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When I arrived at FPC on January 1, 2000
I inherited a remodeling campaign. Over
the next year and a half we raised funds
to remodel and upgrade the church. The
sanctuary was redone. We painted and
put tile floor down in the Sunday school
rooms and Fellowship Area. We put new
lighting in. If you ever want to get a feel
for how dark the Sanctuary was go in
when the large halogen lights are off.
That’s how it was prior to our upgrade.
And we did all of this without incurring
any debt.
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We made two very important decisions in
my first three years here. First, was to get
out of and stay out of debt. Second, was
to maintain our building. Today we have
zero debt and a fine facility that gets
positive comments every time we have
visitors. We can all be proud of this.

Staff
Kathy Eilers
Youth Ministry Coordinator
Email: fpcyouth@indytel.com

Kathy Smith
Secretary
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15 Char Bantz

30 Tim & Amanda Whitaker

Steve Hood

31 Jim & Shirley Rozendaal

3 Melody Malek
Sally Peters

16 Ellie Risk

5 Hildegard Burkhart

18 Pam Peterson

Eileen Humes
7 Kennedi Bevans

Henry Joyce
25 Shane Bevans

Ruth Liscum

26 Ben Steenbock

10 Leah Geertsema

27 Jim Peters

12 Evelyn Hoover

30 Maddox Loveless

Carol Kelley
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We are in the midst of a campaign to
raise funds for a new roof. It’s time. Our
current roof is over 25 years old, has a
few leaks, and has endured hail and high
winds. We are going to replace the roof
with a quality Decra metal shingle roof
with an estimated 50 year life cycle. Our
commitment remains that we will maintain our building by keeping it attractive,
functional and operating at peak efficiency and to do so by not incurring any debt.
We are asking our members to step up
over and above their normal giving to
financially support our new roof. There
are a number of ways to give, including
doing so over a 36 month period. As we
do projects like this it’s important that our
leadership support what we are doing.

Garden Club Plant Sale, May 13th
Mother’s Day Breakfast, May 14th
Red Cross Blood Drive, May 15th

To that end you need to know Jinger and I
will be supporting this project financially.
I believe this project is needed and
important. I believe this project is in
keeping with our core values.
I want to personally encourage you to
consider how you can financially support
this campaign. Our Property and Finance
Committee has worked on this for
months, reviewed 9 bids from 4 contractors, and after due deliberation arrived at
the current proposal. Roofs are expensive. Especially if you want to do it right
and have regard for future generations of
members at FPC.
One of the things I love about being the
pastor at FPC is that we get things done.
We don’t just talk. We don’t say we can’t.
We figure out a way to make things, good
things, happen. This roof is no different.
We have an anonymous donor who
stepped up and has offered a dollar for
dollar match up to $25,000. That means
that every dollar you commit between
now and May 23 doubles. $25,000 can
become $50,000 in hurry. This is what I
mean by finding ways to get good things
done.
As you consider our Raise The Roof
project I hope you will generously support
this important effort. The leadership
team at FPC is committed to this project.
It supports our core values. I want to
personally thank you for helping to make
it happen. God bless your gift. And God
bless FPC as we continue to add value to
the community of Independence, Iowa.
Pastor John

Graduation Sunday, May 21st
Memorial Day, May 29th

27
26

31
30
Memorial Day
(Office Closed)

29
28

Worship 10 a.m.
Fellowship 11 a.m.

Spiritual Life 6:00 p.m.
PW Quilters 9 a.m.

24
23
22
21

Red Cross Blood Drive
1-6 p.m.
Mother’s Day Breakfast
9 a.m.
Worship 10 a.m.
Fellowship 11 a.m.

Graduation Sunday
Worship 10 a.m.
Fellowship 11 a.m.

Treasure Seekers 3:30 p.m.
(Last Day)
Adult Bible Study 6 p.m.
Grades 7-12 Bible Sunday at
FUMC at 6:45 p.m.
Choir 7 p.m.

18
14

15

16

17

Choir 7 p.m.
Session 6:30 p.m.

25

19

Avery Nabholz Grad Party
11-2 p.m.
at church
Ericka Barloon Grad Party
5-8 p.m.
At Barloon Home

20

Garden Club Plant Sale 811 a.m.
Garden Club set up
Garden Club set up

11
10
9
8

Treasure Seekers 3:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study 6 p.m.
Choir 7 p.m.
Baccalaureate 7 p.m.
Fidelity Circle 9:30 a.m.
Hospitality 7 p.m.

2

Confirmation 6 p.m.

12

5
4
3

Wed

PW Quilters 9 a.m.

6

13

Sat
Fri
Thu

Worship 10 a.m.
Fellowship 11 a.m.

If you have any questions please contact the church office. Keep an eye on the thermometer in
the Friendship Area as we track our contributions. And thanks for generously supporting First
Presbyterian Church.

7

We have a MATCHING FUND CHALLENGE. Until May 23 we have an
anonymous donor that will do a $1 to $1 match up to $25,000. This
is a very generous offer! Please take advantage of it.

1

Each FPC member was sent a letter outlining the project and asking
for a contribution. Contributions can be one time or over time, up to
36 months. EFT and Credit Card payments are also an option.

Tue

The Property and Finance Committee has been working hard on
preparing a proposal to replace our church roof. It has been over
25 years and our roof is in need of replacement. We will install a
Decra metal shingle that is warrantied for 50 years. We will be
using our local Spahn and Rose and Strictly Roofing on this project.
The estimated total cost of the project is about $100,000.

Mon

RAISE THE ROOF

P AGE 3

Sun

Our 2017 Community Dinner and Silent Auction was very successful.
We served a great meal and had some wonderful auction items. As
always ALL proceeds are used to support programs that benefit our
community: The Food Pantry, The One Another program, Bikes For
Kids, The Backpack Program, and Help Our Teacher (HOT) Program.
A big thank you to everyone that came, donated, and volunteered!
It looks like we will be donating at least $4,000 to these programs
because of the generosity of so many.
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