t simply do your own thing.  You live in such a way to make 
the lives of others better.  The world should be a better place because you, as a 
follower of Jesus, is in it. 
 

We are free and freedom is a blessing.  Give thanks for our freedom.  Celebrate 
our interdependence.  Use your freedom responsibly to build stronger relation-
ships and a better world.  This is what we should do as Americans.  This is what 
we should do as Christians. 
 

Parades, cookouts, and fireworks make for a fun day.  But don’t forget to give 
thanks and to commit yourself to living to make this world a better place. 
 

May God bless you and this wonderful country we are a part of. 
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Community Life Committee - Our Community Garden located 
at Heartland Acres is doing wonderfully.  A special thanks to 
Ruth Hamilton, Catherine Smith, and Margaret Ownby for your 
hard work this year.  A reminder that our harvest benefits the   
Independence Area Food Pantry. 
 

Hospitality Committee – We will be hosting a back to 
school kickoff on Sunday, August 25, following worship.  
Food and fun!  Our Spiritual Life Committee will be                                                                                     
assisting with activities for the whole family.  

 

Worship Team – The Community Worship Service for the                                                                                     
4th of July celebration will be Sunday, July 7, at 9:30 am.  
(Please note the time.)  The service will be at Veteran’s 
Park and will be facilitated by the Immanuel Lutheran 
Church this year.  Wear comfortable clothes and bring a 
lawn chair.  The worship will feature an ecumenical choir.  This is a great opportunity for our local churches 
and community to come together and give thanks for the freedoms we enjoy.   
 

Spiritual Life Team – We were pleased to welcome our Confirmation Class into membership on Sunday, 
June 9.  Our class included 3 wonderful young people: Katelyn Trimble, Kate-
lyn Van Buren, and Aila Anderson.  We do Confirmation every other year for 
our 7th and 8th graders. 
 

On Sunday, May 19, we honored our 2019 
Independence High School graduates.  We 
had three graduates this year: Jenessa       
Barloon, Joe Kaiser, and Sean Geertsema.  
All three are off to college this fall.  What a 
privilege to see these quality young people 
grow up in our congregation and now head 
off to begin the next chapter of their lives. 
 

Property and Finance – We are grateful for those who adopted flower pots 
on our church patio.  They are looking great!  Where would we be without    

wonderful volunteers at our church!  

 

And a special thank you to Marcia Henderson for the two beautiful flower 
pots by the front door of our church. 
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Thank you for all of your donations, support, and prayers for the Youth Mission 

Trip to Ohio. Our youth had an amazing week of service projects, dynamic   

worship and Bible study, and building community together. Our youth were 

able to explore and grow in their faith as they got out of their comfort 

zones.  They will remember and treasure this experience for years to come! 


