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NOVEMBER 2016 

So much going on.  As I sit to write this I find my thoughts wanderingé 
 

To the friend who is undergoing chemo and radiation at Mayo 

To the friend who is getting a short break from chemo 

To another who is about to undergo emergency back surgery this afternoon 

And another who is recovering from arm surgery 

What about that special friendship that is currently strained? 

Do I have enough candy for trick or treating tonight? 

And this presidential election.  Enough said. 

So much to do and think about.  I think Iôm forgetting something. 

Oh yeah, my oldest son is getting married this Saturday. 
 

Living at the speed of life.  Buckle up.  Kansas is going bye-bye. 
 

Whatôs your list of things that your thoughts wander to?  Life is happening.  And in it all 

God is present.  So we pray, we share our love, we seek to live well as Jesus would have 

us do. 
 

I have been preaching a sermon series on the 6 Relationships That Matter.  I hope it has 

been as good for those who listen to them as it has been for me.  As I have prepared for 

each sermon my heart has been blessed as I have considered the sustaining relationships 

in my life.  The people and places that help me thrive. 
 

When youôre living at the speed of life you have to pay attention to the relationships that 

matter.  You neglect them at your peril.  God has given us many good gifts to bless us so 

that we can bless others.  All of Godôs gifts are relational.  They are never just about us.  

Where would you be without the special people in your life?  Where would they be with-

out you? 
 

So much going on.  How often have you wished for things to slow down or get back to 

normal?  We may wish for these things, but we know itôs not going to happen.  I have 

learned to appreciate the people in my life that give me strength, courage, insight, correc-

tion, and who speak the truth in love to me.  I canôt live at the speed of life without them. 
 

I thank God for the people who help me thrive.  And I pray to God that I can do that for 

others.  There is so much going on I canôt afford not to pay attention to the relationships 

that matter.  Neither can you! 
 

And, oh, by the way, Christmas is coming!!  So much going on.  Blessings! 
 

                               Pastor John  

    

PASTOR 
John H. Hougen 

Email: pastorjohn@indytel.com 

 

Church Office 
Phone:  (319) 334-3523 

Fax:  (319) 334-4134 

Office:  8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
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Website 
www.fpcindependence.com  

 

Staff 
Kathy Eilers 

Youth Ministry Coordinator 
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Kathy Smith 
Secretary 
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Robbie Rouse 
Custodian 

November 6 -  Peanut Butter Sunday 

 Brunch 

November 8 - Election Day 

November 13 - Congregational Meeting 

November 13 -  Generosity Sunday 

November 24 - Thanksgiving Day 

November 25 - Ofýce Closed 
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NOVEMBER News and Notes  
 

The Property and Finance Committee thanks you for the wonderful way we    

honored George Hemmer, our longtime custodian, on Sunday, October 16.  He 

was thrilled with the many thank you cards and the prayer quilt. 
 

The Hospitality Committee will be hosting a Brunch on Sunday, November 6, 

following worship.  We will be having baked French toast.  A free will offering 

will be taken to benefit our Bikes For Kids program.  Hanging of the Greens will 

be on Sunday, November 20 at 4:00 pm. 
 

The Community Life Committee is working on the Adopt-A-Family at Christmas 

Program.  The school counselors are currently identifying families.  We will have 

the families ready to distribute to our community partners before Thanksgiving.  

If you or your organiza-

tion would like to help put the Merry in Christmas for a 

family please contact the office. 
 

Our last Trivia Night, October 9, was a fun event and 

raised over $400 for the Bikes For Kids Program that helps 

elementary age children be able to get a bike and a bike 

helmet.  It also helps sponsor the Third Grade Bike Rodeo  

at East Elementary School.  Congrats to our Trivia Night 

winners - The Peanut Gallery. 

Our youth spent Sunday afternoon October 30th with other   
area youth participating in Trick or Treat for the Food Pantry.  
This annual event is the second largest food drive for our local Food Pantry.  Many thanks to all the 
good folks who left food on their front porch for the youth to pick up.  Your generosity makes a   
positive difference in the lives of people in our community. 
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