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FAITH DOESN½T GET YOU 
around trouble;           

it gets you through it.  

 

No one ever 
moved from  

bitter to       
better until the 
ñIò moved out. 

A good exercise for the heart is to bend down and help someone up. 

Worship noǚ  
becausŞ yoǣ musǚ, 
buǚ becausŞ yoǣ 
maǭ. 
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As I type this the noise of construction can be heard outside my office window.  We are          

replacing the concrete in our east parking area at FPC.  It is much needed and will be a 

valued improvement.  My thoughts are of a wonderful weekend.  We had a dear friend and 

her sister visit us for a couple of nights.  Friends and  family are what makes life so special.  

There was time for golf, coffee on the porch, and I smoked some outstanding ribs and 

beans this weekend.  That was all really good.  But, wait, it gets better.  We live in the best 

place on earth for doing July 4th.  I volunteered and was down at the park for the evening of 

July 3.  And we gathered with friends to enjoy the fireworks on the 4th.  The people who  

organize the July 4th festivities hit another one out of the park.  It was a great weekend! 

 

The backup alarm and hammering of the drill out my window drag me back to reality.  The    

wonderful times of our lives come and go.  The hard times too.  The former go too quickly.  

The latter too slowly.  But this much we do know.  Time doesnõt stop.  It keeps on moving.  

Always forward.  Like a stream to a river.  Like a river to a sea.  The moments become 

hours.  The hours turn to days.  Days become weeks.  And soon the years start piling up. 

 

The Byrds sing a song based on Ecclesiastes 3, òTo everything (turn, turn, turn), there is a 

season (turn, turn, turn), and a time to every purpose, under heaven.ó  Itõs a song and a  

Bible passage about time.   
 

A time to be born, a time to die 

A time to plant, a time to reap 

A time to kill, a time to heal 

A time to laugh, a time to weep 

A time to build up, a time to break down 

A time to dance, a time to mourn 

A time to cast away stones, a time to  

gather stones together 

 

I am certain that as I grow older time seems to move more quickly as I do.  In July I will  

become a large number.  And as is the case with most milestones in life, I become reflec-

tive.  I think back on my life and how I have spent my time.  The writer of Ecclesiastes tells 

us, òThere is a time for everything.ó  If that is true, then the issue when it comes to time is 

what I choose to do with it.  I did not choose my birth, but I do choose what I do with the 

time I have until I die.  Will I plant?  Will I kill?  Not just people, but ideas, relationships, 

dreams, and hopes?  Will I laugh?  Will I build up?  Will I dance?  Life is what you make it.  

And all of us have choices as we move forward. 

 

The noise of concrete being broken up is unmistakable.  Something is being broken down.  

Something new is taking its place.  Thatõs life.  Always moving.  Always  forward.  Taking us 

home.  But along the way may we make the choices that give our lives meaning and      

purpose and which bring glory to God! 

                             Pastor John 
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¶ Session Meeting - July 12 @ 6:30 PM 

¶ Tim & Ruth Duritsaõs 50th - July 16 1-4 PM 

¶ Spiritual Life Meeting - August 3 @ 6 PM 

¶ Red Cross Blood Drive - August 8 1 -6 PM 
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The First Presbyterian (FPC) and First United Methodist (FUMC) churches are joining forces once again.  

Kids grades Pre K-5 are invited to our summer VBS. Registration forms may be found at our website:  

www.fpcindependence.com under the Info Center Tab or on the table in the Friendship Room.  

Here is the schedule of events: 
 

VBS Kickoff - Community Blessing of Pets on Sunday, July 17th at 6 p.m. (RIVERWALKS PARK) 

 (This is a family event open to the community.  Please bring your pet and a blanket or chair to sit on.  

 There will be treats for the kids and the Community Band will play afterwards.) 
 

VBS - Monday, July 18 & Tuesday, July 19th from 6 - 8:30 p.m. at FPC (115 6th Ave. NW) 
 

VBS Family Night - Wednesday, July 20th from 6 - 7:30 p.m. at FPC (115 6th Ave. NW) 
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1 Dean & Deb Weis  

3 David & Donna Jordening  

4 Dustin & Michael Bathen  

14 John & Cathy Butler  

18 Dave & Kris Martin  

22  Tim & Ruth Duritsa  

 Rick & Connie Sorg  

28  Larry & Kelly Johnson  

29  Steve & Amy Copenhaver  

31 Dave & Janet Harms  

1  Jon TeStrake 

3  Mary Kay Handy 

4  Rowan  Adams 

6  Kim TeStrake 

7  Alexis TeStrake 

8  Darwin Johnson 

  Dave Jordening 

  Marcia Stoneman 

9  Roger  Barloon 

10  Helen Broshar 

12 Dustin Bathen 

15 Lori Johnson 

16 Amanda Whitaker 

18 Louis Risk 

  Reese Martin 

20  Marty Brown 

  Bob Hanna 

  Jon Blin 

23  Weiler Johnson 

  Casen Rodriguez 

24  Monte Cue 

25  Kristin Maynard 

25  James Kelley 

26  Randy Blin 

  Jacob Diers 

  John Hougen 

  Nicholas Maynard 

27  Chloe Kaiser 

  Ruth Stilwell 

28  John Malek 

29  Rob Scott 

30  Audra Kaiser 

1 Tristan & Christi Sauer Joyce  

2 Bill & Mary Burkett  

 Mike & Kelly Loveless  

6 Jim & Sally Peters  

7 Rob & Alicia Scott  

9 Jon & Kim TeStrake  

10 Cole & Gina Trimble  

14 David & Wendy Eldridge  

20  John & Jinger Hougen  

24  Frank & Sandy Sauer  

1  Bob Hummel 

2  Audrey Conklin 

  Dean Weis 

3  David Eldridge 

 Gabe Kennicker 

  Lyda Kennicker 

4  Steve Copenhaver 

7  Wayne Seward 

  Rick Sorg 

10 Mary Winder 

11 Kaylee Eilers 

12  Connie Maynard 

15  Carrie Hamilton 

   Olivia Rae Bathen 

17  Teresa Rathbun 

19  Katie Henderson 

22  Deb Blin 

23  Linda Bowden 

24  Anna Ruffcorn 

26  Connie Sorg 

27  Brooks Burkhart, Sr. 

31  Brianna Krusey 

Work has begun on two projects.  The east parking area is being 

repaved.  This involves taking up the old concrete (picture 

above) and laying new concrete.  The pavement was cracked and 

uneven. This is a much needed and welcome project. 

The brush has been removed and the area 

will soon be dug up for new concrete 

(picture below).  Once the new concrete is 

done we will be landscaping around the new 

patio.  We are thankful for several generous 

donations for this project.   


